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Tracey Oliver and Issa 
Rae came to Hopkins last 
Friday to discuss their 
hit web series, “The Mis- 
Adventures of Awkward 
Black Girl.” Rae is the cre- 


Former UPenn dean 
named Vice Provost — 


By JUSTIN LI 
News & Features Editor 


David M. Phillips, for- 
mer Deputy Dean of Ad- 


a purposeful, 
_ coordinated approach to 
the critical work of enroll- 
ing a talented, motivated 
and diverse class of un- 


ator and star of the show 
and Oliver produces and 
acts in the show. 

The event, which con- 
sisted © of..a~ discussion, 
screening and Q&A ses- 
sion, was hosted by the 
Women’s History Month 
Committee and co-spon- 


strategic, 


the johns hopkins 


WWW.JHUNEWSLETTER.COM 
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Tracey Oliver (left) and Issa Rae (right) discussed the creation of “Awkward Black Girl” and its growing influence over the past year. 


“Awkward Black Gul” creators talk production 


sored by the Black Student 
Union, the Multicultural 
Student Volunteers and the 
Dunbar Baldwin Hughes 
Theater Company. 

The event was opened 
to Hopkins students and 
the public. About 130 peo- 
ple were in attendance. 


“One really key thing 
was opening [the event] 
to the public,” junior Kes- 
sie Alexandre, who is a 
member of the Women’s 
History Month Commit- 
tee and is the Commu- 
nity Relations Chair of 
See MIS-ADVENTURES, pace A4 
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Charles Village video store 
shuttered alter 20 years 


By CHRISTINA WARNER 


Editor-in-Chief 


On Monday, Mar. 12, 
the Charles Village Video 
Americain held a candle- 
light vigil as it closed its 
doors for the final time. 
Approximately fifty sup- 
porters of the video store 
came to the vigil, held out- 
side the St. Paul establish- 
ment. 

“T was really moved by 
[the vigil],” Kevin Coelho, 
the manager of the Charles 
Village Video Americain, 
said. “To see how many 
people would come out 
at ten at night and pay re- 
spects to a business that 
has been a huge touchstone 
for Charles Village and the 
whole city of Baltimore. . . 
I was really thrilled to see 


so many people came out.” 


The crowd formed out- 


side the doors, with Video 


NATHALIA GIBBS/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 


Americain managers and 
former managers leading 
the ceremony. Attendees 
were invited to share tes- 
timonials about what the 
store meant to them or 
particular memories they 
had of it. One supporter 
mentioned that he had 
come from New York to 
say goodbye to the inde- 
pendent video store. 

“I am going to miss Vid- 
eo Americain’s foreign film 
section,” Glennis Markison, 
a junior and Video Amer- 
icain patron, wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. “It 
was a real pleasure to ob- 
serve the fine acting abilities 
of beautiful, bearded men 
from around the world.” 

Though testimonials 
varied, a similar mes- 
sage was constant. “It’s 
part of Baltimore beauty,” 
an older woman said. 

See VIDEO, pace A5 


Community members attended a candlelight vigil for the store on Monday. 


Miss Representation confronts media portrayal of women 


By ASHLEY EMERY 
News & Features Editor 


Miss Representation, a 


documentary on the por- 
trayal of women in media, 
was screened on Monday in 
the Charles Commons Ball- 


The film, which argued 
against what it saw as the 
constricted, disparaging 
and frequently objectify- 
ing portrayal of women 
in the media, was hosted 
by a collaboration of the 
Hopkins Women’s _ His- 


ing Center, the Office of 
the Dean of Student Life, 
Feminist Alliance, Panhel- 
lenic Council and Students 
Educating and Empower- 
ing for Diversity (SEED). 

A 2011 Sundance Film 
Festival Selection, written 


resentation addresses the 
notion of femininity that 
is perpetuated in the me- 
dia surrounding powerful 
women. The film asserted 
that it is this image that in- 
hibits women from taking 
on high-powered roles. 


missions for Strategic ‘dergraduates. He believes | room as part of Women’s _ tory Month Committee, and directed by Jennifer Newsom began the 
Planning at the University in our philosophy of ho- | History Month at Hopkins. Alpha Phi, the Counsel- Siebel Newsom, Miss Rep- film by questioning how 
of Pennsyl- listically she was going to bring 
vania, has evaluating her daughter into a world 
been = ap- students 4 - ; that belittles or degrades 
ointed’ as and __tak- ki h b ld [ [ fil h Ti bl women so acutely. She also 
Ae Vice ing into i es men ul commun ie (l lg (l eC questioned how it was pos- 
Provost of consider- sible for a woman to be ful- 
Financial ation more | By BEN KUPFERBERG was just a great chance to event truly emphasizes to | filled emotionally and pro- 
Aid and Ad- than just | Staff Writer reconnect and unwind,” our freshman class that | fessionally in a world that 
missions at scores and freshman Payton Clover they are a vital part of the | attacks successful women. 
Hopkins. grades, but The Class of 2015 assem- said. larger academic and learn- The film sought to em- 
As Vice he also has | bled at the Ralph O'Connor The Hopkins High Ta- ing community of Johns | power women against 


ble is based on the British 
tradition of Formal Hall, 


a wealth of 
experience 


Provost, 
Phillips will 


Recreation Center Monday 
evening for the third an- 


Hopkins. It was wonder- 
ful to see the students 


what it saw as the empha- 
sis the media places on - 


direct un- in analyz- | nual High Table Dinner. which is a style of din- engaged in conversation physical beauty rather than 
dergraduate Zi ing infor- | The tradition, established ing that has taken place with the faculty and senior | intellectual strength. 

recruitment, COURTESY OFJHUEDU mation for | in 2010, allows students at Oxford and Cambridge leaders and connecting on The film addressed the 
admissions Phillips is known for employing sta- trends and | to dine with prominent for centuries. The dining common areas of interest,” | insecurity that women feel 
and finan- tistical methods in admissions work. patterns | community members such atmosphere is meant to be Provost Sarah B. Steinberg | about their bodies, starting 


relevant 
to admissions and finan- 
cial aid. ” Lloyd B. Minor, 
Provost and Senior Vice 
President for Academic 
Affairs, wrote in an email 
to The News-Letter. 


said. 

At High Table profes- 
sors and administrators 
are seated among the stu- 
dents to facilitate interac- 
tion and dialogue. 

See HIGH TABLE, pace A5 


academic and the layout 
of the room includes an 
elevated table, labeled the, 
High Table. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed 
the High Table event on 
Monday evening. This 


as President Ronald Dan- 
iels and other University 
deans. 

“High Table dinner was 
the first time the entire 
class had gotten together 
since Orientation, and it 


‘cial aid for 
both the Krieger School of 
Arts and Sciences and the 
Whiting School of Engi- 
neering. 

“Vice Provost Phillips 
is committed to pursuing 


at a young age. Some stud- 
ies show that 53 percent of 
13-year olds are unhappy 
with their bodies, and 65 
percent of women and girls 
have an eating disorder. 
‘SEE REPRESENTATION, pace A5 


INSIDE 


THe JoHNs Hopkins News-Letter 


NEWS & FEATURES 


MarcH 15, 2012 


Lexie Mountain and David Reville speak at DMC(’s Artist Talk 


By LAN YU 
Managing Editor 

The Digital Media Cen- 
ter (DMC) hosted 
David Reville and Lexie 
Mountiain in their Artist 
Talk event cosponsored by 
the High Zero foundation. 
The two spoke in the Mat- 
tin Center’s SDS Room last 
Sunday about their use of 
technology in the arts. 

“Where does the future 
come from?” Reville said. “It 
comes from everywhere.” 

Reville, who works as 
a composer and musicolo- 
gist, teaches music 
technology at the Universi- 
ty of Maryland, Baltimore 
County. 


artists 


also 


Reville focused his talk 
on how the arts have tried 
to divine the future of 
technology through me- 
diums, such as film and 
fashion, to varying levels 
of inaccuracy. Playing be- 
hind Reville during his 
talk were a collection of 
clips from various science- 
fiction films through the 
decades, including scenes 
from Minority Report. 

In many of these scene, 
Reville finds that the tech- 
nology portrayed is not ac- 
tually of the future, but may 
be a reflection of ourselves. 

“Sometimes, what we see 
depicted is not so much a 
guess about the future as it a 
mirror image of ourselves.” 

One technology theme 
that Reville alluded to with 
respect to speculations on 
future technologies was an 
element of fear in the out- 
look individuals may have. 

“If we're afraid of the 
future because of the speed 
of technological change — I 
mean as a culture — that of 
course can result in a view 
that is apocalyptic,” he said. 

Reville also shared his 
views on what has hin- 
dered technological ad- 
vances, namely the trouble 


that people can have in 
embracing something new 

they couldn't see the use 
of a new device. “When the 
telephone was first intro- 


duced, people didn’t see 
the point,” he said. “People 
would ask the question, 


‘Well why the heck would 
I want to speak to someone 
who isn’t here’ 

As Reville 
News-Letter, 
the role of technology in 
the arts was recent within 


told The 
his focus on 


the past three or four years, 
but he has maintained a 
much longer-term interest 
in the subject. 

“It made me reflect on 
how those things fit togeth- 
er and how it’s going to re- 
late to the bigger things, 
the bigger questions in life 
in a way.” 

While his teaching at 
UMBC focuses more on 
training students to utilize 
editing programs, occa- 
sionally he discusses some 
of the larger questions of 
the arts and_ technology 
with his students. 

“It’s just something that 
is evident in the way we 
talk about things, maybe 
more than sitting a class 
down trying to have a phil- 
osophical discussion,” Re- 
ville said. “Things come up 
naturally to the students. . 
It’s a bit of an osmosis ap- 
proach to theorizing rather 
than something that’s go- 
ing to be build into a class.” 

Alexandra Macchi, who 
goes by her stage name of 
Lexie Mountain, highlight- 
ed segments of her expan- 
sive portfolio of artwork in 
various mediums. In her 
musical work, Mountain 
has her own solo projects 
but highlighted a collab- 
orative project with sev- 
eral other women entitled 
the Lexie Mountain Boys. 
The group utilized various 
vocalizations without any | 
form of instrumental ac- | 


YOUR PATH TO 


The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Awards 


| tion 


companiment or common- 
place musical structure. 
“This is how we are re- 
acting to each other; this is 
how we are reacting to the 
and this is how we 
are navigating the social en- 
vironment by turning it into 
these songs. We felt really 
strongly 


world 


about bringing. it 
into the world in a way that 
is semi-confrontational.” 
Macchi also felt that the 
group confronted the usu- 
al conformations of music 
and the gender identities 
that society had usually 
ascribed to women. How- 
ever, the challenge for her 
was to convey it through 
humor in a way that peo- 
ple would be able to under- 
stand it and appreciate it. 
“We, in a sense, want- 
ed to intrude on people’s 
space and at the same time 


let them be in on the joke, 
that these roles are put 
upon people and we have 
said. “The 
you transmit humor 
is really tangled and you 
can't always say ‘guys this 


a choice,” she 


way 


is the joke’ because some 
will want to figure it out 
for themselves.” 

The project had gar- 
nered significant reaction 
online, which excited Mac- 
chi regardless of what she 
would read from them. 

“One thing about Moun- 
tain Boys is that it always 
draws a reaction out of 
people, which is interest- 
ing to me because a purely 
sort of innocuous band or 
an innocuous painting is 
not enough to really enrage 
people,” she said. “Moun- 
tain Boys really drew out 
some spectacular reactions 


from people and it was of- 
ten people who could not 
stand what we were trying 
to do. We didn’t have in- 
struments or anything. . .so 
we would make up things 
on the fly.” 

“People either really 
liked it or they really hated 
it, and my goodness they 
really hated it.” 

Macchi has also worked 
on a number of installation 
projects, including a dis- 
play at Baltimore’s Trans- 
modern festival. 

“I basically transformed 
this space into a rear projec- 
tion-type cinema, and each 
night there were different 
featured performers.” 

Recently, Macchi has 
been working on projects 
in the UMBC imaging and 
digital art graduate pro- 
gram, which include tak- 


ing image stills from high- 
ly compressed files used in 
HD camcorders. 

“When you look at it 
in this open-source video 
program, it creates patterns 
and things that weren't 
there,” she explained. “To 
my mind these are unique 
footprints, unique  arti- 
facts... This is a sort of an 
accidental discovery, but 1 
have been making these. I 
would say that these are a 
sort of a new uniform that 
we have in art.” 

According to Rose Burt, 
an audio specialist at the 
DMC, Artist Talk is not a 
formal series, but there is 
an overarching theme. 

“We're interested in 
technology and the arts, so 
a lot of these speakers tend 
to be artists who are using 
technology,” Burt said. 


Hopkins hosts intercollegiate climbing competition 


By MARY KATHERINE 
ATKINS 
( LOpy Editor 


Hopkins hosted its an- 
nual bouldering competi- 
this past Saturday, 
Mar. 10. As part of the Mid 
Atlantic Collegiate Climb- 
ing Competition Series, the 
bouldering competition at- 
tracted students from Hop- 
kins, Slippery Rock Uni- 
versity, Towson University 
and University of Mary- 
land, College Park. 

The Mid Atlantic Colle- 


| giate Climbing Competition 


Series holds five competi- 
tions throughout the year, 
inviting climbers to qualify 
for larger competitions and 


| earn championship titles. 


Hopkins’s competition 


was held in the newly reno- 
vated bouldering cave at 


afford Johns Hopkins undergraduates unique 


opportunities to conduct independent research 


As a PURA recipient you can... 


Develop critical research skills 


Work with renowned. JHU faculty 


Receive awards up to $2,500 


the Ralph S. O'Connor Rec- 
reation Center. Competitors 
were anxious to test out the 
revamped facility, which 
re-opened to the public on 
Feb. 14 of this year. 

Construction efforts 
were made possible largely 
due to the money raised 
through hosting  climb- 
ing competitions. Hopkins 
replaced the old flooring, 
comprised of small rocks 
that absorbed force, with 
gymnastics-quality cush- 
ioning. In addition, all 
remnants of the old squash 
court walls were concealed 
with bright blue paint. 

The Outdoor Pursuits 
Climbing Wall Staff orga- 
nized the bouldering com- 
petition this past Saturday 
in conjunction with several 
sponsors, including REI, 
Carma’s Café, One World 
Café and Cold Stone Cream- 
ery. The sponsors generous- 
ly donated a range of great 
prizes, such as gift cards, 
titanium water bottles and a 
neon green portable camp- 
ing chair. 

Between the awesome 
prizes, the newly refur- 
bished cave and the prom- 
ise of a day full of climb- 
ing, this year’s bouldering 
contest attracted an un- 
precedented number of 26 
competitors. Senior Anne 
Hobson, the General Man- 
ager of the Climbing Wall 
Staff, was pleased with the 
turnout of both competi- 
tors and spectators. 

“This year’s bouldering 


comp was especially excit- 
ing because we had over 
three times the amount of 
competitors than last year. 
It was exciting to see all 
our efforts as Wall Staff 
pay off,” Hobson said. 

What distinguished this 
competition from other 
athletic events at Hopkins 
was the inclusive atmo- 
sphere. The three different 
levels — beginner (VO-V2), 
intermediate (V3-V5) and 
advanced (V6 +) — made 
the competition accessible 
to any student with an in- 
terest in bouldering. 

A sense of energy capti- 
vated the bouldering cave, 
as spectators encouraged the 
competitors to stay strong 
and work through the prob- 
lems set by the Wall Staff. It 
was nice to witness students 
from different schools com- 
ing together in such a sup- 
portive environment. 

‘It had a great atmo- 
sphere, everyone cheering 
each other on and so forth,” 
junior Kielan Crow, the 
winner of the men’s begin- 
ner division, wrote to The 
News-Letter in an email. 

Crow discovered boul- 
dering two years ago; how- 
ever, he had prior experi- 
ence top roping. Bouldering 
differs from top roping in 
that the climber cannot ex- 
ceed 12 feet. Since climbers 
do not wear harnesses while 
bouldering, the climbers are 
forced to pay greater atten- 
tion to their technique. 

“Bouldering is good for 


me because I'm a horrible 
technical climber, and so it 
forces me to complete moves 
by myself without help from 
the rope,” Crow wrote. 

Sophomore Miura 
Hawkins, who won the 
women’s advanced divi- 
sion, appreciates boul- 
dering for the freedom of 
movement that it allows. 

“1 like top roping better, 
but bouldering is cool be- 
cause there are interesting 
moves you can do because 
youre not constrained by 
a rope,” Hawkins told The 
News-Letter. 

While some people, such 
as Hawkins, started climb- 
ing during their childhood, 
most of the competitors dis- 
covered bouldering and top © 
roping at their respective 
universities. 

Hopkins’s spring boul- 
dering competition proved _ 
successful. Both competi- 
tors and spectators, alike, 
enjoyed themselves. Hop- 
kins also raised proceeds 
from competition fees to 
go towards maintaining 
the climbing facilities in 
the Rec. Center. 

This semester, the Rec. 
Center has expanded the 
hours for the boulder- 
ing cave; the cave is open 
from 6-10 pm on Monday 
through Thursday. Stu- 
dents do not need to at- 
tend a class or take a test to 
start bouldering. Students 
are only required to sign 
a waiver to use the newly 
renovated bouldering cave. 


Touch and art discussed at symposium 


By JULIA BROACH 
For The News-Letter 


The Hopkins Brain Sci- 
ence Institute (BSi) and 
the Walters Art Museum 
held a symposium entitled, 
Touch-Touch and the Visu- 
al Arts: Neuroscience, Art, 
and Art History on Mar. 
5 in Mason Hall. As a col- 


laboration with a current 
exhibit at the Walters Art 
Museum, Touch and the 


Enjoyment of Sculpture: 


Exploring the Appeal of 
Renaissance Statuettes, it 
explored the associations 
of touch perception with 
enjoyment of sculpture. 


or receive academic credit 


Approximately 50 people 
attended the all day event, 
which lasted from 8:15 a.m. 
to 5:15 p.m. Most attendees 
were Hopkins affiliates. 
According to Jeffrey D. 
Rothstein, the director of 
BSi and Gary Vikan, direc- 
tor of the Walters Art Mu- 
seum, in their introduction 
to the symposium’s pam- 
phlet, BSi and the museum 
“meldied] research of how 
the brain reacts to tactile 
stimuli and the increased 
appreciation of tactikity.” 
The symposium _ fea- 
tured artists and research- 
ers in several informal lec- 
tures. The event discussed 
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are made possible by the Hodson Trust. eM 1 Be P8Cdy ee ics, architecture, art and 


dance. The’ symposium 


many aspects of aesthet-— 


began with a welcome by 
director Vikan and the di- 
rector of the Interdisciplin- 
ary Partnerships of the BSi, 
Susan Magsaman. 

Some of the featured 
lectures that followed in- 
cluded “The Two Sides of 
Touch: One Senses, One 
Feels. . .” by Francis Mc- 
Glone of Liverpool John 
Moores University in Eng- 
land; “The aesthetics of 
touch in the sighted and 
blind” by Steven Hsiao of 
Hopkins and “The role of 
touch in decision making 
by buyers and scholars of 
Chinese porcelain” by the 
Executive Vice President of 
Sotheby’s North America, 
Henry Howard-Sneyd. 

Howard-Sneyd, So- 
theby’s leading auction- 
eer globally in the field of 
Asian Art, discussed the 
importance of touch as a 
deciding factor in the eval- 
uation and buying of fine 
Chinese works. He began 
his presentation by show- 
ing a photograph of a $150 
million Hong Kong vase 
and asked, “Why would 
someone buy this?” 

Howard-Sneyd an- 
swered this question 
through his presentation 
of different Chinese piec- 
es, ranging from rough, 
smooth, cool, heavy, even 
and soft. Touch can cre- 
ate exotic feelings within 


a buyer or show someone 
an aspect unable to be un- 
derstood without touch, 
Howard-Sneyd said. 

“Touch was the reason 
I fell in love with Chinese 
art,” Howard-Sneyd told 
the audience. 

The lecture elicited a 
positive response from the 
audience. People were able 
to feel the objects Howard- 
Sneyd was talking about. 

“This presentation made 
me view objects and my 
own relationship to them 
in a much different light,” 
Louise Washer, who. at- 
tended the symposium, 
said. “As a sculptor, I am 

drawn to touching and 
modeling, but now I un- 
derstand more about the 
origins of that pull.” 

The symposiums foun- 
dations are rooted in a Wal- 
ters Art Museum exhibit, 
Touch and the Enjoyment 
of Sculpture: Exploring 
the Appeal of Renaissance 
Statuettes, which opened 
earlier this January. It’s 
goal was to create an ex- 
hibit where visitors could 
explore the sense of touch 
and understand its role in 
the enjoyment of the visual 
arts. The museum's exhibit 
uses copies of small statu- 
ettes from the Renaissance 
period in order to promote 
exploration of the impor- 
tance of touch. 
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By CHRISTINA SOCIAS 
For 7 , \ us-L¢ 


Hopkins’s_ history pro 
§ram ts ranked within the 
top ten of the nation. The 
Leonard and Helen R. Stul- 
man Professor of History, 
Franklin Knight, brings an 
already-prestigious pro- 
gram to another level 

Full of passion, wit, sar- 
casm and humor, Knight 
has been educating Hop- 


kins 


American 


students Latin 
and Caribbean 
history for forty years. He 
specializes in the late colo- 
nial period in Latin Ameri- 
ca and the Caribbean. 
Although Knight has 
been teaching at Hopkins 
since 1973, he did not always 
know that this would be his 
future and entered college 
uncertain about his career. 
“Tl sort of backed 
history and liked Latin 
America the Carib- 
said. “Il am 


on 


into 


and 

bean,” Knight 
going to say, I hope it’s not 
flippant, but by accident.” 

As to what job he want- 
ed, Knight was only cer- 
tain of one thing. 

“Il knew that I wanted 
to] not work or work the 
least possible and not pay 
taxes, and I didn’t quite 
succeed at that,” Knight 
said. 

He was, however, suc- 
cessful in his education. 

After growing up in Ja- 
maica, Knight moved to 
the United Kingdom for 
boarding school. 

“Most of my life was in 
British public-style board- 
ing school,” Knight said. 

Outside of academ- 
ics, he played numerous 
sports. 

“T was quite an athlete 
as a kid. I ran pretty well, I 
played cricket, tennis for a 
little while, field hockey, ail 
before I started drinking,” 
Knight said. 

After boarding school, 


Knight went on to gradu- 
ate from the University 
College of the West Indies- 
He then earned 
his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees 
from the University of Wis- 
consin-Madison. 

Knight enjoyed the Uni- 
versity of but 
had little for the 
Wisconsin climate. 

“T hated the weather, the 
location was frightful, and 
I have still not caught on to 
Wisconsin people,” Knight 
said. “I think they are pe- 
culiar.” 


London 


Wisconsin 


praises 


He does, on the other 
hand, share many praises 
for fine food and beverage, 
two of his other passions. 

“T eat a lot and drink a 
lot, far too much,” Knight 
said. “I love to eat.” 

Knight is passionate 
about good food and drink. 
He even teaches a seminar 
which covers various rums 
of the Americas. 

As. an undergrad, 
Knight also pursued an- 
other one of his passions, 
Latin American culture. 
After accepting a paid trip 
from the British education 
system, Knight ended up 
in Mexico for a term. 

“The British undergrad 
system before Margaret 
Thatcher was different 
and allowed undergradu- 
ate students to travel 
around the world at the 
university’s expense,” 
Knight said. 

“They give you a round- 
trip ticket to anywhere in 
the world you could jus- 
tify was relevant to your 
study,” Knight said. “That’s 
how I got to Mexico.” 

Later, Knight joined the 
Hopkins faculty because of 
the culture he observed. 

“T was attracted to Hop- 
kins because I think it re- 
ally was an_ intellectual 
community,” Knight said. 

“The serious students 


here are very serious and ° 
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Knight sheds light on studies, life 


it’s a pleasure to work with 
students who are prepared 
to think and really do so.” 
Knight is a 
among students 
currently a finalist for 
the 2011-2012 Excellence 


in Teaching Awards. His 


tavorite 
and is 


teaching style is unique in 
the history department. 

“1 focus on ways to think 
clearly, logically and coher- 
ently rather than merely to 
memorize, store and repro- 
duce information,” Knight 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. “I also try to 
communicate the excite- 
ment of learning.” 

When it comes to learn- 
ing, Knight believes under- 
grads should supplement 
their studies with better ad- 
vising. He strongly believes 
in exploring relationships 
with professors and finding 
mentors at Hopkins. 

“Undergraduates could 
be much more proactive in 
getting better advising,” 
Knight said. “It doesn’t have 
to bejust one formal advisor. 
. [have had a great number 
of mentors throughout my 
professional life,” Knight 
said. “I have a wonderful 
circle of close friends and 
confidants in my Ford Fel- 
lows associates.” 

In addition to better 
advising,’ Knight believes 
Hopkins students should 
explore Baltimore and the 
D.C. area more extensively. 

His top must-see sites in 
Baltimore range from the 
Green Mount Cemetery 
to Fort McHenry. He also 
recommends the Railroad 
Museum and Fells Point. 

After forty years, it 
seems that Knight has seen 
and done it all, and soon 
he will be retiring from 
Hopkins and teaching as a 
whole. 

“T have way overspent 
my time,” Knight said. “I see 
light at the end of the tunnel. 
I see my boat lifting anchor.” 


By CHRISTINA WARNER 


Editor-in-Chief 


Wednesday evening, au- 
thor and political strategist 
Sophia Nelson spoke on the 
evolving nature of woman- 
hood and being a woman of 
color for Women’s History 
Month. The event was co- 
sponsored by Women’s His- 
tory Month Committee and 
the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs (OMA). 

Irene Ferguson, a co- 
chair of Women’s History 
Month, introduced Nel- 
son as “one of a handful of 
African-American opinion 
writers.” Nelson has been 
featured in political media 
outlets such as CNN, Wash- 
ington Post and NPR. 

Sarah Sanchez, Pro- 
gram Coordinator at OMA, 
spoke about Nelson’s in- 
clusion in the month-long 
events focusing on wom- 
en’s education and empow- 
erment. “That’s something 
about being a woman that 
hasn’t been appreciated in 
the past,” Sanchez said. 

Nelson’s book Black 
Woman Redefined: Dispel- 
ling Myths and Discover- 
ing Fulfillment in the Age 
of Michelle Obama was 
published in 2011. 

The bookis based on what 
Nelson has dubbed “the age 
of Michelle Obama.” She 
believes that Obama's ac- 
tions have’ allowed her to 
become a role model for all 
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Sophia Nelson encourgaed a discussion format in order to engage the audience with the content 


Sophia Nelson speaks on redefining women 


women, though especially 
young —§ African-American 
women. And ina generation 
plagued by the likes of the 
Kardashians, Obama’s pres- 
ence is especially important. 
As a_ political 
writer, she noted, “I know 
I’m supposed to be unbi- 
ased, but I’ll never write a 
bad word about her.” 

Nelson encouraged at- 
tendees to take notes and 
participate in the conver- 
sation, creating a dialogue 
and noting the differences 
in perspective between 
generations and gender. 

Nelson focused on the 
generational differences by 
speaking about her genera- 
tion, Generation X and the 
college-aged Generation 
Next. “For you, you don’t 
see racism anymore. You 
don’t see sexism anymore. 
But the numbers point to a 
different reality.” 

She stressed that the 
younger generations, 
though they might have 
notions of equality, are still 
not achieving what they 
deserve. And women who 
do become successful are 
not without judgment. She 
cited Hillary Clinton who, 
in a poll, was voted “Angri- 
est Black Woman.” 

“Just because she had 
an opinion, just because 
she wanted to express her 
views, she’s a ‘b word,” 
Nelson said. “You gotta 
change the game. The rules 


opinions 


of the game were not de- 
signed for you to win.” 

She explained that all in- 
dividuals are subject to ste- 
reotype, regardless of race 
or gender, and that redefin- 
ing these stereotypes will 
help to move Generation 
Next into a better position. 

“When you're at your 
age, you are defining your 
life. You can’t redefine 
something unless it’s been 
defined,” she said. 

Her talk revolved 
around guiding advice 
such as knowing one’s val- 
ue and following one’s pas- 
sion. Education and one’s 
life partner are the most 
important decisions a per- 
son can make in life. 

Though she encouraged 
following one’s passion, 
she cautioned students to 
choose a major that “makes 
sense” in the global world 
and economy. 

Charlene Hayes, Vice 
President of Human Re- 
sources at Hopkins, dis- 
agreed. “It’s not all about a 
job. It’s not about what you 
study. It’s about what you do 
with what you learn,” Hayes 
said. 

Junior Teno Boone, presi- 
dent of the Black Student 
Union felt Nelson’s speech 
was important for Hopkins. 
“We're always talking about 
the next latest biomedi- 
cal development or maybe 

some politician. . .and this is 
about life.” 
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MIS-ADVENTURES, From Al 


the Black Student Union, 


said. 
Rae came up with “The 
Mis-Adventures of Awk- 


ward Black Girl” 


awkward character. 
The Office 
Enthusiasm 
to include more 
characters. Rae 
idea in her head 
for two years but 
decided to imple- 
ment it when she 
read ane article 
about what the 
black Liz Lemon 
would be like. 
“When I was 
reading this, | 
was like, oh my 
God, this is my 
idea, somebody’s 
about to take it,” 


and Curb 
but 


had 


because 
she wanted to create black 
comedy that depicted an 
She 
was inspired by shows like 
Your 
wanted 
diverse 
the 


here 
awk- 


a certain way, and 
comes Issa, and she’s 
ward and black.” 

Freshman Amanda 
Nwaopara liked hearing 
the actresses talk about the 
production of the show. 

“I really enjoyed their 
talk because you just see 
the show but... you nev- 
er really knew what was 
intended, what wasn’t in- 
tended,” “Now 


she said. 


we have a lot of insight as 


NEWS & FEATURES 


Tracey Oliver and Issa Rae discuss their popular web series 


on set. However, by the 
sixth episode, the pair was 
broke. They were reluctant 
to send a direct email to 
their fans begging for mon- 
ey. They had heard about a 
website called Kickstarter 
where anyone could con- 
tribute money. They had to 
set a goal, and if that goal 


was reached in 30 days, 
they would receive the 
money. Since they were 


averaging 60,000 views per 
episode, 
Oliver and 
| Rae decid- 
ed to make 
their goal 
i $102.0'0' 0% 
They re- 
| ceived over 
$36,000. 
heir 
goals for 
|} next year 
are to get 


picked up 


Rae said during by a _ net- 
the discussion. “1 work like 
wanted to show FX, where 
that we also can ty hte y 
be quirky and would 
mainstream just ams have cre- 
like The Office NATHALIA GIBBS/ PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR ative con- 
and also include Issa Rae created “Awkward Black Girl’ and plays J on the show. trol. They 
color. met with 

Oliver, who went to towhatwentonbehindthe a major network produc- 


Stanford with Rae and 
plays Nina on the show, 
wanted to produce because 
she liked the unique por- 
trayal of black women, es- 
pecially Rae’s character, J. 
“The most notable as- 
pect of the show for me is 
Issa. I think the reason why 
so many people respond to 
her is because she really 
embodies what a lot of us 
look like, [which] we don’t 
see on television. The fact 
that she is dark and the fact 
that she does have short, 
natural hair is revolution- 
ary. And it’s something 
that reflects the changing 
times that we’re in. Even 
looking around the room, I 
see so much natural hair,” 
Oliver said. “You see a lot 
‘of women [on TV] that look 


scenes.” 

When Rae started the 
show, she had no bud- 
get. The first episode pre- 
miered on Feb. 3, 2011, with 
a new episode coming out 
every month. She had to 
quit her job after the first 
few episodes because she 
was constantly working on 
the show. This meant that 
the quality of the sound 
and the filming was not as 
perfect as they would have 
liked it to be. 

“I decided to shoot it 
guerilla style to just get my 
idea out there,” Rae said. 

This also meant that 
they had to do their own 
hair and buy their own 
clothes for each episode 
because they did not have 
a professional hair stylist 


SSANDELLA’S 
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er, who they declined to 
name, who wanted to re- 
place Rae with a celebrity 
like Lauren London. Both 


Oliver and Rae feel that | 


this would completely 
take away the point of the 
show and the 
Rae put into its concep- 
tion. They also enjoy hav- 
ing the show online right 
now, as the screens can 
be filmed, edited and dis- 
tributed in a short amount 
of time. 

“If you want to create 
your own _ opportunity, 
now’s the time to do it be- 
cause of the Web,” Oliver 
said. “You don’t have to 
be a millionaire; you don’t 
have to be from LA; you 
can do it from anywhere 
you want.” 


aS off one chicken 
fajita quesadilla! 


effort that | 


An interview with “The Mis-Adventures of Awkward Black Girl stars 


By NATHALIA GIBBS 


Photography Editor 


The News-Letter sat 
with Tracy Oliver 
and after their 
presentation to talk more 
about their 


down 
Issa Rae 
experiences 
“The Mis- 

Awkward 


in producing 
Adventures of 
Black Girl.” 


News-Letter (N-L): Is 
there anything that 
would go back and change 


you 


if you could? 

Issa Rae (IR): There were 
a lot of editing things that 
were rushed, and | would 
definitely change some of 
those things. I would’ve 
[liked] more time. . .to do 
things. And I would’ve 
taken advantage of social 
media way more. 

[racy Oliver (TO): For 
me, it was sound. That's 
something that, with some 
of the voiceovers in the be- 
ginning, you miss them, 
because they’re so low 
compared to the rest of it. 
Especially the line, “I don’t 
hate Mexicans.” It is so low 
that it’s, like, not there. 
So when she says, “I hate 
Mexicans,” it just leaves 
it at that, because people 
miss that line. So I think 
sound for sure, I'd go back 
and change it. 


N-L: Did you think the 
show would be this suc- 

cessful? 

IR: No. I thought it was 
going to expand my port- 
folio, and then my friends 
and family would think 
it was good, but I never 
imagined this. 

TO: I would say yes and 
no, just because I thought 
that it was doing some- 
thing new and fresh in 
a way that could kind of 
dominate a section of the 
marketplace because no 
one else was doing it. But 

, I had no idea that it 
Ww stn get this big. 


N-L: Was it hard to find 
people to embody your 
characters? 

TO: Almost everybody, 
except Cici and Boss Lady, 
everyone is a friend. 


“The 2012 


N-L: Does this bring you 
all closer together? 
lO: It makes the expe- 


rience more fun. It’s like 
chilling with homies. 
N-L: What was the 


whole idea behind the col- 
lege tour, what made you 
guys want to go out and 
talk about it? 

rO: A lot of college stu- 
dents seem to be already 
watching it and comment- 
ing, and it was already a 
big audience-base. 

IR: And we were get- 
ting a lot of requests from 
the faculty to come see the 
students. 

TO: I think it was a logi- 
cal thing to do, you know, 
we should actually 
tour and meet the f 


do a 
fans in 
person. 


N-L: Has it been fun? 

TO: Yeah, we get to trav- 
el and see the screening a 
million times, but it’s awe- 
some because each time 
we watch it, every crowd 
reacts to it different and 
laughs at different things. 
We still laugh. 

IR: It’s really cool to 
meet different people and 
see how it is affecting peo- 
ple, like how the show res- 
onates with each person. 


N-L: When you went to 
Stanford, did you have any 
idea that you were going to 
do something like this? 

IR: I knew that I want- 
ed to go into entertain- 
ment for sure, but I was 
going to college to either 
go into law or business or 
something. I wanted to 
figure out what I wanted 
to do [outside of acting] 
because I knew that my 
parents wouldn’t improve 
because it wasn’t a stable 
job. I was also pursu- 
ing things, and I knew I 


‘would find a creative way. 


like, if | was going to 
law, I would implement 
writing and skits into my 
law. Everything I was go- 
ing to do, I was going to 
find a way to make it cre- 
ative, but I didn’t really 
consider making it my ca- 
reer until I met her (Tracy 


“Fellowship Pha 


Oliver). 


N-L: Do you get recog- 
nized in publica lot? 

IR: Surprisingly 
yes. It’s crazy. 

rO: It depends on where 
For some reason, the 
times | 


now, 


it is. 
least amount of 
get recognized is in LA. 
But when I was in Atlanta, 
| couldn’t go anywhere 
without someone saying 
something. Just arriving 
in the airport, when I was 
writing in the coffee shop 
I'd pull out my headphones 


and talk every five sec- 
onds. 
N-L: Do you like that? 
lO: The good thing 


about it for me is that I get 
to prove that I’m nota prs 
People are always like, “Oh 
was so afraid 
to talk to you.” It always 
starts like that, there’s al- 
ways some friend hiding 
in the corner, who’s too 
afraid to talk to me. They 
always think that [Rae’s] 
amazing and nice and that 
I'll breathe fire, that I’m the 
dragon lady, so that’s cool. 


my God, | 


N-L: Can you tell us 
anything about Season 2? 

IR: We’re going to ex- 
plore themes of inter- 
racial dating, for sure. 
We're going to meet Jay 
and Jay’s parents and 
we're going to see how 
the office politics play 
out with the new boss. 


N-L: Would you date Jay 
in real life? 

IR: The character Jay? | 
totally would. 

TO: | would be all up on 
White Jay in real life, if that 
existed. He’s acting, we're 
giving him lines. He’s 
not that nice. I mean, he’s 
a gentleman, he’s great, 
but white guys aren't 
walking around ~ “sa in 
that “your inothe mine 
beautiful.” We’ give him 
amazing stuff to say that 
black people will eat up. If 
someone was actually like 
that, | would die. I would 
holler so quickly at White 
Jay. I really like Fred too, 
though. 
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Charles Village Video 
Americain ates ils doors Raebracencer 


VIDEO, From Al 

The owners of the store 
thanked the crowd for its 
continuous support during 
Video Americain’s run. 

Rahne Alexander, 
mer Video 
manager and_ current 
Operations and Devel- 
opment Manager for the 
Maryland Film Festival, 
made a public final rental 
return following her own 
speech. In __ traditional 
Video Americain clerk 
fashion, she offered a few 
movie suggestions for the 
crowd. 

“1 cannot believe how 
important this location has 
been for organizing this 
community,” she said be- 
fore dropping the movies 
in the return slot. 

Alexander moved to 
Baltimore because Video 
Americain convinced her 
that Baltimore might not 
be such a bad place to live. 
She worked at both loca- 
tions beginning in 2005 ex- 
periences she had by work- 
ing at the store. 

“I had a woman come 
in and she said ‘I really 
need a movie that’s going 
to make me cry, and I'm 
like, ‘Okay. How do you 
feel about animals?’ And 
she’s like, ‘I love dogs espe- 
cially’ and I’m like, ‘You're 
going to watch Wendy and 
Lucy,” Alexander said. 

She attributes this sort 
of experience as an irre- 
placeable charactertistic of 
video stores. “Watch Netf- 
lix do that for you. Let’s see 
Netflix do that particular 
thing.” 

The store, what Alex- 
ander calls “the heart of 
Charles Village,” was more 
than just a place to rent 
films. It was about commu- 
nity. 

“It’s about being able to 
connect with: people and 
sometimes being able to 
give them exactly what 
they want and sometimes 
just being puzzled by what 
people expect.” 

The video store became 
a staple in the Charles Vil- 
lage community. 

“You didn’t get a ton of 
foot traffic from JHU stu- 
dents or the residents on 
the business block [of St. 
Paul Street], which is now 
pretty much the hub of 
Charles Village,” Coelho 
said long time residents of 
Charles Village have told 
him. 

“Tt almost became a cen- 
ter for artist and. . .musi- 
cians and weirdos to get 
together and find a quirky 
brand of cinema that before 
was really hard to find.” 

Cory Schuler, a Video 
Americain employee, the 
organizer of the vigil and a 
life long Baltimore County 
resident, reminisced on the 
experiences he had “going 
downtown” and visiting 
the “quirky store” with his 
friends. 

“It’s sad to think future 
generations wont have 


for- 
Americain 


that ability anymore, re- 
stricted to their Internet, 
their homes and their com- 
puters,” Schuler said. 

On Friday, Mar. 16, Vid- 
eo Americain will begin 
to sell its inventory which 
consists of 20,000 to 30,000 
DVDs and VHS. 


The col- | 


lection is vast and includes | 


rare and out-of-print titles. 

The 
to continue’ until 
May and may be extended 
based upon the communi- 
ty response. 

According the The Balti- 
more Sun, the store may sell 


parts of its collection to the | 


Maryland Institute College 
of Art (MICA) and Hop- 
kins in order to keep the 
collection local. 

However, concerns have 
been expressed over an 
institution, such as Hop- 
kins, acquiring the collec- 
tion. According to Schuler, 
some Baltimore residents 
are concerned that if Hop- 
kins were to purchase the 
collection, it would not be 
available to the commu- 


nity. 
With the advent of the 
online video streaming 


and downloading, the 
video store business model 
has faced serious challeng- 
es. 

“Business has _ been 
dropping,” Coelho said. 
“But we've always been 
able to adapt to lowering 
business in a way that we 
maintain.” 

However, the recent 
mild winter has _per- 
turbed Video Americain’s 
efforts. 

Typically, the store sees 
a bump in business dur- 
ing winter that gives them 
“extra cushion” during 
the spring and summer 
when business subsides, 
according to Coelho. But 
this year’s mild weather 


has dampened such a 
spike. 
Additionally, Video 


Americain owner Barry 
Solan has faced health is- 
sues, including open heart 
surgery a year ago. Recent- 
ly his health has improved 
enough to allow him to 
oversee the closing. 

After the announce- 
ment of the closing of the 
Charles Village location, 
Coelho hopes that the com- 
munity response will help 
to reduce the danger of the 
Cold Spring Lane Video 
Americain facing a similar 
fate. 

“With the community 
seeing what happened at 
this store, [they] will hope- 
fully band together and 
preemptively prevent that 
from happening,” Coelho 
said. 

The original store in 
Keswick does not plan 
to close, offering hope to 
people like Alexander who 
still plan to frequent the 
other location. 

“So long as there's a 
Video Americain in Ballti- 
more things are okay.” 


came on in oH | 


sale is scheduled | 
mid- | 


Tue Jouns Hopkins News-LeEtTrer 


NEWS & FEATURES 


A5 


Miss Se lian explores women through media 


Miss Re prese tation con- 
tained multiple montages 
of explicit, revealing imag- 
es of women’s bodies from 
television shows, movies, 
magazines, ad campaigns 
and video games as ex- 
amples of the media ex- 
ploiting women’s bodies in 
order to appease advertis- 
ers and other capitalistic 
endeavors. 

Hy persexualization 
conditions young men 
to accustom to objectify 


women and assume the 
mindset that they must 
overpower women. Ad- 


ditionally, young girls are 
hypersexualized; women 
traditionally wear similar 
clothing, or lack thereof, in 
G-rated and R-rated mov- 
ies. 

The film also argued 
that women in American 
culture have withdrawn 


cringe was so interesting 
because we see that all the 
time but we never cringe,” 
another member of the au- 
dience said. 

One of Hopkins’s so- 
rorities, Alpha Phi, co- 
sponsored the event and 
brought a large crowd of 
sophomores to the event 
so that they would learn 
about becoming positive, 
empowered role models. 

“We had it as a require- 
ment for the bigs. . .to try 
and raise awareness and 
get people to see the movie 
especially since the idea 
of the big is to mentor the 
new freshman,” junior Ali- 
son Bellows, a member of 
Alpha Phi, said. 

The rivalry between 
women on campus was 
also a topic of discussion, 


illustrating the lack of em- 
powerment among women 
and abundance of competi- 
tion. 

“Women create a lot of 
the problems ourselves. We 
objectify each other and 
ourselves. To a large ex- 
tent that is prevalent in the 
media and how we're por- 
trayed in the media, and 
we internalize that and per- 
petuate it more than I think 
any of us would like and 
more than I’ve realized be- 
fore because | do it myself. 
. in sororities, how we sort 
of go against each other and 
disparage each other, and 
we shouldn't,” Bellows said. 

“You know that our big- 
gest fundraiser. . .is the 
penny wars. The way you 
win that is by putting the 
most amount of money, 


like dollar bills, 
people’s jars. It’s sororities 
versus sororities and fra- 
ternities versus sororities. 
We raised a ton of money, 
but it was because we were 
literally bringing each oth- 
er down,” a student said. 


in other 


Many students said that 


the film inspired them to 
evaluate the media more 
critically. 


“Im going to try to be 


more critical of TV shows, 


movies, advertisements and 


try to bring up, if I’m with 


my friends, ‘Hey, I can’t be- 
lieve they’re actually saying 
that’ or ‘I can’t believe that 
they’re showing her wearing 
absolutely nothing’. . people 
who saw the film will just 
naturally do because now 
we're more aware of things 
like that,” Bellows said. 


2 . . | 
into subordination; for ex- 


ample, women comprise 


51 percent of the popula- | 
| tion and only 17 percent of 


Congress. 

“If people knew that 
Cuba, China, Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan have more wom- 
en in government than the 
United States of America, 
then we'd get some people 
upset “ Gavin Newsom, 
Lieutenant Governor of 
California and former 
mayor of San Francisco, 
said in the film. 

If women do hold lead- 
ership positions, the media 
primarily observes and 
fixates on their physical- 
ity, not their credentials, 
the film stated. The film 
continued to argue that 
women hold only three 
percent of clout positions 
in mainstream media, so 
most of what is depicted in 
the media is from a male 
perspective. 

The film featured 
terviews with famous 
female politicians, enter- 
tainers, activists and aca- 
demics about their expe- 
riences with misogyny. 
Condoleezza Rice, Nancy 
Pelosi, Katie Couric, Rachel 
Maddow, Margaret Cho, 
Rosario Dawson and Glo- 
ria Steinem, to name a few, 
gave interviews on their 
perspective of women’s 
misrepresentation. 

The event drew a large 
crowd, filling the Charles 
Commons Ballroom with 
at least 100 students, both 
men and women. Follow- 
ing the documentary, a 
group of thirty students 
remained to discuss the 
movie. 

Many of the students 
discussed how some of the 
facts the film presented 
surprised and impacted 
them. 

“I think that what really 
shocked me was, it wasn’t 
even a stat, but the fact that 
more women are repre- 
sented in governments in 
places such as Iraq. . that’s 
sad,” a member of the audi- 
ence said. 

“Clips from music vid- 
eos and commercials, just 
seeing people around me 


in- 
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High Table fosters freshman bonding 


HIGH TABLE, From Al 
Daniels, Provost Lloyd B. 
Minor, Dean Katherine 
Newman, Steinberg, Dean 
Susan Boswell and Dean 
Nicholas P. Jones were the 
ones seated at the High 
Table, along with the mem- 
bers of the Freshmen Class 
Council. 

“This being the third 
year of high table, I would 
argue that it was the most 
successful, in terms of get- 
ting so many faculty and ad- 
ministrators to attend. With 
traditions in the making 
such as High Table, a yearly 
concert or the President's 
Day of Service, the ability 
for alumni and future alum- 
ni to have something to talk 
about in common will bring 
the Hopkins community 
closer together,” freshman 
SGA Representative Mahzi 
Martin said. 

“High Table has become 
such a wonderful Johns 
Hopkins tradition. Last 
night, I was delighted to 
see so many students and 
faculty engaged in lively 
discussion and debate, the 
hallmark of a true universi- 
ty community,” said Minor. 

The night started with a 
speech by Freshman Class 
President, Joshua Good- 
stein. He started by remi- 
niscing about how far we 
have come as a class since 
the beginning of the year, 
and what the ideas and in- 
novations that are yet to 
come. Minor and Daniels 
also addressed the fresh- 
men. 


Minor elaborated on 


CORRECTIONS | 


what the High Table means 
for Hopkins in his speech 
at the dinner. 

“One of the differences 
between the High Table 
of Oxford and Cambridge 
and ours, is that at our 
High Table dinner we have 
faculty out with you, seat- 
ed with you this evening 
to speak with you,” Minor 
said to the crowd in the 
Recreation Center. “And 
here at the High table we 
have students with us. This 
reflects the underlying 
spirit and intent of Johns 
Hopkins University, and 
that is in every way, and 
with every activity, put 
you the students in contact 
with faculty and the other 
members of the Hopkins 
community, so that you 
can learn from us, and we 
can learn from you.” 

“Twas _ particularly 
pleased with the turn out 
for High Table and feel that 
this is fast becoming a very 
much looked forward to 
tradition for the freshmen 
class,” Boswell said 

The Recreation Center 
was transformed into a 
banquet with table clothes, 
sparkling apple cider, wait- 
ers and a_ three-course 
meal. 

“High Table was a 
great evening spent with 
friends. The atmosphere 
was fun and lively and the 
food was delicious. It was 
the perfect break from a 
hectic week of midterms 
and a great note to end on 
before Spring Break,” Leah 
Barresi, a freshman, said. 


In the Mar. 8 issue, in the article titled “Jays end 
great year at hands of. Jumbos, ” on B12, it stated 
that the Hopkins women’s basketball team lost by 
14 points to Tufts Univeristy. a8 team ee 
only lost by nine points. 


The News-Letter regrets this error. 


Although many deemed 
the event a success, some 
students noted there was 
room for improvement. 

“This was definitely a 
unique opportunity, and 
a pleasure to attend; how- 
ever, I was expecting a bit 
more from the food. It was 
good, but I thought there 
may have been more of a 
difference between that 
and the FFC,” freshman 
Ryan Schneider said. 

The unique aspect for 
many students at the High 
Table was that they were 
presented with an oppor- 
tunity to converse with a 
professor outside of their 
major and try to learn 
about what they are inter- 
ested in. Professor Daniel 
Deudney was one of the 
professors in attendance. 
Deudney is extremely well 
known within the Inter- 
national Studies commu- 

nity at Hopkins, but when 
placed with a group of biol- 
ogy majors, it was a learn- 
ing opportunity for both 
Deudney and the students. 
“The High Table gave 
me an opportunity to say 
things, which I normal- 
ly wouldn’t say. It was a 
chance to discuss topics of 
interest to me that may not 
necessarily be part of the 
curriculum, and do so with 
a great group of students. 
This was also a great op- 
portunity to bring together 
the Hopkins identity, es- 
pecially with a majority of 
the freshmen class coming 
together with their class 
officers,” Deudney said. 


Apacs CAN Gitive 


(410) 366-4115 


3 E. 33rd Street, Baltimore | www.niwanarestaurant.com 
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11:30am - 10:30pm, Sun. 1:00pm - 9:30pm 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


HOW MUCH HYPE CAN WE GET IN HERE 


THE MORE FANS WE GET ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE, TH 
| MORE PRIZES WE WILL RELEASE FOR YOU TO WIN! = 


IF YOU WANT TO BE A PART OF IT, | Qpuhs 
INVITE ALL OF YOUR FRIENDS 10 | BLA 
BECOME A FAN OF NOLANS ON | HUGE 


3” 10 JOIN THE MAYHEM! STUDENT LOUNGE 


+ 


650 FANS 


For all of the latest news on upcoming 
events at your campus living room and 
for a chance to win prizes, like us! - 


To schedule your own 
student group’s event 
at Nolan's Student 
Lounge, contact Craig 
Rosenblum at 
croseni3@jhu.edu. A 


limited number of 
dates are still 
available! 


: Ll: | =e mae Have any questions or 
: suggestions for future 
program ideas? Want 
us to order the latest 
Xbox game? As the 
Nolan's Student 
Manager! 
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HIP HOP 
The next generation of COLUMNS is here. This is the place for restaurants, fashion, fitness, cooking, ‘relationships, , lifestyle e and ‘trends 


Game change, running tips, warm weather and a Facebook meme 


Thomas L. Friedman 
Pass the Books. Hold the Oil. vit maOaeae 


+ 


NYTimesFriedman 


ima 


2h 


Great NYT op-ed this past week by Mr. Friedman. He's usually spot on with his thoughts (in my opinion). In this 


one, 


“Pass the Books. Hold the Oil”, 


education and the future of America. Well done! 


John Maxwell XXX 
70 degrees for the rest of the week? I'll take it 


Tommy discusses some impressive things about Taiwan, the importance of 


8h 


Take that Punxsutawney Phil! Who said it wasn’t spring yet? The weather the past couple of days has been in- 
credible. Want proof? There are students on the beach. Hopefully the weather stays like this for a good amount 


of time. 


Conan O'Brien — ConanO! 


| found the iPad 3 announcement especially disappointing because 


I’m still standing in line for my iPad 2. 


Last week, Apple released its new iPad 3. With a new pixel resolution as one of its main features, the iPad 3 seems 
like an awesome little device. With line problems a huge problem at most Apple locations around the country 
(remember the iPhone 4S?), Conan pokes a little fun at this one. 


than good. ow.ly/9xmID” 


Laurin Wolf © /aurir 
®runnersworld: New Biche stretchina before running = more harm 
charhealy you knew it all along, right?? 


3 M ar 


8 Mar 


Laurin Wolf and Charlotte Healy, Hopkins’ marathon extraordinaires, tweet amongst themselves about the bene- 
fits/harms of stretching before running. I’m no expert, but after seeing these two student's times in the Baltimore 
Marathon, Id listen to anything they had to say about running. 


ll 


pourmecoffee = pourme 
Game Change is on HBO 5 tonight If you record it and play it 


backwards it's the story of John McCain reaaining his dianity. 


10 Mar 


This past Saturday, HBO let loose its controversial-yet scarily accurate-portrayal of Palin’s journey in her cam- 
paign. Like it or hate it, it’s easy to see that Julianne Moore and Woody Harrelson were absolutely incredible don’t 
ya know (in my best Palin impersonation). 


Ryan Kahn 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features 
some of the top posts around 
the Twitter realm that deal 
with the week’s top stories in 
sports, politics, pop culture 
and all things news. 


Bruce Hamilton 
fe Lome. Miller, vou're not the only one who knows how to us¢ 
be KD Surraceae 


HINKS HE'S SMART FOR POSTING 
pAbOUT HIS PROFESSORS ON FACEBOOK’ 


It’s only March, and this may be the tweet/Facebook 
post of the year. Whether this is really Bruce Hamilton 
or not, this post has gotten a lot of hype over the past 24 
hours and for good reason, it’s hilarious! 


efore I launch 
into this 
week’s rant, I 
want to send 
out a quick 
message to Miss Gauthier 
who wrote an article last 


actuality, I sleep horribly 
while I’m actually asleep. 
When I wake up, I’m more 
exhausted than the night 
before. Thank goodness 
I’m a morning person or 
else I would walk around 


week like a 
about Username: Gifted zombie 
oS ex with  ar- 
and in- with: GeA<D: thritis. 

animate ou No, 
objects.” the rea- 


I want to thank her for 
bringing up such an in- 
teresting topic as the 
intertwining of gender 
stereotypes and languag- 
es. The article was well- 
written, and now I want 
to respond to it. Howev- 
er, The News-Letter comes 
out closer to when my 
article is due next week 
than I would like, so this 
is a prep-note saying that 
I will be doing some re- 
search to continue the 
issue next week. I don’t 

e with everything 
‘Gauthier said, but, 


I want to respond, 
which T rolled my 


son I sleep so poorly is 
because my dreams are 
extravagant, intricate and, 
in various cases, absolute- 
ly terrifying. I have sub- 


Fixing my sleep has 
been kind of like an 
Olympic sport for me. 
When my chemical tests 
were taken to see just 
how out-of-whack my 
head naturally was, my 
melatonin (the thing that 
increases throughout the 
day to make you sleepy) 
was higher when I first 
woke up in the morning 
than most people have 
when they go to bed at 
night. 

So 1 started taking 
sleep medication, which 
were worse. Whenever I 


divided feel into 
them into 7 a bad 
three cat JHU Confessions — cream or 
egories. night- 
There aspace reserved for are, the 

i fea & your anonymous med 3 a- 
reams, . tions kept 
open, unfiltered thoughts fie sles 
the typi- about Hopkins because 
cal weird- they are 
as-all-get- . built to 


out anxiety dreams. For 
example, two nights ago, 
I was sitting in a Wen- 
dy’s trying to explain to 
a friend of mine that it 
was incredibly important 
“that the Honey Bunches 


_of Oats cereal in my bag 
_was well-ordered. 


_ There are bad dreams, 


deal with insomnia. This 
meant that when I was 
terrified, I couldn’t wake 
myself up. I stopped tak- 
ing those very quickly; 
we tried about three or 
four varieties until they 
finally believed me when 
I explained that my prob- 
lems were while I was 


s a fresh- 
man, com- 
ing to college 
Was scary. 


Not because 
I was moderately far from 
my family, but because my 
willpower to not eat all the 
good tasting stuff would 
be tested. 

In high school, when 
college students came 
back to visit, the majority 
of them were out of shape. 
When we saw some that 
managed to be in better 
shape we were like, “Oh 
wow! That's possible!” 

Already almost halfway 
through my second semes- 
ter, Im seeing more and 
more people getting fit. At 
first, I thought with all this 
work and stress, it’s no won- 
der people have no time to 
work out. But after talking 
to my friends, I realized that 
they want to get healthy be- 
cause there are no parents 
around to force us. 

You'd be surprised to 
know how many people 
make the effort to get up 
early and trek to the Rec 


Center — and now in Wol- 
man students need only 
stroll downstairs. Some 
have built-in exercise since 
many of them are involved 
in sports and dance teams 
that meet later on in the 
day. It’s great that a lot 
of us are trying to live a 
healthy lifestyle because 
when we get older keeping 
our bodies right will not be 
so easy, as my mom likes to 
constantly remind me. 
Seeing as how my mom 
is no longer as young as we 


her job. Every two weeks, 
a Weight Watchers consul- 
tant comes to my mom’s 
job, weighs everyone and 
jots down any progress 
that they’re making. Lately, 
my mom has been seeing a 
noticeable change in her 
body. 

Well, when I called her 
up the other day, she ex- 


My mom, Weight Watchers and the scale 


claimed that she lost two 
pounds. I congratulated 
her, but she wasn’t finished 
yet. She then started to tell 
me how the scale initially 
said that she only lost 1.6 
pounds, but she knew she 
lost more so she stepped 
off the scale, took off her 
earrings and went back 
on to see 1.8 Ibs differ- 
ence. Her heavy earrings 
weighed .2 Ibs! She was 
so shocked that it made 
such a difference, that she 
proceeded to go down the 


college line of 
students the rest 
are, she Amanda Garcia ° | the 
joined : ladies 
Weight Acolumnabout my family ww a jt - 
Watcher’s ing to be 
group at weighed 


and ordered them to take 
their jewelry off if they 
wanted an accurate read- 
ing. 

So for all of you Hopkins 
students, if you're trying 
to get in shape, make sure 
you take off your jewelry. 
Better yet, weigh yourself 
naked so your numbers are 
very accurate. 


—— 


- which are where I’m being 
- hunted down by some-_ 
[ thing or someone's hold- 
ing a gun to my head. 
¥ 2 are jus brief exam- 


asleep, not the being t un- 
able to sleep. : 

In a couple weeks, 
V'll_ probably be going 
_ in for testing to see ex- 


H 
4 
i 


Hi 
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BUT ALSO observations, rants, lists, thoughts, feelings, missed connections, haikus, confessions, furtive glances and, of course, sex. 


A eulogy to Sonic Youth (1961-2011) 
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Even male/female partners can have beneficial results to both parties 


OF PERSONAL TRAINER GUIDE 


A workout partner can give you a lift 


ftentimes, | 
get drowsy. 
very, very, 
drowsy. Dur- 
ing these 
times of profound laziness 
and minimal productiv- 
ity, I motivation to 
climb out of bed, let alone 
get dressed and jog three 
blocks to wherever my 
workout would be. I’d be 
lying if I said I never con- 
vinced myself five more 
minutes turned five more 
hours of sleep was the way 
to go. I'd also be lying if I 
said I never made it to the 
gym with one bloodshot 
eye, did some stretches and 
walked back home having 
accomplished nothing. 
Sometimes, you just don’t 
feel up to it. 

Luckily, there exists a 
rotational system of lazi- 
ness and on days you feel 
glued to the couch, there 
will be someone to pull 
you up. Such a person 
is there not to make you 
feel better about yourself 
but to make you be bet- 
ter. With the potential to 
be your mentor, spotter, 
coach and friend, a work- 


lose 


out buddy is a valuable as- 
set to have. 

Besides making an 
otherwise = monotonous 


and tedious routine more 
enjoyable, the logistics of 
having a partner are un- 
deniable. 


Accountability 

There’s no denying 
this concept anymore: it’s 
much easier to let your- 
self down than someone 
else. While it’s so easy to 
find justifiable excuses 
not to exercise, they are, 
in the end, still excuses. 
Letting yourself off the 
hook seems to bear no im- 
mediate consequences but 
abandoning your partner 
bears the risk of wasting 
his/her time, appearing 
irresponsible, undepend- 
able and to a degree, dis- 
loyal. Even a friend has 
a limited amount of pa- 
tience for someone who 
always bails on the same 
thing time after time. In 
one sense, you are guilt- 
tripped into doing some- 


thing that’s good for you 
all the while building 
time-management skills. 


Male/Female Partner 

On face value, pairing 
up with someone of the op- 
posite gender seems coun- 
terproductive. How could 
you both engage in the 
same exercises while on 
different skill levels? You 
don’t. Albeit being slightly 
superficial, one unsaid rea- 
son why members of the 
opposite gender make ex- 
cellent training partners is 
that showing off is a good 
motivator for using heavier 
weights and with higher 
intensity. I believe that an 
alpha-male instinct kicks 
in and the distaste for be- 
ing shown up. 


Over-partnering 

As great as it is to have 
camaraderie in the gym, 
going in groups can impact 
your results negatively if 
you're not part of a regi- 
mented team. Waiting for 
more people to finish dur- 
ing a rotation lessens the 
intensity, lowers the num- 


Goals and Solidarity 
Pairing up with the 
right person can be very 


difficult. Similar strengths, | 


goals, attitudes and sched- 
ules need to fall into place 
in order to form a basis for 
consistent success. If one 
person is a significantly 
fit, he or she will under- 
challenge himself, over- 
challenge their partner or 
waste time changing the 
equipment to the fit needs 
of both members. A bal- 
anced individual can keep 
rest intervals in check, talk 
you out of quitting, inflate 
your expectations of your- 
self and push you towards 
the person you want to be. 

If one person wants to 


maintain or lose weight | 


while the other is looking 
to put on 30lbs, choosing 
one routine may end up 
counterproductive to at 
least one party. Similarly, 
if the partners don’t share 
a common goal, the imbal- 
ance of benchmarks can 
throw both off. However, 
if you do choose someone 
who is knowledgeable, 


reliable, motivated and a | 


good fit, you 


ber of rep- 
etitions and 
dilutes the 
good burn 


you might feel 
with a steady 
circuit of exer- 
cises. A larger 
group also 
runs the risk 
of distractions 
and a collab- 
orative effort 
by the group 
can convince 
most individ- 
uals to finish early, train 
easy or go out to eat. On 
the other hand, don’t be the 
person who socializes — 
you will neither help your 
friends nor yourself. 

Remember, you're try- 
ing to get into the best 
shape of your life; you 
face a challenge during 
every exercise and need 
to divert your full atten- 
tion to beating that chal- 
lenge. Keep a straight face 
and save the laughs for 
later. You won't be judged 
for lack of warmth, you'll 
gain respect. 


Bal 
Fitness Columnist 


— will immedi- 


positive en- 
ergy as well 
as a renewed 
fondness for 
weighted ab 
crunches. . . 
But more 


importantly, | 


there is some- 
thing differ- 
ent about the 


between two 
individuals experiencing 
the same struggle that out- 
lasts the gym. Your partner 
is a mirror reflecting how 
much effort you're putting 
in. Our natural distaste for 
losing in front of others 
and egos force our efforts 
beyond our comfort zone 
and into the realm of fail- 
ure. Switch the scenario 
around: we need to make 
sure our partner doesn’t 
fail, yet we also want to 
gain the competitive ad- 
vantage in the pair, and 
this is achieved through 
trying harder each time. 


ately feel the | 


ctober 14, | would have to say 
2011: a day Sonic Youth (1982) Daydream Nation just edges 
that will Confusion ts Sex (1983) out Sister, but that is not 
live in in- Bad Moon Rising (1985) saying much. Just to give 
famy in some reference, Daydream 


Sonic Youth history. Lead- 
songwriter and guitarist, 
lhurston Moore, and bass- 
ist, Kim Gordon, decided 
to separate after 27 years of 
being together. 

Despite the rumors that 
persisted that new mate- 
rial would be recorded 
after, the future of Sonic 
Youth seems uncertain. In 
addition to the separation, 
Thurston is on tour after 
the release of his latest al- 
bum, Demolished Thoughts; 
the other guitarist, Lee 
Ranaldo, is about to re- 
lease his own solo album, 
Between the Tides and Times; 
the drummer, Steve Shel- 
ley, has joined, finished 
an album, and is now on 
tour with the krautrock 
influenced alternative rock 
band Disappears; lastly, 
Kim Gordon has devel- 
oped a new fashion collec- 
tion for the French brand, 
Surface to Air. 

While Lee has said in 
interviews that he remains 
optimistic about the future 
of Sonic Youth despite the 
“hiatus”, there are rumors 
circulating that their last 
show may be this August 
at Lollapalooza, which 
takes place in Grant Park, 
Chicago. 

Through their thirty 
years of existence, Sonic 
Youth has had a tremen- 


Nation was chosen by the 
Library of Congress to be 
preserved into the Nation- 
al Library of Congress. 


If you were going to ask 
to recommend Sonic 
Youth material, these first 
three albums wouldn’t be 
the first to come to mind. 
The songs are incredibly 
experimental and avant- 
garde. The usual 
structure is pretty much 
absent with more of a fo- 
cus on the sounds and en- 
vironment created. 

Thurston and Lee were 
greatly influenced by 
Glenn Branca, an avant- 
garde and classical gui- 
tarist. Both were part of 
Branca’s guitar orches- 
tra, where they learned 
how to experiment with 
the sounds a guitar can 
make. In addition, Sonic 
Youth was a part of No 
Wave an art move- 
ment that focused more on 
atonal sounds, repetitive 
rhythms and musical tex- 
ture over melody. 

For these albums, they 
used prepared guitars 
extensively. Such things 
like drumsticks, screw- 
drivers and bells were 
placed both between and 
over the strings to modify 
the timbre of their gui- 
tars. Sonic Youth is pretty 
“timid” compared to the 
other two albums due to 
its more refined produc- 
tion. 

Confusion is Sex has a 


me 


song 


COURTESY OF SONIC YOUTH 
Sonic Youth (1982) 


COURTESY OF SONIC YOUTH 
Confusion is Sex (1983) 


of the 1990’s. In addition, 
through their own ma- 


| nipulation of sound, they 
bond created | 


perfected the “anti-solo”, 
in which the musician fo- 
cuses more on the noise, 
distortion and dissonance 
they create rather than 
what notes or melody they 
play. 

As a fan, my tribute to 
them is to share their mu- 
sic; I’m going to write about 
each album within their 
extensive, yet consistently 
solid, discography and rec- 
ommend the best tracks to 
listen to. Within their large 
music collection, there is 
bound to be something 
that most could appreciate 
and I hope to achieve that 
with this “eulogy.” 


What I talk about when | talk about tattoos 


et’s talk about 

tattoos. People 

tend to have a 

lot of opinions 

about these 
things, and they gener- 
ally fall into one of three 
categories. The first is the 
blank-faced, “I honestly 
don’t understand what 
you're talking about” re- 
action that tends to grace 
the countenances of coun- 
try club members and 
women who like to knot 
their sweaters around their 
shoulders. These people 
often consider people with 
tattoos to have undergone 
“body mutilation.” 

The second category is 
that of the person who will 
tell you, “I think they’re 
‘really cool, but would nev- 
er get one.” Upon being 
pressed as to why, they ad- 
mit “Well, I just can’t think 
of anything I would want to 
have on my body forever.” 
And yes, forever is a pretty 
long time. 

The’ final category is 


pretty easy to spot. These 
are the people that have 
tattoos themselves. Some 
of these people will claim 
that “it’s addicting.” Some 
will flaunt their ink as of- 
ten as possible. And others 
will keep it hidden, a secret 
for themselves alone. 

And there is still a divide 
between what some people 
think about 
people with 
tattoos versus 
what is actu- 


Christina Wamer 
christina Catalogue 


tattoos frequently. However, 
studies have shown that this 
is a common perception be- 
tween those without tattoos 
about those with tattoos. 
But, realistically, how 
does sitting down in a 
chair for a period of time 
indicate rebellion? It might 
indicate a low pain toler- 
ance but not necessarily a 
desire to reb- 
el —_ against 
society. Just 
think about 


ally the case. that girl in 
Tattoos are Things I think about the mall 
rebellious under the influence of with the but- 
This may a lot of caffeine and a_ terfly tat. 
have been the little sleep. Tattoos have 
case back in some deep 


the day getting ink is be- 
coming, much more com- 
mon. And, yet, people still 
use words such as “badass” 
and other such terminology 
to describe those with tat- 
toos. Perhaps I am biased be- 
cause I come from the afore- 
mentioned country club 
town and, thus, see the “are 
you for serious” reaction to 


meaning 

Ill admit that this took 
me a while to understand. I 
used to be of the mind that 
all tattoos had to “mean 


fun in that? Tattoos are a 
form of artistic expression, 
and we don't always have to 
be making some poignant 
statement about the nature 


- something.” But what's the » 


of mankind to get one. I 
saw two girls getting pret- 
zels tattooed on their feet. 
Are you going to go up to 
them and ask what that 
Auntie Anne's pretzel is 
supposed to represent? 
Tattooed peeps need no 
personal space 

A complaint that many 
people have, though par- 
ticularly those with large 
visible pieces, is that peo- 
ple will just come up and 
touch them. Okay, I guess 
I can understand that. It’s 
pretty. It’s a person. I want 
to touch it? 

But did those friendly 
security guards let you 
wipe your hands all over 
the Mona Lisa in the 
Louvre. : Probably not. I 
understand that some- 
one’s Koi fish tat may not 
seem as precious as Da 
Vinci’s master work, but 
that doesn’t mean it’s the 
hands-on kiddie area at 
the museum, It is a person, 
after all. And, to them, it is 
artwork. 


dous impact on music. raw punk ambience, while 
Their DIY Bad . Moon 
ethic, their use Rising has a 
of prepared very “west- 
and _ alternate ern” feel to 
tunings of in- it. Although 
struments and there isn’t 
their unique anything 
| manipulation particularly COURTESY OF SONIC YOUTH 
of consonant special with Bad Moon Rising (1985) 
and dissonant the first two 
guitar tones albums, Bad 
set them apart ° Moon Rising 
from sie Alex Hurowitz is eit 
bands of their ered to be 
time. Their Tonespoon one of the 
music was one A history and analysis pest noise 
of the main on the current state of tock al- 
| influences for music bums ever. 
the rise of the Despite 
alternative rock movement this, I wouldn’t recom- 


mend listening to this ma- 
terial first if you are new to 
Sonic Youth. 


COURTESY OF SONIC YOUTH 


EVOL (1986) EVOL (1986) 


Sister (1987) 
Daydream Nation (1988) 


While their first three 
albums were very experi- 
mental, their next three 
were definitely “tamer.” 
EVOL marked the transi- 
tion from their No Wave/ 
noise past to an early al- 
ternative rock sound. It 
is from these albums that 
one can see where the 
sounds of the 90’s alterna- 
tive rock movement came 
from. 

While there is definitely 
more of a song structure 
present, there is still some 
experimenting going on as 
the prepared guitars were 
replaced with alternate 
tunings. Instead of using 
the standard tuning uni- 
versally used by guitar- 
ists, Sonic Youth created 
these unusual tunings, 
which gave the guitars 
distinctive tones depen- 
dant on the notes of each 
string. 

While still a solid al- 
bum, EVOL is a bit more 
experimental so it can turn 
some away. Sister has a 
more “pop” feel due to the 
short length and structure 
of the songs. Despite the 
unique and unusual melo- 
dies off this album, the 
songs are still very catchy. 
Meanwhile, Daydream, be- 
ing a double LP, has a more 
“epic” feel and has so many 
sounds to offer. 

The latter two are con- 
sidered by many — not only 
the band’s best — but prob- 
ably twu ux the best albums 
of the 1980's. Not only do 
both albums have arguably 
the best opening songs of 
the 1980's (Schizophrenia 

and Teen Age Riot), but the 
songs from each album flow 


COURTESY OF SONIC YOUTH 
Sister (1987) 


SONIC YOUTH 
DAYDREAM NATION 


COURTESY OF SONIC YOUTH 
Daydream Nation (1988) 


ecommended Tracks 


he Burning Spear - Sonic 
ousth 


ex (on the Reissue) 


Brave Men Run (In My Fa 
ly) - Bad Moon Rising 


so well into each other. It is 
alternative rock at its finest. 
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Editorial 


Changes in Charles Village 


Hopkins students use Charles 
Village as a kind of home base to 


the point where it almost seems 


like the stores and 


are extensions of Homewood. 


ally guests of a wider community 
when they venture to off-campus 


locales. 


Charles Village is a close com- 


munity of neighbors who 


the local rental 


was underground both 


icain, store 


and is being mourned so openly. 
When the store announced that it 
was closing it also announced a 
candlelight vigil that would pro- 


vide a forum and outlet for grief. 
The large crowd that attended and 
the number of people who offered 
testimonials spoke to the diver- 
sity and support that can exist in 
Charles Village. 

Unfortunately, small businesses 
are fast becoming a minority in 
the neighborhood as chains like 


restaurants 
lining North Charles and St. Paul 
In 
fact, Hopkins students are actu- 


are 
known for their off-beat interests. 
It’s no wonder that Video Amer- 
that 
literally 
and figuratively, was so beloved 


Freshii and Quiznos move in. This 
page is concerned that these res- 
taurants are catering to Hopkins 
students first and the local com- 
munity second. No one can deny 
that much of the Charles Village 
economy is bolstered by Hopkins 
students, but this page would hope 
that students would frequent inde- 
pendent businesses in the same 
numbers as familiar chains. 

Video Americain was a casual- 
ty of the switch to digital media, 
not necessarily a trend in local 
businesses, but its closing and the 
community surround- 
ing it should serve as a reminder 
to Hopkins students that Charles 
Village is more than just a tempo- 
rary stomping ground. Hopefully 
small businesses will continue to 


respon se 


open alongside the national, and 
international, chains that have al- 
ready shown up and the neighbor- 
hood can remain just that. When 
students are electing to attend 
an urban college they should be 
looking for diversity, not a mall 
food court, their immediate 
surroundings. 


in 


Editorial Observer: 
ab Nicholas Harnik 


heducing trash on the beach 


One of Hopkins’s greatest al- 
lures is its pristine campus. From 
re-bricked walkways to multimil- 
lion-dollar building renovations, 
many financial resources have 
been dedicated to beautifying 
Homewood. While prospective 
students and visiting scholars may 
be dazzled by Gilman’s new atri- 
um or Mason Hall, ask any under- 
graduate where the most appeal- 
ing spot on campus is and chances 
are she or he will respond with: 
the Beach. 

The Beach is often a visitor's first 
impression of Hopkins. Further- 
more, it is a favorite place for stu- 
dents to congregate on sunny days. 
But these dual functions as a focal 
point of campus and a hang out 
mean that the beach comes with 
great responsibility for those who 
use it. While eating and drinking 
on the Beach gives Hopkins the 
typical “chilling out on the quad” 
college vibe, the litter left after 


a day of fun is a real eyesore for 
the community. Students should 
make a conscious effort to clean up 
after themselves. 

Leaving trash behind not only 
spoils Homewood’s beauty, but 
also tarnishes the student body’s 
reputation as mature and respon- 
sible. How embarrassing would it 
be if the school had to resort to fin- 
ing students for leaving garbage 
on what is effectively Hopkins’ 
front yard? 

It should be noted that Beach lit- 
ter is not a problem unique to the 
2011-2012 student body, but rath- 
er a perennial one that plagues 
the school whenever the weather 
warms. The News-Letter has cov- 
ered the issue in the past, as re- 
cently as April 2010. This year, 
the gift of an early spring should 
be met with a proactive student ef- 
fort to keep the campus clean. We 
shouldn’t pollute the most chill 
place on campus. 
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Election 20]2- 


By NIKKO PRICE 


n the almost endless and 
cyclical struggle of ups and 
downs, “not-Romneys” 

and pizza moguls, the 2012 

GOP primary season has 
come to distinguish itself from 
the standard operating proce- 
dure in modern politics. The 
Republican base has become so 
fragmented and volatile that it’s 
often impossible for even the 
mainstream pundits to predict 
the tide of the race. 

One week, Newt Gingrich, 
the former House Speaker, 
seems to be awakening another 
one of his nine lives. The next 
week, he’s all but forgotten, 
and Rick Santorum, the former 
Pennsylvania Senator, is the 
talk of the town. Come another 
week, and Mitt Romney, the for- 
mer Massachusetts Governor, 
enters 


OPINIONS 


News media ts failing public 


and finish lines, pundits and 
reporters, negative ads and su- 
per PACs, we've all been drawn 
away from the real substance of 
the campaign. We’ve forgotten 
the one question that this elec- 
tion — and any election, for that 
matter — really comes down to: 
what would a Republican or 
Democratic 
America? 


victory mean for 

It seems a simple enough 
question. Yet it’s rarely touched 
upon. Our news media, the self- 
professed “Fourth Estate,” has 
come to view our presidential 
elections as a sporting event 
with a clear winner and loser. 
For those of us observing, there 
is a growing disassociation 
from the implications of victory 
and defeat. 

But, this isn’t a sporting 
event. The winning team doesn’t 
simply head to the locker room 


stage and spray 
right and champagne. 
seems fo gar- We hear nothing The "losing 
ner a respect- ei : team doesn’t 
able portion about how far a sulk back to 
of the elector- . . the sidelines 
ate — only to Republican victory heads _ hang- 
have the cycle would push us from ing low. We 


restart itself a 


week later. the edge of 


are all players 


sanity into in this game: 


With all ib : with victory 
the fluidity the dark abyss of war. re eh eee 
and fickleness come conse- 


that has come 
to embody the GOP campaign, 
though, there has remained one 
constant throughout it all: the 
media’s seeming obsession with 
the horse race. 

Flip to any news channel, 
and you get a never-ending 
marathon. And smattered in be- 
tween the reportage of the cur- 
rent status of the race is analy- 
sis by pundits, telling us what 
everything means: Gingrich’s 
reluctance to leave is good news 
for Romney because it splits 
the conservative vote, but bad 
news for Santorum because he’s 
the conservative candidate, but 
good news for Obama because 
a split field is a weak field. And 
on and on it goes. 

But with all the flashbulbs 


quences. And 
with a Republican victory, the 
consequence is war with Iran or 
something just short of it. 
Romney, the most like- 
ly nominee, considers Iran 
“the greatest threat the world 
faces.” There is “no price,” he 
declares, “that is worth an Ira- 
nian nuclear weapon.” And as 
president, he would ensure 
that Iran would never build 
one. Santorum would order an 
immediate and _ unrelenting 
air strike on all nuclear facili- 
ties within Iran. Gingrich has 
compared Iranian president 


Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to Ad- | 


olf Hitler and has stated that | 


But in the news media, we 
never hear about an impending 
war concomitant with a Repub- 
lican victory. We never hear of 
its grave implications. We hear 
nothing about a war fought 
without provocation or man- 
date from the U.N. Security 
Council. We hear nothing about 


a war fought in direct viola- | 


tion of international law. 
hear nothing about the coming 
deaths of innocent civilians and 
global unrest. Nothing of Mid- 


We | 


dle East instability, of the rise of | 
violent extremism against the | 


U.S. We hear nothing about how 
far a Republican victory would 
push us from the edge of sanity 
into the dark abyss of war. 
Caught up in the dust of the 
horse race, the news media has 
become enamored by glitz and 
glamour. The hard truths and 


repercussions of the candida- | 
cies they extoll are all but for- | 


gotten. 
Sure, the race is fun, and ev- 


erybody loves an old-fashioned | 


boxing match between greasy 
haired, well-dressed 


lives are on the line, peace is in 
jeopardy. We need to face real- 
ity and start asking ourselves 
if another war.in the Middle 


East is really something to be | 


desired. More lives lost, more 
money wasted, more animos- 
ity bred, more instability pro-’ 
duced? 

The news media needs to 
start doing its job again. It 


needs to start asking tough | 


questions. It needs to lay out for 
the American people the clear 
choices this election season be- 
cause come November, we are 
going to need a level head in 
the White House, not the win- 
ning horse. 


Nikko Price is a freshman Political 
Science and History double ma- 


“overthrowing the government | jor from Brookville, N.Y. He is the 


of Iran” might be necessary to 
deter its nuclear ambitions. 


Opinions editor for The News- 
Letter 


politi- | 
cians, but war is on the horizon, | 


With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


How to prevent 
patients from faking it 


By MEGAN CRANTS 


moti- 
seek- 


here are several 

vations behind 

ing an ADHD diag- 

nosis, and it’s often 

challenging for phy- 
sicians to tell the difference be- 
tween real and fake complaints. 
Is the patient just a hypochon- 
driac? One could legitimately 
have a genetic disposition and be 
sure of his ailment, are his com- 
plaints real, or is he fabricating 
the symptoms just to gain access 
to medication? Since there is cur- 
rently no definitive method of 
identification other than clinical 
diagnosis based on self-reported 
symptoms and patient history, it’s 
easy to see why such confusion is 
widespread. Many studies have 
been conducted to test the fallible 
methods of diagnosis. One such 
study at UCLA suggests that four 
commonly used diagnostic tests 
are not readily conclusive. Stu- 
dents were given the tests and 
told to answer the questions as if 
they were suffering from ADHD. 
All the tests lent themselves eas- 
ily to being falsified and evalua- 
tors were unable to clearly distin- 
guish between the falsified and 
sincere results. 

College students seem to 
have figured out how to work 
this system to their advantage, 
and they’re especially notorious 
for feigning illness to open up a 
steady, legal stream of medica- 


| tion. Students often use their new 


stimulants as study aides, recre- 
ational drugs or even easy profit. 
These dubious motives beg the 
question: what can we do to stop 


misdiagnosis? 


If uncertainty in diagnosis can 
be prevented, these controversial 
issues will inevitably lessen and 
patients with legitimate diagno- 
ses will be treated with less skep- 
ticism. To this end, it’s necessary | 


that the motive of ADHD patients 
be called into question before the 


doctor passes over the pills. Since 
childhood impairments are a 
critical part of the diagnosis, per- 
haps a definitive check of family 
history or an interview with oth- 
er family members would be ben- 
eficial. Requiring opinions of em- 
ployers and teachers could also 
be helpful, as they would validate 
the complaints and lessen the 
likelihood of drug abuse. Regular 
psychotherapy could also be use- 
ful, as dishonest students would 
have to create a new life story in 
order to stay consistent with the 
results of their testing. The more 
difficult it is to struggle through 
the process of diagnosis, the 
more likely it is that liars will not 
attempt to break the system. 

One also has to wonder if 
ADHD is worthy of diagnosis at 
all. Many psychological disor- 
ders, such as depression, schizo- 
phrenia and borderline personal- 
ity disorder, share the symptoms 
assigned to this alleged disorder. 
Could the symptoms of ADHD 
actually be the signs of a more 
general psychiatric ailment? Or, 
on a more disconcerting note, 
could physicians be misevaluat- 
ing normal signs of the human 
condition as symptoms of a syn- 
drome? What could be miscon- 
strued as an abnormal lack of 
attention in the classroom could 
actually be due to lack of interest, 
not a physiological hindrance to 
concentration. What seems like a 
pitiable inability to listen to oth- 
ers could actually be due to arro- 
gance, not psychological distress. 

Essentially, this controversial 
disorder needs to be more fun- 
damentally understood so that 
misdiagnoses can be kept to a 
minimum. 


Megan Crants is a sophomore Cog- 
nitive Science and Writing Semi- 
nars double major from Nashville, 
Tenn. 
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Nuclear meltdown? What Fukushima suggests about future of atomic energy 


By JOSH PARK 
rief and sorrow 
accompanied the 


gray skies of To- 

hoku last Sunday 

morning as citizens 
and dignitaries throughout all 
of Japan commemorated the one 
year anniversary of the earth- 
quake and tsunami, which dev- 
astated the country’s northeast 
and triggered the most harrow- 
ing nuclear disaster since Cher- 
nobyl, 26 years ago. 

In the wake of Japan’s most di- 
sastrous catastrophe since World 
War II (the earthquake was one 
of the five strongest recorded in 
human history, and it shifted the 
Earth on its axis by about four 
inches), 16,000 people have been 
confirmed dead, and 300,000 
survivors have been displaced, 
forced to become refugees with 
absolutely nothing but their tat- 
tered attires. 

Unfortunately, however, the 
aftermath extends far beyond 
the number of casualties: Japan, 
one of the most energy-thirsty 
nations in the world, is now fac- 
ing a rapidly diminishing source 
of energy — nuclear power. Since 
the mid-1900s, Japan has har- 
nessed the peaceful use of nucle- 

ar technology to provide a reli- 
able source of energy in the form 
of electricity. Prior to the disaster 
last year, 30 percent of Japan’s 
electricity was produced by its 
own nuclear reactors, while 84 
percent of its total energy needs 
were met by imports, mostly 
oil from the Middle East. When 
considering that Japan lacks the 
natural resources for its own en- 
ergy production, it is unsurpris- 
ing to find the country particu- 
larly vulnerable to even minute 

fluctuations in oil prices. And it’s 
for this reason why energy self- 
sufficiency through the expan- 
sion of nuclear technology was 
a national strategic priority for 
Japan since 1973. ; 

But that goal has been “un- 
der review” since last March 


when the Fukushima meltdown 
in Okuma staged a terrifying 
show to the world, with Japan, of 
course, in the front seat. 

Located along the seaside 
coast of northeast Japan is a 
small town called Okuma, a once 
pleasant community of around 
10,000 middle class residents, 
including engineers and _ tech- 
nicians employed by the local 
nuclear power plant, Fukushima 
Daiichi. 

Today, a 20-kilometer radius 
around the power plant (called 
the exclusion zone) prohibits 
entry into the barren, tsunami- 
leveled remains of what used to 
be Okuma. In accordance with 
officials’ declaration that the 
population count of the town 
will remain zero for the next 
several decades, a satellite image 
of Okuma conjures movie-like 
scenes of a nuclear wasteland — 
uninhabitable, beyond salvation 
and perhaps teeming with mu- 
tated, unrecognizable life forms. 

The fear of this disastrous 
scene reoccurring elsewhere 
is understandably great, but it 
has become the most significant 
threat to Japan’s nuclear energy 
industry. 

Since last March, Japan’s nu- 
clear industry has skidded to an 
abrupt halt. With all but two of 
the 54 commercial reactors be- 
ing disabled since the disaster, 
it’s somewhat irritating when 
reports understate the situation 
and declare the industry crip- 
pled; a better description would 
be “crushed.” 

Granted, the reactors will 
most likely be back online in the 
future, but when recognizing the 
fact that Japan is the only coun- 
try to have fully suffered the de- 
structive consequences of nucle- 
ar technology during war time, 
the irony becomes blatantly obvi- 
ous. It explains why the Japanese 
government has already faced 
strong opposition from trauma- 
tized citizens. It explains why a 
majority of Japanese citizens op- 
pose the restarting of the nuclear 


reactors. On a fundamental level, 
Japanese citizens have lost faith 
in nuclear power as a safe source 
of energy. 

In a country where a tragic 
history with atomic power will 
be forever vivid, the technology 
to harness nuclear energy will 
face ceaseless doubt. And espe- 
cially now, with a serious com- 
mercial accident adding fuel to 
the fire of fear, nuclear energy 
will certainly not be welcomed 
until the Japanese government 
somehow convinces the public 
of its safety. I’m confident that 
this won't happen for a very long 
time — if ever. 

Now with the summer season 
fast approaching, it’s possible 
that Japan is in for an energy cri- 
sis. Though drastic conservation 
practices to minimize energy 
demands have been encouraged 
since the disaster first struck, the 
country still operated 19 nuclear 
plants last summer. With only 
two plants left now, Japan should 
immediately focus on searching 
for alternative sources of energy 
supply. 

Importing oil is a given, 
but liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
seems like another viable alter- 
native that’s gaining more and 
more appeal. The United States 
has one of the world’s largest 
natural gas reserves. Boasting 
advancements in shale gas ex- 
traction technologies and about 
a dozen LNG terminals, the U.S. 
could certainly supply Japan 
with the energy to at least get by 
this summer with minimal en- 
ergy shortages. 

Japan's problems aren’t just 
confined to the archipelago, 
however; they’ve spread around 
the world. Today, eight of Ger- 
many’s 17 nuclear reactors have 
been decommissioned, and Swit- 
zerland has taken a similar route 
by promising a slow phase-out 
of nuclear power. Both coun- 
tries have set goals to eliminate 
nuclear power from their energy 
sources by 2022 and 2019, respec- 
tively. 


Interestingly, however, the 
U.S. has expressed little hesita- 
tion in continuing its operation 
of reactors. Instead, a long litany 
of security measures has been 
proposed immediately follow- 
ing Fukushima. The tragedy that 
struck Japan has acted as a much 
needed wake up call for the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 
sion, the independent agency 
which governs nuclear safety in 
the U.S. with regulations backed 
by federal law. The United States 
should take this as an opportu- 
nity to improve existing safety 
measures and ensure a reliable 
source of energy from atomic 
technologies. 

Shutting down American nu- 
clear reactors and impeding the 
construction of additional ones, 
however, is an illogical and im- 
practical solution to the nuclear 
energy scare. 

As of today, there are no 
known casualties of the Fuku- 
shima disaster, which is hardly 
the case in the coal industry. 
For over a century, thousands 
— if not millions — of coal min- 
ers have died from accidents, 
lung disease and exposure to 
other hazardous byproducts of 
coal production. Other popula- 
tions near coal mining sites too 
have been exposed to enormous 
health risks due to air pollutants 
and water contamination. The 
whole world, in fact, is at risk, 
because coal consumption spews 
greenhouse gas exhausts capable 
of accelerating global warming. 

What's more, if we shut down 
our nuclear reactors, the cost of 
our rate of energy consumption 
would soar to an unimaginable 
level, shaking an already fragile 
economy. ‘ay 

So why is nuclear energy vili- 
fied? ‘ 


Perhaps for the same reason 


that we demand infinite safety 
measures in air travel, yet we 
thoughtlessly accept the fact that 
thousands more die each year in 
automobile accidents than in air 
crashes. 


Especially with the most 
recent reports declaring U.S. 
nuclear reactors safer than they 
were before and ready for even 
more improvements, it seems as 
though the measures imposed 
on the nuclear power industry 
have effectively brought reforms 
for better energy security and 
health safety for America’s fu- 
ture. 

France is evidence that nu- 
clear energy can be safely used. 
78.8 percent of its energy is pro- 
duced by the uranium cores of 
its 56 nuclear reactors, providing 
the country with cheap, carbon 
dioxide-free energy. At the very 
least, France has been capable 
of providing a reliable source of 
energy without becoming a mas- 
sive radiation wasteland like the 
exclusion zone encompassing 
Okuma. 

The point here isn’t that nu- 
clear energy should become the 
dominant player in the U.S. en- 

_ergy mix like it is in France. But 
the U.S. should approach the 
Fukushima disaster prudently, 
using it as a chance to call for 
tightened oversight by the NRC 
and reformed safety measures 
in line with the latest technolo- 
gies. This safe supply of nuclear 
energy can then be joined by an 
increasing supply of natural gas 
and advanced solar and wind 
energy technology. With these 
careful steps, U.S. dependence 
on fossil fuels will most likely di- 
minish while its energy security 
increases. 

This whole idealized process, 
though, will not occur overnight, 
but rather over a period of sev- 
eral decades. — 

Just as the BP oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico didn’t put an end 
oil drilling, the Fukushima di- 
saster shouldn’t become an im- 
pediment to the advancement of 
nuclear energy in the U.S. 


Josh Park is a freshman Neurosci- 
ence and Psychology double major 
from Seoul, Korea 
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f you're like the av- 
erage Hopkins stu- 
dent, you spend your 
weekdays sleeping 

(in class or out), your 
week nights gulping as 
much as caffeine as your 
dining dollars can buy, 
and your weekends vol- 
unteering at every hospital 
and soup kitchen that says 
they'll write a letter of rec 
for you. 

You probably also spend 
twenty hours ina lab doing 
cell culture and PCRs hop- 
ing that someday, your PI 
might tag your name on 
the end of a publication — 
or at the very least a poster. 

Freshman year at the 
student activities fair, you 
signed up for every club 
with “medical” in the title, 
but you dropped out after 
not gaining a leadership 
position. 

After getting two points 
below average on your 
Orgo test, you persistently 
emailed the professor to 
find out what he curves 
to. The following sleepless 


night, you compulsively 
thought 
of how 
terrible M 


a f.e 


would Bmore Than Pre-med 


without being a doctor. 

You then calculated 
your potential GPA and 
compulsively checked stu- 
dentdoctor.net to see if you 
could still get into Harvard 
med if you just aced the fi- 
nal. 

But let me guess, when 
people ask you if you're 
premed, you coyly reply, 
“Kind of...1 mean...yeah, 
I guess. But I’m really not 
like all the other premeds 
here.” 

You then give a highly 
rehearsed and_ elaborate 
pretense about how you 
really care about helping 
people. 

And sure, maybe you re- 
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ally do care about helping 

people, and maybe you did 

get above average on your 

Orgo tests, but it’s time to 

be honest with yourself. 

Chanc- 
D Id es are that 
C ona you're re- 
ally not 
that dif- 
Ferent 
than the average Hopkins 
premed. 

Chances also are that 
the only places you've been 
in Baltimore off-campus 
are the Inner Harbor and 
BWI. 

It’s been a long road, but 
I’m finally coming out as 
an average Hopkins pre- 
med. 

Let me introduce my- 
self. 

Hi, my name is Nathan. 
I’m a junior neuroscience 
and_ psychology major 
and I’ve been a Hopkins 
premed since the day I 
stepped into Remsen I for 
Intro Chem. 

No matter how many 


times I’ve only gotten aver- 
age on tests, I can’t give up 
the dream of being a doc- 
tor. 

Unfortunately, I also 
can’t remember the last 
time I did something that I 
couldn’t put on my résumé. 

So I’m here today be- 
cause I’m ready for help. 

Well, that’s what my 
introduction would sound 
like if we had an HPA 
(Hopkins Pre-meds Anon- 
ymous) program. Granted, 
there are so many of us 
that I’m afraid even Rem- 
sen couldn’t fit all of us in 
a single room. 

Every week in this col- 
umn, I’m hoping to get the 
average Hopkins premed, 
myself included, to take off 
the premed blinders and 
see Baltimore as more than 
just a premed mecca cen- 
tered around Homewood. 

And when I say see 
more of Baltimore, I don’t 
just mean watch episodes 
of The Wire. 

So, if you're ready to join 


Calendar 
of 
Baltimore 
Events 


Thurs. March 15 
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Harp 
12 p.m. 
Cohen-Davison 
Family Theatre 


Come see a perfor- 
mance of classical 
harp music as part 
of the Thursday 
noon recital series 
at Peabody. 


Meet the Artist 
Bram Pal 
American Visionary 
Art Museum 


Painter and tattoo 
artist Joel Brewer 
will be hosting a 
free lecture about 


his works at the 
restaurant in the 
art museum. There 
will be a “Starving 
Arist Happy Hour” 
included for those 
over 21. 


Sojouner Truth 
12 Dain: 
City Hall 


Denise Higgs will 
be telling the story 
of Sojourner Truth, 
the most famous 
African American 
female abolitionist 
and women’s rights 
activist in the 19th 
century. 


The Crucible 
7:30 p.m. 
Miriam A. Friedberg 
Concert Hall 


The Peabody Opera 
Theatre presents 
The Crucible, an 
opera based on the 
play by the same 
name. 


Aisha Tyler 
peer Delt. 
Baltimore Comedy 
Factory 


Aisha Tyler, known 
for her roles on 


“Ghost Whisperer” 
and “Archer” as well 
as the head of E! En- 
tertainment’s “Talk 


Soup,” will be return- 
ing to her stand-up 
comedy roots at the 
Comedy Factory. 


HQELLERU/ 


Unscripted 
8 p.m. 
Mobtown Theatre 


The Baltimore |Im- 
prov Group will be 
presenting an im- 
provised two-act 
play, complete with 
audience participa- 
tion and prop sub- 
missions. 


Super Art Fight 


9 p.m. 
Ottobar 


Cutting-edge art- 
ists compete 
against each other 
by incorporating a 
topic decided by the 
“Wheel of Death” 
into their new and 
original work. 


me in this fight to B’more 
than just an average Hop- 
kins premed and become 
a true Baltimorean (pro- 
nounced in local dialect as 
/,Bawli ‘mohr iaans/) — or 
just stop being the typical 
Hopkins student in gen- 
eral and branch out a bit 
- start out by joining me 
in these first twelve steps 
to our recovery: 


1. Admit that we are not 
powerless Over the pres- 
sures of being Hopkins | 
students, but that we have 
neglected the culture of the 
great city of Baltimore. 

2. Read this weekly col- | 
umn for things to do and | 
places to see around the | 
city. 

3. Start saying “Bawl- 
ah-muhr.” 

4. Frequently use “Hon” 
as a term of endearment | 
and check out the close-by 
Café Hon in Hampden. (Be | 
careful though, they trade- 
marked the word.) 

5. Forget crab cakes 
and eat the real Baltimore 
cuisine of lake trout from 
King’s Fried Chicken in 


Waverly. 
6. Pick up the local Ot- 
terbein’s Bakery sugar 


cookies from Eddie’s for 
dessert. 

7. Watch John Waters’s 
movies, including the orig- 
inal Hairspray. 

8. If you're of the age, al- 
ways go with “Natty Boh.” 

9. Pick up the free, 
weekly City Paper. 

10. Check for concerts at 
the Ottobar on 26th street 
and Howard. 

11. Use the free Balti- 
more bus, the Charm City 
Circulator, to get to the In- 
ner Harbor, Fell’s Point, 
and Federal Hill. 

12. Finally, learn how 
to not constantly compete | 
with our peers because 
only together can we con- | 


| 


quer this premed endemic 
of Baltimore naiveté. 


By IAN YU 
Managing Editor 


Baltimore’s night sky 
makes it quite challenging 
to see the stars at night. 
Many more would light up 
the night sky were it not for 
the light pollution of the 
cityscape. 

However, stargazers in 
the Hopkins and Baltimore 
community do have a very 
convenient option to see 
the stars and the planets in 
greater detail, as the Mor- 
ris W. Offit Telescope sits 
atop the roof of Bloomberg 
Hall in the Maryland Space 
Grant Observatory. 

On Friday nights, visi- 
tors to the observatory have 


| achance to see through the 


instrument of professional 


| astronomers, gazing into a 
| night sky enhanced by the 


telescope’s 20-inch para- 
bolic mirror. 

Chris Martin, a physics 
graduate student, curates 
the night sky for curious 
stargazers, Hopkins stu- 
dents, staff and the general 


| public. 


When asked by the 
visitor about the cost of 
the telescope, Martin ex- 
plained that he hasn’t been 
told a specific figure be- 
yond an _ astronomically 
expensive piece of equip- 
ment. 

“They just tell me not to 
break it,” he said. 

Martin’s tour last week- 


| end featured planets that 


were up in the night sky, 
including Venus, Mars 
and Jupiter, as well as a de- 
tailed look at the surface of 
the moon. 

The telescope’s power 
was able to bring some 
of the faintest stars in the 


| night sky into view, and 


separate a binary star sys- 
tem into two visible stars 
from the single dot we see 
with our naked eye. 

Part of Martin’s show 


| included two star clusters 
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that were surrounded by 
blue cosmic dust which 
was helping to reflect some 
of the light. Ordinarily, 
this dust is not visible with 
our own eyes, but aided 
with the power of the ob- 
servatory’s telescope, one 
can make out these clouds 
of cosmic dust. 

“In astronomy, that’s 
how you measure how 
powerful your telescope is, 
how dim an object you can 
see,” Martin said. 

Other stars included in 
his tour of the winter con- 
stellations were the red gi- 
ant Betelgeuse, the bright 
star Rigel in the constella- 
tion Orion, as well as sev- 
eral clusters and groups 
of stars such as the bee- 
hive cluster. While most 
of these clusters are too 
faint for the naked eye to 
see in the night sky, the 
Offit Telescope can sepa- 


‘rate these point sources of 


light, revealing the many 
stars that form each cluster, 
even with the limitations 
presented by urban light 
pollution. 

“It does a very good job 
compared to the naked eye, 
and it does a good job com- 
pared to other telescopes 
in the city,” Martin said. 

While the full potential 
of the telescope is still hin- 
dered by the lights ema- 
nating from the city, Mar- 
tin explained that there’s 
still a stronger element of 
convenience in reaching 
the general public. “It’s 
convenient in terms of peo- 
ple getting here, but it’s not 
very convenient in terms of 
the actual observing.” 

From 8:30pm to mid- 
night, Martin is usually in 
the observatory as‘ 
come and go throughout 
the night, weather permit- 
ting. ? 

If it’s a clear night out, 
be sure to check out the ob- 
servatory for a wonderful 
time among the stars. 


The John Bourne 
Collection 
4-—='2 p.m. 

The Walters Art 
Museum 

See over three 
hundred ceramic, 
metal, and stone 
artifacts from the 
ancient . Americas 
and listen to a talk 
by Julie Lauffen- 
burger, Senior Ob- 
jects Conservator, 
about discoveries 
and insights made 
during her studies 
on the issue of au- 


thenticity. 


O’Malley’s March 
7 p.m. 
Creative Alliance 


Maryland governor 
Martin O’Malley 
will be performing 
with his Celtic rock 
band to celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day. 


There will. be an 
additional _perfor- 
mance at 9:30 p.m. 


Heidi Martin 
Group 
9:30 — 10:30 p.m. 
An Die Musik LIVE! 


Jazz vocalist - and 
Maryland native 
Heidi Martin will 
be performing her 
own socially con- 
scious compositions 
with Larry Willis on 
piano, James King 
on bass, and Samir 
Moulay on guitar. 


Baltimore Greek 
Week 
All Day 


The second an- 
nual celebration 
of Greek history, 
culture, and food 
will run from the 
March 18-25. This 
year’s theme will 
focus on “The Med- 
iterranean Diet: 
A Greek Journey 


Through Food.” Be. 


sure to visit balti- 
moregreece.org for 
a complete list of 
participating —_res- 
taurants, menus, 
and events. 


Baltimore Area 
Handbell Festival 
4.—=555'p.m. 
Brown Memorial 
Park Ave. 
Presbyterian Church 


The Baltimore Area 
Handbell Festi- 
val, featuring four 
choirs and almost 
200 bells, will be 
performing massed 
ringing pieces as 
well as individu- 
al group pieces. 
They'll be playing 
familar hymms like 
“Deep River” and 
“Everytime | Feel 
the Spirit.” 


Whitney James 
7:30 — 9 p.m. 
Germano’s Trattoria 


Jazz legend and 


_ Northeast tour. 


New York vocal- 
ist Whitney James 
will be performing 
songs from her de- 
but album in Balti- 
more as part of her 


Marcu 15, 2019 


THE JoHNs Hopkins News-Letrer 


B3 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Sweet acting abilities 


make California Suite 


By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 
Statf Writer 


Considering all its cur- 
rent references, it is hard to 
believe Neil Simon’s Calj- 
fornia Suite first premiered 
in 1976. 

Its longevity proves that 
it worked in the past"— it 
was even made into a moy- 
ie in 1978 — and with fresh 
modern updates, it works 
now. 

rhe play tells four dif- 
ferent stories whose com- 
mon theme is their setting: 
Suite 203-204 in The Bev- 
erly Hills Hotel. 

Each vignette takes the 
form of a continuous scene 
with characters coming 
and going from the room. 

California Suite focuses 
on relationships: the audi- 
ence is given four examples 
of complex interactions be- 
tween men and women. 
The play reveals the masks 
people put on to spar with 
their partners despite the 
genuine (albeit sometimes 
buried) connection they 
share. / 

The first story shows a 
charged exchange between 
ex-couple Hannah (Mi- 
chele Jerkins Guyton) and 
Billy (Greg Guyton). They 
fire off witty banter and in- 
sults and debate the advan- 

tages of New York versus 
Los Angeles. 

Yet, underneath their 
snarky dialogue, the char- 
acters expose real emotion 
and vulnerability. The im- 
petus for the reunion is 
conflict over their daughter 


Jenny, and they both fight 
for her valiantly. 

By the end, Hannah and 
Billy prove to be imperfect 
but, ultimately, caring par- 
ents. 

[he second story  in- 
volves a hapless husband, 
an unconscious hooker and 
a jetlagged wife. Humor 
and antics ensue as Marvin 
(Marc Harber) attempts to 
deal with the consequenc- 
es of his previous night’s 
transgressions with Bunny 
(Polly Hurlburt). 

Harber really brings 
out the humor of his char- 
acter, as Marvin scurries 
around the stage, sweats 
and tries to cover up his 


foolish mistake. His wife | 
Millie (Barbara Pinker) is | 
unsuspecting | 


kind and 
but exhausted from her 
long trip. Pinker plays her 
sympathetically, with an 
especially authentic ac- 
cent. Millie’s earnestness 
contrasts with Marvin’s 
frantic deception to create 
a scene that is both funny 
and heartbreaking. 

And all the time the 
prostitute’s presence is un- 
avoidable, as she lies pros- 
trate in the bed. 

Act two begins with Di- 
ana (Hillary Mazer) and 
Sidney (Michael P. Sulli- 
van) getting ready for the 
Oscars. 

They are an ostensibly 
British couple, something 
the actors play up to hilari- 


cially amusing while fret- 
ting over the “hump” on 
SeE THEATRE, pace B5 


COURTESY OF WWWVAGABONDPLAYERS.ORG 
The Nichols and Williams couples pose together for a family photo. 


Franco brings Irwin’s Hart Crane to life 


By BARBARA LAM 


Arts & Entertainment Editor 


“Thank you everyone 
for staying,” a tired James 
Franco said sheepishly af- 
ter the screening of his film 
The Broken Tower, a biopic 
of poet Hart Crane. 

The audience, indeed, 
deserved thanks after sit- 
ting through 90 minutes of 
disconnected and 
ented cinema. 

Directed by, written by 
and starring Franco, The 
Broken Tower premiered in 
2011 to much critical confu- 
sion. Franco is well aware 
of the film’s difficulty and 
addressed it in the panel 
discussion following the 
screening, which was co- 
sponsored by The Writing 
Seminars, Film and Media 
Studies and The Johns Hop- 
kins University Press in cel- 
ebration of Professor John 
Irwin’s recently published 
Hart Crane’s Poetry. Irwin 
and Linda DeLibero, direc- 
tor of Film and Media Stud- 
ies, joined Franco for the 
post-screening discussion. 

“When you're writing 

-about and filming the life 
of a’ poet, and you're trying 
to work through the life 
it’s] always problematic,” 
Franco said. “This is even 
more problematic with 
Crane because you have 
extremely challenging [po- 
etry], and you have a life 
whose details are quite in- 


disori- 


| cendiary and dramatic. 


“Crane once said, ‘If I 


| have six good readers, I'll 
ous effect. Mazer is espe- | 


| and extreme moods. 


be happy,” Franco contin- 
ued. “Meaning he knows 
his poetry is difficult.” 

Crane (1899-1932) was 
an American poet known 
for his self-destructive al- 
cohol abuse, promiscuity 
He 
only published two books 
of poetry, White Buildings 
in 1926 and The Bridge four 
years later. Critics deemed 
The Bridge an ambitious but 
failed attempt to express 
the spirit, myth and -his- 
tory of America. 

“Crane is undoubtedly 
the most difficult modern 
poet in English, but it is 
also quite true that “The 
Bridge” is the best long 
poem written in the 20th 
century in the English lan- 
guage, bar none. It’s not the 
best by a little. It’s the best 
by a lot,” Irwin stated, re- 
ferring to the book’s name- 
sake. 

In The Bridge, Crane “pro- 
poses. . [a] kind of Ameri- 
can Indian sacredness of 
the land and that the land is 


Ee MO i ea 


both a mother and a spouse 
and the people who lived on 
the land have to be married 
to it,” Irwin said. 

Crane was inspired by 
the Brooklyn Bridge after 
seeing Alfred Stieglitz’s ex- 
hibition of his photos and 
paintings of the monument 
in 1923. “One of the things 
in 2012 that we forget about 
the Brooklyn Bridge is what 
an impact it had when it 
opened in 1883,” Irwin 
continued. “It was a mar- 
vel of American ingenuity 
and construction. When it 
opened, it was the largest, 
tallest man-made structure 
in the man-made world. The 
Eiffel tower was built in re- 
sponse to it. 

“1 think it’s David Mc- 
Cullough in  [Ginsburg’s] 
documentary who says 
something like, ‘If you are 
an American, there are cer- 
tain basic experiences you 
ought to have in your life. 
One of them is you should 
stand at some point at the 
rim of the Grand Canyon. 
You'll be overpowered by 
the beauty, majesty and 
power of the natural world. 
And every American at 
some point should walk 
across the Brooklyn Bridge. 
You should wait until it’s a 
windy day in October. . .and 
stop and let the cables sing 
to you. And you'll be over- 
whelmed by the power and 
beauty of the man-made 
world.” 

Crane uses the bridge 
to symbolize a connection 


COURTESY OF RACHEL AYERS 
Irwin DeLibero joined James Franco onstage for a O&A session following the screening of 7he Broken Tower. 


“. .between a relationship 
to his mother and to his 
father,” Irwin said. “Both 
these relationships get fac- 
tored into the poem because 
people's relationships to 
their land is largely [their] 
relationships to their par- 
ents. [We refer to] fatherland 
and patriotism, motherland 
and the natal place. In some 
way the way you feel about 
your native land is a func- 
tion of how you feel about 
your parents.” 

The fragile  relation- 
ship between Crane and 
his parents is evident in 
many tense scenes of The 
Broken Tower. Fights esca- 
late quickly between Crane 
and his father, a wealthy 
businessman who disap- 
proves of his son’s pursuit 
of poetry, and his mother 
acts like a child in Crane’s 
presence. Irwin said that 
Crane’s father had said to 
him, “If you’re going to 
be a poet, you're going to 
be a bum,” and that Crane 
had taken it very literally, 
living with meager means 
and drinking through 
any allowance he received 
from his rich parents. 

Crane was, therefore, 
forced to work in order to 
support himself and often 
found income by work- 
ing as a copywriter for ad 
agencies. The Hopkins au- 
dience laughed out loud 
during scenes that de- 
picted Crane’s frustration 
with his job. In one scene, 
he repeats the product's 


name again and again un- 
til the word disintegrates 
in his mouth into a jumble 
of nonsensical sounds. In 
another, he shouts the tag- 
line for a toothpaste brand 
out an open window, his 
tangible frustration un- 
nervingly juxtaposed by 
his yelling, “It’s okay, no 
tooth decay, it’s okay, no 
tooth decay.” “Crane hated 
[working copy] because not 
only did it take up his time 
but it sapped his creative 
energy,” Franco explained. 
Franco is ambitious and 
brave with many aspects 
of the film. When a homo- 
sexual Crane — there are 
explicit scenes of sexual 
encounters with men — 
first sleeps with a woman, 
the camera looks from his 
view onto her face and 
watches as he traces his 
thumb along the bridge of 
her nose and rubs her lips. 
The slow outlining of her 
face helps the viewer feel 
as if they're experiencing 
the same excitement, stir- 
ring of intimacy and curi- 
osity that Crane is feeling. 
Franco indulges in these 
kinds of defamiliarizing, 
uncomfortable yet alluring 
moments. The Broken Tower 
opens with shots of the 
back of Crane’s head, cre- 
ating a sense of displace- 
ment, and Franco daringly 
reenacts the entirety of 
Crane’s reading of “For the 
Marriage of Faustus and 
Helen.” Spanning at least 
SEF CRANE, pace B5 


Hopkins for Pakistan brings the bazaar to campus 


By AAFIA SAYED 
Staff Writer 


handmade crafts and em- 
broidered clothes. 


In an effort to bring 


On Mar. 9th, Hopkins for 
Pakistan held a fundraiser 
called the Anarkali Bazaar, 
based on a famous bazaar 
with the same name that ex- 
ists in in Lahore, Pakistan. 
This event, which took place 
at Mattin Center, was de- 
signed to help build schools 
for underprivileged  chil- 
dren in Pakistan. 

The original is about 
two hundred years old 
and one of the oldest exist- 
ing markets in South Asia. 
It's name comes from the 
tomb of a slave girl named 
Anarkali, who was buried 
alive by Emperor Akbar 
during his reign. 

Hers was a story similar 
to that of Romeo and Juliet; 
she had fallen in love with 
the prince, and the Em- 
peror refused to accept her 
relationship with his son. 
What is thought to be her 
tomb is located near the the 
road where the market was 
created. 

Thus, it was created in 
her honor, and one can find 
a wide variety of wares at 
the Anarkali Bazaar, from 
traditional food items to 


this cultural experience to 
Hopkins, Mattin Center 
was, for an evening, trans- 
formed into a Pakistani 
marketplace. 

The event’s turnout was 
average, as it lasted for a 
little over two hours, and 


Every color in the spec- 
trum was thrown together 
on the tables and hung up 
on the clothing rack. In ad- 
dition to this, delicious gy- 
ros were being sold, along 
with fresh samosas. 

All of this, including 
the Indian music blaring 
from speakers in the back- 
ground, created an entire- 


those _at- ly new 
tending atmo- 
were most- sphere, 
ly people In an effort to transport- 
passing bring this cultural ing pass- 
through : ; erby into 
who decid- experience to Hopkins, — another 
ed to stop : country 
Sad Hie La Center was. se uyhaegee 
the group's transformed into a cde 
VAOAL Ut P ? as___ they 
teers about Pakistani marketplace. waiked 
their cause ——————————_—__———_ through, 
or look consider- 
around at the actual tables. ing the different items be- 


The bazaar consisted 
of several tables selling all 
kinds of traditional things, 
ranging from beautiful 
cultural dresses, colorful 
scarves, jewelry, shoes and 
handbags — a few girls 
volunteering for the orga- 
nization were incredibly 
talented henna artists and 
offered tattoos to custom- 
ers as well. 


ing sold. 
Even the salespeople 
volunteering at this event 


were dressed up in tradi- 


tional clothing just to give 
people an even more real- 
istic experience. 

A large sign at one of 
the entrances to Mattin 


-Center contained informa- 


tion about the organiza- 
tion for which the event 


was fundraising. Almost 
everything was sold, since 
students were even able 
to pay with their JCards 
when they didn’t have 
cash on them. 

All of the profits made 
at this bazaar were donat- 
ed to The Citizen’s Foun- 
dation, a non-profit orga- 
nization that was set up in 
order to battle the dismal 
state of education in Paki- 
stan. Today, TFC has estab- 
lished over seven hundred 
schools throughout the 
country, especially encour- 
aging the enrollment of 
girls and maintaining a 50 
percent ratio of male and 
female students. 

The Anarkali Bazaar 
served as Hopkins’ con- 
tribution towards remov- 
ing barriers of class and 
privilege in Pakistan, 
helping basic education 
be brought to each indi- 
vidual child despite their 
family’s financial situa- 
tion. 

Due to it’s success, Hop- 
kins for Pakistan has de- 
cided that this event will 
be an annual one and grow 
each year. If anyone wasn’t 
able to attend, there's al- 
ways next year. 


his Single of 

the week is 

Beach House’s 

first single re- 

leased off their 
upcoming album Bloom. It 
will be released May 15th 
off Sub Pop records. 

Beach House is an al- 
ternative, dream pop duo 
made of Victoria Legrand 
and Alex Scalley, who are 
both from our very own 
Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Their 
first three 
albums, 
Beach. 
House, De- 
votion and 
Teen Dream 
have _ all 
received 
increasing 
critical ac- 
claim, and Bloom seems 
like it’s not going to dis- 
appoint Beach House's 
loyal audiences. 

With every album, 
their fan base has steadi- 
ly expanded in size and 
Bloom will definitely con- 
tribute to their popular- 
ity. 
The psychedelic and 
acterized most of Teen 


Dream is still very much 
present in their newest 


work, but with enough of 


drifting sound that char-- 


a twist to make Bloom in- 
teresting. 

“Myth” is a calm, yet 
powerfully moving track 
that is equal parts electron- 
ic and easy listening. 

It begins with the strik- 
ing of a bell, which quickly 
escalates into a hypnotic, 
almost classical, ultra-syn- 
thed beat. 

Then Legrand’s vo- 
cals come in with a very 
haunting 
and _ Nico- 
esque feel. 

The cho- 
rus quietly 
gains mo- 
mentum 
so that one 
can_ barely 
notice the 
difference 
between 
verses and 
the chorus, in the best pos- 
sible way. The song peters 
out with high guitar riffs 

and ends simply with a 
piano. Ean 
Everyone should take a 
listen to “Myth,” which is 
online now. And be sure 
to check out Bloom when 
it’s available on May 15th. 
It’s perfect for a warm 
spring afternoon when 
you're lazing around on 
the Beach. 


— Rachel Schnalzer 
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Father-son duo stuns with world premiere of Legion at Hopkins 


An interview with James and Nicky Glossman 


High school playwright Nicky Glossman brings his play to his father’s university 


Legion made big prom- 
ises. The show’s running 
time is nearly two-and- 
a-half hours — meaning, 
they have to earn all that 
time they're taking — and 
if expectations aren’t high 
enough already, they boast 
veteran actor and Hopkins 
professor John Astin at the 
very top of their cast list. 

Of course, JHUT has a 
reputation for taking risks. 
And they’ve staged ambi- 
tious world premieres be- 
fore — recently, even — so 
what's different about Le- 
gion? (Besides the fact it’s 
a legal drama about high- 
school students.) 

Well, it’s an ensemble 
production. This means 
a large cast, frequent set 
changes and more stage 
time to accommodate that 
large cast and a director 
with his attention divided 
13 different ways. 

Fortunately for the cast 
of Legion, not one audi- 
ence member can be found 
sharpening his knives 
against them when the cur- 
tain falls; all were satisfied. 

What more can be said 
for the show is that it keeps 
the audience's ears pricked 
until the final minutes 
without ever losing its heart 
— without which, it would 
be lost — and maintains a 
swift tempo throughout 
with effective scene transi- 
tions — without which it 
too would be lost. 

The show’s _ strength 
ends up being its greatest 
risk. College students are 
notorious for doing the 
right thing for the wrong 
reason, but director James 
Glossman’s huge team 
of actors have seemingly 
found a true sense of en- 
semble — which is to say, 
one step beyond “team- 
work” — and proved that 
every student was invested 
in the final product. 

Case in point, take the 
show's costuming. Real soli- 
darity can be sensed among 
the Legion team if they put 
together all those outfits 
without outside help. The 
costuming is the most co- 
herent and attractive of any 
recent Hopkins show. 

The show is about “Le- 
gion”, the after-school 
group that Adam, a high 
school student (sophomore 
Jake Budenz), fosters into 
a cultlike organization 
that extends its influence 
to questionable lengths. 
When a drug dealer is at- 
tacked, injured, and even- 
tually dies, Legion’s leader 
is tried for murder, and 
his inner circle must find a 
way to protect Adam with- 
out exposing too many se- 
crets to defense attorney 
Peter White (sophomore 
Brandon Epstein). 

The performances 
throughout are believ- 
able, mostly, except dur- 
ing times of great tension, 
where through voice and 
body some actors who 
play students reveal the 
characters’ anxieties to be 
their own nerves. There 
are some cringe-induc- 


ing yelling moments (the 
worst culprits being Lucas 
Shores, who plays Adam’s 
father briefly, and Budenz) 


’ 


COURTESY OF GEORGINA EDIONSERI 


and also some awkward 
confrontational moments 
that suggest Shores and 
Matt Pulaski probably 
haven't been in any after- 
school fistfights before. 

Being the leader of Legion 
calls for a stage presence 
Budenz can’t quite muster, 
and he maintains an ad- 
mirably controlled manner 
of speaking but ultimately 
takes no great leaps with 
the creepily quirky charac- 
ter he’s given. 

But, all this aside, Gloss- 
man clearly allocated his 
time wisely. While the 
amateur actors give ama- 
teur performances — as 
one would rightly expect 
his seasoned actors 
breathe life into their roles 
onstage. These performers 
play some of the adults in 
the world of Legion: Epstein, 
the attorney; senior Cydney 
Weiner, his nemesis; senior 
Emily Sucher, his private 
investigator; and John As- 
tin, the school’s trainwreck 
of a principal. 

No surprises from Pro- 
fessor Astin’s performance. 
His presence chills the 
audience, as they watch a 
man who counts the days 
until his dismissal. As- 
tin’s trademark blend of 
comedy and tragedy ef- 
fectively makes Legion a 
sudden reality in the world 
of the play. (“It was a gift 
from god,” he says, “and 
you don’t look those in the 
mouth.”) 

Epstein, if not officially, 
does lead the ensemble. Ep- 
stein’s a true professional: 
knowing his role guides 
the story from beginning 
to end, he tackles the part 
with speed, confidence and 
style. His up-tempo, driving 
presence holds the entire 


production together, and, | 


just as a tree resolves that its 


bark should not fall off, he | 


never lets himself falter. 

Sucher is infamous for 
making every role her 
own, and her performance 
as Harriet Levine is no ex- 
ception. She’s a tomboyish 
oddball who loves food — 
and, to the actress’s extreme 
credit, she can always be 
understood with a mouth 
full of it. 


Weiner, as prosecutor 


White (Brandon Epstein) is Adam's (Jake Budenz) ticket out of jail. 


a> | 


COURTESY OF GEORGINA EDIONSERI 
High school student group “Legion” evades defense attorney Peter White (Brandon Epstein) in Glossman’s play. 


Lois Pritchett, exudes noth- 
ing but confidence, and 
when we see how strong 
a woman she is (it doesn’t 
take long), she outstrips 
the definition of strong by 
stepping into the audience 
and making Epstein chase 
after her. Weiner has cer- 
tainly made her mark in 
the realm of Hopkins the- 
atre, but never before has 
she emerged as such a ful- 
gent stage presence as in 
Legion. 

The script is strong and 
its characters, these intricate 
human beings, are absorb- 
ing. For future productions, 
a condensed, tighter script 
will assist in relieving the 
burden of theatrical mo- 
mentum that Epstein carries 


on his shoulders in this pro- 
duction. 

Legion is a stunningly 
professional production. 
Nicky Glossman writes in a 


James Glossman, Hop- 
kins visiting professor and 
director of Legion, had not 
yet rested his laurels after 
the show played to a nearly 
full house on its opening 
night. I sat down with Pro- 
fessor Glossman and _ his 
son Nicky, the playwright, 
to learn a bit more about 
Legion — both the produc- 
tion and the cult-like stu- 
dent organization. 


The News-Letter (N-L): How 
are you guys? How 


last night? 


was 


Oh, 
it was great. It was. We 
blew out a fuse and started 


James Glossman (JG): 


twenty minutes late. You’d 
think that would have ru- 
ined the night but it didn’t. 


N-L: Your team must have 
been really prepared. How 
did you find them? 


JG: Auditions. It 
sHeer dumb stupid luck. They 
ended up working through 
everything, on the stage 
or during transitions, like 
they'd been a company for 


was my 


colloquial style that’s fresh | five years. They’re — I don’t 
and acces- know, 
sible to I don't 
Allan attic! Rob Powers know the 
in Legion word — 
his voice they have 


translates to characters that 
compel and sometimes even 
repulse his audience. 

All in all — engaging 
transitions, minimal but 
effective set design, bold 
technical choices: James 
Glossman, director, can 
be credited with the suc- 
cess of this ambitious proj- 
ect, one that delivers all it 
promises. 


synergy. They have jazz. 


N-L: When did you guys 
first start work on Legion? 


Nicky Glossman (NG): I 
started writing the script 
last March and finished in 
July. With this play, I just 
wrote whatever I wanted, 
and it ended up being 
| huge. 
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N-L: Did you end up making 
a lot of changes after that? 


NG: No, not really. I live 
up in New York and go to 
school, but | made some 
small edits while the cast 
rehearsed. It’s my first 
time dealing with a large 
ensemble and, at the same 
time, a younger audience. 


N-L: John Astin plays a 
“featured role,” as you de- 
scribe it. Tell me more. 


JG: John’s got such gravitas, 
and such a sense of com- 
edy. I knew he was perfect 
for this role, the principal 
at the end of his rope, this 
subversive role. I had to 
hands-and-knees beg him, 
practically, he’s busy 
running the [Merrick Barn|, 
and thankfully he agreed. 
To have him around was so 


so 


valuable, like having some- 
one from “the world.” 


N-L: I'm excited to see the 
show. 


NG: There’s really a wide tal- 
ent pool on this campus, and 
everyone’s ambitious when it 
comes to opportunities. 


N-L: Would you say that 
applies with the arts as 
much as the sciences? 


JG: Sure. The program at the 
Merrick Barn offers opportu- 
nities for students to experi- 
ence: to experience joy, to ex- 
perience terror, or shame or 
pride. Luckily we have many 
students who care, but as for 
the rest: . well, the question 
is, “how do you a change a 
society?” And that’s what Le- 
gion is all about. 


James Franco offers gratuitous nudity in place of plot..... 


CRANE, From B3 
10 minutes, the film’s view- 
ers watch as Crane’s audi- 


| ence watches him read. 


“Crane [read] “For the 
Marriage of Faustus and 
Helen” in New York and I 
don’t think it was received 
very well,” Franco said. 
“{The scene] is a key mo- 
ment. . .the audience at 
Crane’s reading was not 
very understanding so | 
thought either people will 
kind of tap into it — and 
what they’re getting is pure 
Crane — or they'll just not 
understand it and maybe 
get antsy. But that'll be a 
moment where the audi- 
ence here is aligned with 
Crane's audience. So it’s al- 
most like you're experienc- 
ing Crane's reading as they 
did,” Franco explained. 

He went on to cite direc- 
tor Ed Harris as inspiration 
for the scene. Harris holds 
the camera for three seconds 
on a blank white canvas in 
his film Pollock but later said, 
“T wish I had held on it for 10 


| seconds or 20 seconds, but I 


didn’t have the guts to do it.” 

“T think that was in my 
head,” Franco said. “I might 
bore the audience a little 
but I'll be true to the sub- 
ject and I'll just be giving 
the poetry out without any 
kind of filter or anything 
like that. And maybe that 
way I'll be true to Crane.” 

Franco repeated his de- 
sire to “be true to Crane” 
several times throughout 
the discussion. He com- 
pared the work in The Bro- 
ken Tower to a film he had 
acted in beforehand, Howl, 
which portrays poet Al- 
lan Ginsberg. “[Howl]  re- 
ally tried to reach out to 
the audience and tried to 
communicate with the audi- 
ence. And that was perfect 
for the movie because that 
was how Ginsberg was,” 
Franco said. “When it came 
to Crane, I felt like that isn’t 
exactly what Crane is try- 
ing to do.” He went on to 
describe Crane as a “fiery, 
dangerous person” who 
was searching for a revolu- 
tionary, visionary approach 
to poetry without regard to 
fame or fans. 


“One of the things that 
James’s film does is to be 
true to the amount of per- 
sonal life that is present in 
Crane’s poetry,” Irwin af- 
firmed, going on to com- 
mend Franco on ”. . .how 
well [the film] melded with 
the poems [he] recites in 
the film.” There are several 
meditative shots of the sea, 
the Brooklyn Bridge and 
other significant forces in 
Crane’s life, and Dona no- 
bis pacem — inspired by 
Walt Whitman, who ma- 
jorly influenced Crane — 
is featured prominently 
throughout. 

Much of the film was less 
accessible, however. Mod- 
eled after Godard’s episodic 
film Vivre sa vie : film. en 
douze tableaux (To Live Her 
Life: A Film in Twelve Scenes) 
and built upon the work of 
Paul Mariani’s biography of 
Crane, The Broken Tower is 
filmed in black and white 
and split into 12 “voyages.” 

Each voyage chronicles 
an important part of the po- 
et’s life, and are titled in brief 
statements like “8. Return to 
Patterson. Dinner with Fa- 
ther.” as if announcing the 
bookmarks to someone's 
diary. What could be an in- 
teresting storytelling effect 
is unfortunately marred 
by over-stylized clips that 
tell very little of who Hart 
Crane was. 


COURTESY OF RACHEL AYERS 


James Franco takes to the stage to introduce his film, The Broken Tower. 


stead of feeling like Crane’s 
life was as fragmentary as 
the film, the film feels self- 
indulgent and aloof. More 
than a few students in the 
audience fell asleep dur- 
ing the screening, and the 
reward never came despite 

Franco’s promise of one. 
“Just a warning, this is 
not Pineapple Express,” Fran- 
co said when he first arrived. 
“If you give it some patience 
it may be rewarding. There 
is some nu- 


Despite dity and sex- 
Franco’s at- : ual contact 
tempt to There is some so,” Franco 
CoAT APSE. nudity and sexual BY Be ot 
ize Crane's 5S “Maybe 
volatile and Contact so, that’s the 
Eilers 48 Franco paused. ioke arti “he 
ity through “Maybe that’s the Franco 
his film, the ee addressed 
piece ulti- reward. the film’s dif- 
mately fails ficulty sever- 
on several al times, ex- 


levels. The haphazard plot 
sloshes about like wine in a 
drunken person’s glass, and 
playing connect-the-scenes 
becomes tedious after the 
first few minutes. Many of 
the actors’ lines are unin- 
tentionally deadpanned (in 
sharp contrast to Franco's 
superb performance), and 
there’s no continuity or de- 
velopment of characters. In- 


plaining that “[making this 
movie was] not for financial 
gain, not for critical praise. 
The only motivation was 
how can I be most loyal to 
Crane's spirit and how can I 
just lend myself to it,” Fran- 
co said. He explained that it 
was not an “egotistical kind 
of endeavor” and that he 
had intended someone else 
to act while he directed — “I 


et) 


asked Joseph Gordon-Lev- 
itt,” Franco said, immedi- 
ately interrupted by a burst 
of (female-dominated) ex- 
clamations. 

The majority of the au- 
dience seemed to be there 
only for the art that is Fran- 
co’s face. Although Franco 
looked travel-worn and 
weary, iPads and iPhones 
rose and fell like arms ex- 
tended in worship when 
Franco took to the stage, and 
after the discussion both 
male and female students 
swarmed him, 

Franco was light-heart- 
ed about the affair, break- 
ing a silence in the Q&A 
at one point by saying, “If 
anybody has the urge to 
ask me to go smoke weed 
with them I’m sorry I can’t. 
I've had that question in 
the past [so] I just want to 
get that out of the way,” He 
hesitated in response to the 

lack of laughter, following 
with, “Or maybe you don’t 
do that at this school.” , 

Students left Shriver in 
audible disappointment 
with the film, but there was 
a sense of gratitude and de- 
light in the fact that Franco 
had stopped by Hopkins. 
The Broken Tower will be the- 
atrically released sometime 
this year. 
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By SAMUEL MULLEN 
For The Vews-Letter 


Someplace Unknown, 
written by AJ Hanks, is 
an interactive novel that 
revolves around the way 
families deal with death 
and secrets, and the con- 
nections between a father 
and his son. 

It is, at best, a merely 
decent read, with strong, 
well-developed charac- 
ters, that is unfortunately 
marred by the format and 
the heavy-handed moral 
stance the author takes. 

The story is purpose- 
fully told in a jumbled up, 
anachronistic w ay. 

The author follows the 
inner thoughts of Mike 
(the son) and Don (the 
dad) as they embark on 
a road trip. Both of the 
characters’ minds tend to 
wander, so not everything 
is made clear. 

The story skips from 
one point to the next with 
wild abandon, not really 
tying most of the chapters 
together. 

The author acknowl- 
edges this at one point, 
specifically saying that he 
is going to leave certain el- 
ements of the story out, be- 


cause of space limitations. 

Hanks’s decision is an- 
noying, to say the least. 

If there is a story to be 
told, it’s often preferable 
to tell it, or remove all ref- 
erences to it in the novel. 

It’s frustrating when 
authors tease the readers 
by dangling extra infor- 
mation in front of them 
yet still refusing to let 
them see it. 

This is supposed to be 
an interactive novel. An 
interactive novel often 
means that while reading 
the book, you have the op- 
portunity to make several 
decisions that affect the 
text that you are reading, 
that allow you to gain 
more from the experience 
than mere words could 
convey. 

This is most often done 
with a choose-your-own- 
adventure-style format, 
like what you would see 
in a Goosebumps book, but 
there are other ways to do 
it as well. 

Where Hanks falls 
short is that the interac- 
tive part of the novel fails 
to add anything to the 
plot or add dimension to 
the characters. 

When he says interac- 
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Someplace Unknown follows a father and son on their roadtrip. 


ARTIST : 
The Magnetic 
Fiel 
ALBUM 


Love at the 
Bottom of the 


Sea 


LABEL 


Merge Records 
RELEASED 


March 6, 2012 © 


has always been gifted 
_ with wersviey, ane this 


NEW VIBRATIONS 


Stephen Merritt channels 
an innocence and clarity 
to his voice as he prom- 
ises to “mess up your girl- 
friend first.” It’s a graphic, 
gritty tale all set to some 
unlikely backbeats, which 
trill and flourish in the 
background. Merritt’s 
vocals morph entirely in 
“Andrew In Drag,” deep- 
ening and taking on an 
austere tone as the chorus 
swoons around him. Mer- 
ritt is not a traditionally 
gifted singer, but he does 


well at this sort of dead- 
pan delivery. 


The Magnetic Fields 


_ album is” 

This album gave me a chock full 
headache. It could be the of puns. 
barrage of midterms this “ G o d 


week, but it could also be 
this collision of abrasive 
yet twee that character- 
izes much of The Mag- 
netic Fields’s latest release. 
Known for their experi- 
mentalism — Love Aft the 
Bottom of the Sea ends their 
trilogy of albums shun- 
ning synthesizers in favor 
of “real” instruments — 
The Magnetic Fields takes 
it one step too far here, 
subverting the basic pop 
song structure into some- 
thing that almost mocks 

idea of popular music 

hou pens listenable 


“Your / Girl 
Face” is a peppy 
ng, though — the 


Opener : 


nd’s 


ity 
iy 


Wants Us 
To Wait” 
has a 
strangely 
hy m- 
nal tone, 
crossed 
with a 
thudding 
disco 
groove. It 


y 


manages to be shismecins: . 
and stark all at the same > 
time, and it’s one of the 
_ miss the mark. 


strongest moments on this 


weird hodgepodge of an — 
b ae coax life out of these songs, 
they just never quite hit 
home, and it makes Love 


album. 
None of the ‘songs | here 


clocks in at over three min- _ 


utes, and that brevity both 


rescues some of this mate- 
tial from falling into alu 
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Novel’s format goes Someplace Unknown 


tive, he means you can 
click to see a_ picture, 
which may or may not 


have anything to do with | 


what you are reading at 
all. 

The author also places 
a picture after every sec- 
ond page of text, which 


are explained in-story as | 


Mike’s road trip photo- | | 


graphs (he uses art as an 
escape from his guilt), but 
once again these bits do 


little to enhance the story. | 


They don’t make the story 
better, just longer. 

The weakest part of the 
book, however, is that the 
book merely acts as a shill 
for Hanks’s real website, 
www.someplaceknown.com. 


It works like _ this. 
First you read the book 
and sympathize with 


the characters, recognize 
the heavy-handed moral 
(keeping secrets destroys 
your life) and then the 
book finishes. 

But wait, there’s more! 
After you finish the book, 
Hanks reiterates that se- 
crets are hard to carry, 
and how much better you 
feel once you get them off 
your chest. 

He then offers to help 
you out with this by let- 
ting you tell your secret to 
other people anonymous- 
ly, for the low, low price of 
10 bucks. 

Hold it right there, you 
say? You think that this 
kind of thing has already 
been done? 

Well, if you do, then 
you would be correct. 


Postsecret.com already 
does that exact same 
thing, except without 


the facade of a story, a 10 
dollar fee or an arbitrary 
length limit in which to 
tell your secret. 

Someplace Unknown 
is not only a scheme for 
Hanks to make money, 
but a poorly thoughtout 
one at that. All told how- 
ever, the book isn’t that 
bad of a read. It’s not nec- 
essarily worth your time 
but it’s a nice diversion if 
you're bored. 


often purposefully block 
the listener out. Moreover, 
with pun after pun — “Td 
Go Anywhere With Hugh,” 
‘Infatuation (With Your 
Gyration)” and “My Hus- 
band’s Pied-A-Ierre,” it’s 
hard to take this album se- 
riously when it seems like 
the band barely is. 

Even at two minutes long, 
some of these songs are just 
too long. There’s a theatrical- 
ity in cuts like “The Horrible 
Party” and “Goin’ Back To 
The Country,” but The Mag- 
netic Fields doesn't quite 
deliver on making these 
moments soar. Without a 
theatrical narrative linking 


these songs in place, there’s 


little to 
anchor 
anything 
down, 
and that’s 
_ part of 
what 
makes 
Love At 
ine: Bot- 
Sea so 
elusive. 
You see 
its poten- 


saben to be catchy, 


to even be a cool exercise 
in song craft, but then they 


Though Merritt tries to 


At the Bottom of the Sea a 


chore to listen to. An ans 


THEATRE, From B3 
her dress. Her superb 
acting allows her to por- 
tray her character as both 
haughty and self-deprecat- 
ing. 

Diana and Sidney’s in- 
teractions rely mostly on 
vicious quips, but they re- 
main inextricably connect- 
ed to one another. Their 
arguments reveal the 
complexities and secrets 
of their marriage, which 
helps develop the depths 
of their character. 

By the time the lights 
go out, the audience has 
seen a detailed progres- 
sion. Also, their post-party 
conversation about vomit- 
ing on another actress is 
definitely a highlight of 
the play. 

The final story is the 
least serious and perhaps 
the funniest. It deals with 
two couples, Mort (Mi- 
chael Panzarotto) and Beth 
(Karin Crighton) and Gert 
(Polly Hurlburt) and Stu 


(Blaise D’Ambrosio), who 


| 


B5 


COURTESY OF WWWYVAGABONDPLAYERS.ORG 


are on vacation together. 

Before the trip they 
were the best of friends, 
but by the time their scene 
begins its evident that their 
relationships have deterio- 
rated. 

Their idiosyncrasies 
drive one another to the 
point of actual violence, 
which is both scary and 
enthralling to watch. The 
characters trade insults 
and injuries until by the 
end of their foray on stage 
they are all in a state of co- 
medic hysteria. 

The Vagabond Player’s 
production of California 
Suite is directed by John 
W. Ford. 

The set design is both 
abstract (the wall between 
the two rooms is only par- 
tially there) and strikingly 
real. The wallpaper and 
artwork are frustratingly 
familiar to anyone who has 
spent time in a hotel room. 

Stories built around a 
hotel or motel setting are 
often very interesting, as 


William (Guyton) and Hannah (Jenkins Guyton) are just one of the couples who stay in the California Suite. 


Emotions abound in California Suite 


the audience gets to see 
the characters out of their 
comfort zone and in an 
unfamiliar place. 

California Suite is no 
different; it makes use of 
its advantageous location 
to force secrets to emerge 
center stage. 

California Suite is very 
funny. But underneath its 
humor is real tension and 
tragedy, made engaging 
through its well developed 
characters. This is especial- 
ly impressive considering 
its form. 

It is a testament to the 
playwright that these four 
short, disjointed stories all 
feel complete. Each scene 
has a climax and a sort of 
resolution, leaving the au- 
dience satisfied but still . 
ready to move on to the 
next one. It is even possible 
to imagine the vignettes 
performed alone. Yet. to- 
gether in one play the sto- 
ries of California Suite have 
a strong cumulative, irre- 
placeable impact. 


Taking a break with mid-season premieres 


f you're anything like 

me, you're probably 

swamped in work 

this semester, from 

calculus problems to 
fiction writing to analytical 
essays. Of course, if you're 
anything like me, you're 
probably also looking for a 
good way to relax from the 
weekday grind. How bet- 
ter to do that than to watch 
some TV in your down- 
time? (Yes, I can already 
hear the protests of, “What 
downtime?”) 

Still, if by some mira- 
cle, you're able to squeeze 
in some time for TV, you 
might be looking for some 
new shows. 


material to fund their trip, 
they head off to the rain- 
forest. The only problem is 
that the supernatural forces 
being hunted may begin 
hunting them now. Want to 
find out what happens next 
in this paranormal adven- 
ture? Catch this show at 9 
p-m. on Tuesdays. 

4. Alcatraz. lm already a 
sucker for cop procedurals, 
but this isn’t your everyday 
cop show. Originally air- 
ing on Jan. 16th, Alcatraz 
tells the story of how the 
prisoners on Alcatraz in 
San Francisco were never 
transferred off the island, 
as the public thinks they 

were. Rather, 


Maybe you're they all dis- 
hoping to re- Flo Lau appeared, 
Eee that one and eae 
show you've some of the 
just gotten F (I) 05 h OW most  dan- 
sick of, or you gerous men 


need another way to pro- 
crastinate. Either way, how 
about checking out some of 


the 2012 mid-season replace- 


ment shows? All of these 
shows aired for the first time 
sometime between January 
and March, so it should be 
pretty easy to catch up if you 
haven't seen them yet. 

In my opinion, here are 
the Top Five mid-season 
replacement shows you 
should be keeping an eye on: 


5. The River. Okay, I'll 
be honest. I’m not a big hor- 
ror person — example: I 
watched 3/4th of The Woman 
in Black from behind a blan- 
ket — but ABC’s The River, 


_ which aired on Feb. 7th, 


sounds rather intriguing. 
The premise is that a man 
goes missing in the Ama- 
zon while searching for 
proof of supernaturdi life. 
His family is determined 
to find him and along with 
a camera crew that films 


in American history are 
suddenly beginning to 
come back. The show fol- 
lows Detective Rebecca 
Madsen, played by Sarah 
Jones, as she joins a secret 
government unit dedicated 
to tracking these men down 
before they continue their 
crime sprees. However, the 
head of the unit, Emerson 
Hauser, is hiding his own 
secret related to Alcatraz. 
This show is on Fox at 8 
p-m. on Mondays. 

3. Touch. This show also 
has a touch of the super- 
natural. It tells the story 
of Kiefer Sutherland as 
Martin Bohm, whose au- 
tistic, mute son seems to 
have a gift with numbers. 
Together with Clea Hop- 
kins (Gugu Mbatha-Raw), 
a social worker and Ar- 


thur Teller (Danny Glover), 


a professor with expert 
knowledge on children 
who have extraordinary 
gifts with numbers, Mar- 


tin will have to figure out 
what his son is trying to 
tell him through the use of 
numbers...and how what 
he could tell him could 
help reshape the future for 
the better or the worse. The 
pilot airs on Monday, Mar. 
19th at 9 p.m. 

2. Awake. I know, I 
know. Another show about 
a police detective. I need 
more variety in my life. But 
seriously, this show (which 
aired March Ist on NBC) 
has a plotline that immedi- 
ately got me interested, not 
to mention that Lucius Mal- 
foy — I mean, Jason Isaacs 
— plays the lead character. 
After waking up from a car 
accident, Detective Michael 
Britten finds that he now 
exists in two realities, one 
in which his son died in the 
accident and one in which 
in wife died. Every time he 
goes to sleep and wakes up, 
he switches realities, and he 
has to find a way to keep 
himself from going insane. 
And maybe, just maybe, he 


- can bring the two realities 


together and make his fam- 
ily. whole again. Episodes 
air on Thursdays at 10 p.m. 

1. Smash. Maybe I'm bi- 
ased because I’m an utter 
theatre geek, but NBC's 
new show, which aired 
on Feb. 6th and starring 
Debra Messing, Katharine 
McPhee and Megan Hilty, 
has me utterly hooked. 
This show chronicles the 
journey behind creat- 
ing a Broadway musical 
about Marilyn Monroe 
from scratch and details 
all the drama that goes on 
backstage within the pro- 
duction itself in the lives 
of everyone involved, 
from the scriptwriters to 
the actors and directors. 
Smash is on at 10 p.m on 
Mondays. 
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CARTOONS, ETc. 


Blue Jay Brigade By Kevin Stoll Li 


SORRY MY CARTOONIST HAS MIDTERMS THIS WEEK... 


SO HAVE A HAPPY 


SPRING BREAK. 


Midterms By Katie Mann SPRING BREAK 


Nearly there: Spring Break 2012!! 


Beach Family 
Food Friends 


Home Reading 
Sleep (3) Spring Break 
Travel Vacation 
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Thank the sweet goddess Haruhi! 
It's spring break! 


So Tactually studied hard everyday, read all 
the textbook readings and lecture summaries, 
attended all the lectures, went to all the review 
sessions, and took awesome notes. 


What are you 
doing for break Casey? 


Oh I am heading back home to Cali 
and eating me a big In-N-Out 
Double-double*. 


But my exam score is still the same. 
What's wrong? What am I missing? 


*It's a California thing! 


Oh T am doing research at the 
medical campus and studying 
for my next exam. 


You know what we're all missing? 


"WANTED: Artists, ne 
writers, cartoonists for the 
ee toons Bree 


Grade inflation. 
You serious? You're spending 


your spring break studying? 
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| [Tutor Ok starting the session 
Tutor 

| [Tutor Okay, tor's begin. 


| Suppose a runner is funning in a straight "| 


and the runner throws a pumpkin straight y 


pumpkin land? Explain 


Type pou teupone bree 
The purnpkin wa 
wervcal force 


| [Tutor Suppose ¢ runner is running in @ straight ine at constant speed 


| fond the renner throws a pumpban Straoght up 
} Tutor 
[Tutor Where will the pumpkin tend? Explain 
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The Autotutor can alter its teaching method if it senses student boredom. 


Computerized tutor 
detects mood, emotion 


By CATIE PAUL 
Staff Writer 


When trying to master a 
difficult subject, many stu- 
dents may prefer to study 
with a human tutor rather 
than a machine. However, 
computer systems that 
teach students are rapidly 
becoming more advanced 
and may already provide 
greater learning gains than 
do human tutors. 

Scientists from MIT and 
Notre Dame have devel- 
oped a computer software, 
which they named Autolu- 
tor, to help students learn 
complex subjects, such as 
Newtonian physics, com- 
puter literacy and critical 
thinking. This system op- 
erates more like a human 
tutor than any software 
before and may soon rede- 
fine the human-computer 

interaction. 

Humans usually com- 
municate with computers 
through menus, windows 
and text. The developers of 
AutoTutor, however, want- 
ed to create a software that 
would allow a computer 
to interact with a student 
through speech and non- 
verbal cues, similar to the 
way humans interact with 
one another. The AutoTu- 
tor software allows a com- 
puter to read facial expres- 

i 


sions, eye contact, posture 
and other gestures. This 
gives the computer infor- 
mation about the mental 
state and motivation level 
of the student whom it is 
tutoring. 

Specifically, the Auto- 


land in the runner's hends, because hong 


Tutor technology works | 


by first evaluating the 
student’s current knowl- 
edge through his or her 
responses to questions. 
The software can find and 
correct misconceptions, 
as well as respond to the 
student’s own questions. 
It also responds to com- 
ments and complaints. The 
interactive tutor provides 
challenging problems that 
require collaboration be- 
tween the student and the 
computer. 

Another novel feature 
of the AutoTutor is a pro- 
gram known as the Af- 
fective AutoIutor, which 
monitors the  student’s 
nonverbal cues to identify 
his or her emotions. When 
it spots signs of boredom 
or frustration, the Autolu- 
tor can alter its teaching 
strategy to help reengage 
the student. The research- 
ers gave Affective Auto- 
Tutor its name because 
it can monitor emotions, 
which are also known as 
affective states. 

See AUTOTUTOR, Pace B8 


Long-term heart transplant survival assessed 


By MICHAEL YAMAKAWA 
Stal? Writer 


For the last 40 years, 
heart transplantation has 
been the golden standard 
therapy for patients who 
suffer from end _ stage 
heart failure, a condition 
in which the heart is un- 
able to pump the blood to 
the rest of the body suffi- 
ciently. 

A clinical study con- 
ducted by the Hopkins 
Division of Cardiac Sur- 
gery sets itself apart from 
other studies done on 
heart transplantation, as 
it observed long-term fac- 
tors that impacted survival 
rates of patients. 

The Hopkins surgical 
division conducted a 10- 
year multivariate analysis 
on post-transplantation 
patients to identify factors 
that affected the long-term 
survival rate of these pa- 
tients. Their study deter- 
mined that recipient age, 
race, ischemic time, donor 
age and the center volume 
have significant impact on 
post-operative survival. 

The patient population 
included those who under-, 
went heart transplantation 
between 1987 and 1999. 
There was a positive corre- 
lation of increased survival 
rates with later transplant 
years, an indication that 
heart transplantation con- 
ditions are gradually im- 
proving. In other words, 
those who underwent sur- 
gery in 1999 had a larger 
chance of surviving than 
those who underwent sur- 
gery in 1987. 

As other studies have 
consistently indicated, the 
donor recipient age is a 
principal factor of survival. 
As age increases, recipients 
have a larger chance for en- 
countering adverse factors, 
such as infection or other 
organ failures. A great 
number of elder patients 
experience infections due 
to the decline in their im- 
mune system. They are 
also increasingly vulner- 
able to renal failure. 

Disparities in survival 
rates have also been dem- 
onstrated between races. 
White patients _consti- 
tuted a majority of those 
who survived more than 
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Giving a limited number of hearts, doctors need to predict which patients will live longer following a transplant. 


10 years. Whether this is 
rooted in biological or so- 
cioeconomic differences is 
not clear. Further research 
is warranted. 

The necessity of me- 
chanical ventilation dur- 
ing the wait for receiving 
a donor decreased odds for 
10-year survival as well. 
Mechanical ventilation is a 
method that assists sponta- 
neous breathing. 

Frequently, patients 
with heart failure require 
mechanical ventilation to 
maintain sufficient oxygen 
supply. These patients typ- 


ically must remain in the | 


hospital for intensive care. | | 


This increases the risk for 
nosocomial infections 
infections acquired within 
the hospital setting — nu- 
tritional depletion 
generalized decondition- 
ing. 

While the recipient's 
age significantly influ- 
ences survival rates, the 
donor's age is also a major 


and | 


factor in predicting long- | 


term survival. Mostly, this 
is because organ quality 
is observed declines with 


-Drug-iree housing more eflective than detox programs 


By STEPHANIE KIM 
For The News-Letter 


Recent research at Hop- 
kins School of Medicine 
suggests that providing 
drug-free housing to opi- 
oid users upon their com- 
pletion of a detoxification 
program can significantly 
improve their chances of 
remaining abstinent after 
six months. 

For opioid dependent 
individuals seeking to be- 
come abstinent, enrolling 
in a detoxification program 
is often the first step taken. 
Here at the Hopkins Bay- 
view Medical Center, an 
organized outpatient detox 
program provides detoxi- 
fication from opiates and 
alcohol under medical su- 
pervision. This program 
also provides educational 
resources and information 
about referrals to follow-up 

programs. ~* 

However, surveys have 
shown that 65 to 80 percent 
of individuals who success- 
fully complete a detoxifica- 
tion program relapse by 
one month. Participants 
who return to their homes 
after completing a program 
may be influenced by social 
and environmental cues, 
which can trigger relapse. 

In Baltimore City, ef- 
forts to reduce the risk of 
relapse include the forma- 
tion of recovery houses, 
available to recovering pa- 
tients, as long as they pay 
rent, follow house rules 


eS 
- 


and remain drug-free. 
Michelle. Tuten and 
her colleagues at Hopkins 
School of Medicine Depart- 
ment of Psychiatry and Be- 
havioral Sciences sought to 


determine whether recov- 


ery housing contingent on 
the individual remaining 
drug-free is effective in sus- 
taining abstinence in pa- 
tients after they completed 
a detoxification program. 
In addition, they tested 
whether a day treatment 
program coupled with re- 
covery housing could im- 
prove outcomes further. — 
Their report, recently 


COURTESY OF WWWKILDUFFS.COM 
Individuals recovering from drug addictions had better outcomes when provided with drug-free housing. 


published in the journal 
Addiction, shows strong 
evidence that  provid- 
ing individuals drug-free 
recovering housing and 
counseling for six months 
following detox increased 
their chances of remaining 
abstinent. 

The researchers devel- 
oped a randomized trial, in 
which they followed opi- 
oid-dependent individuals 
who had successfully com- 
pleted a medication-assist- 
ed detoxification program 


at Hopkins Bayview Medi- 


cal Campus. They assigned 
assigned 243 participants 


to one of three experimen- 
tal groups and performed 
follow-up assessments for 
six months. 

One group was given 
information about local 
resources and_ referrals 
to receive after-care sub- 
stance treatment, which 
emulates the care that is 
currently given to those 
who complete a detoxifi- 
cation program. Another 


group was assigned to re- 


covery housing following — 


treatment completion, and 

were able to remain there 

for six months, given that 
See HOUSING, pace B8& 


Of course, ischemic time is 
another variable included 
in this study, as an increase 
in ischemic time could 


age. Older hearts are also 
more susceptible to longer 
ischemic time, which is the 
period of time when the 
heart is not supplied with 
oxygen, between its har- 
vest and transplantation. 


greatly affect donor organ 
quality. 
See HEART, pace BY 
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Eurasian rollers puke up a smelly liquid to warn their parents of predators. 


Baby birds vomit in 
response to predators 


By MELANIE HSU 
Staff’ Writer 


efits of their own survival 
against those of defending 
their nestlings. In the ani- 
mal world, parental love is 
truly conditional — virtu- 
ally every parenting deci- 
sion is made in an attempt 
to improve the individual’s 
net reproductive success. 
The algorithm is quite 
simple: when you are a 
short-lived bird, such as 
the quail, you have few 
opportunities to mate and 
produce viable offspring. 
Given the threat of many 
predators, such as hawks, 
snakes and foxes, the quails 
are more likely to prioritize 
the safety of their young 
above your own survival. 
By contrast, Eurasian roll- 
ers have a longer life span, 
so they have multiple op- 
portunities to mate and do 
not have to prioritize the 
safety of their young. 
These parenting behav- 
iors may seem heartless 
and brutal to us, but that’s 
just how the animal world 
‘works — survival of the 
fittest. When it comes to 
sex, birds are no less ambi- 
tious. The image of the mo- 
nogamous bird is mostly 
just an illusion, Most, if not 
all, songbirds would start 
an affair with a handsome 
stranger if their current 
mate is, genetically speak- 


Anyone on the Hopkins 
Emergency Response Unit 
— or at a college party, for 
that matter — has prob- 
ably seen their fair share 
of drunk kids puking their 
guts out. People vomit for 
a wide variety of reasons; 
maybe they have the flu, 
maybe the biochemistry 
test was upsetting to the 
stomach, or perhaps riding 
a roller-coaster gave their 
stomach the - flip-flops. 
While highly unpleasant, 
vomiting is actually quite 
an important adaptation. 
Ever wonder why rats take 
tiny bites all the time? 
That's because rats lack the 
ability to vomit, so they 
have to take extra care to 
not swallow any toxins. 

Surprisingly, humans 
are not the only organisms 
that unload their stomachs 
as a result of environmen- 
tal stimuli. Researchers at 
the Estacién Experimental 
de Zonas Aridas, CSIC, 
recently found that baby 
Eurasian rollers (a bird 
species) spew a smelly or- 
ange liquid when scared 
by predators, an adaptive 
signal that warns parents 
to stay away from the nest. 
At a glance, the behaviors 


of these self-sacrificing, ba- 
bies seem to be evolution- 
arily counterproductive. 
After all, isn’t survival of 
the youngsters critical to 


Not, as behavioral research 
indicates, if the birds are 
long-lived. 

According to researcher 


Deseada Parejo, parental 
birds must weigh the ben- 


perpetuating the species? 


ing, a loser. 

Known scientifically as 
Coracias garrulous, Eurasian 
rollers are beautiful birds, 
with violet and turquoise 
plumage and _ chestnut- 
brown backs. They are 
solitary outside the mat- 
ing season and prevail in 
many parts of the world, 
including Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East and Africa. 
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Drug-jree Rootup Baltimore utilizes technology for charitable cause 


housing 
lmproves 
oulcomes 


HOUSING, From B7 
they remained abstinent 
from drug use. The third 
group was also assigned 
to recovery housing but re- 
ceived reinforcement-based 
intensive out-patient treat- 
ment, which involves indi- 
vidual therapy sessions, as 


well as regularly scheduled | 


treatment activities. 
The patients underwent 
follow-up assessments after 


one, three and six months | 


following their induction 
into one of the experimen- 
tal conditions. Researchers 
found that 25.9 percent of 
patients who received ac- 
cess to both abstinence con- 
tingent recovery housing, 
as well as reinforcement 
based intensive out-patient 
treatment, remained absti- 
nent consistently through- 
out the six month period, 
whereas only 2.5 percent of 
those under the usual care 
condition did so. 12.3 per- 
cent of those who received 
housing without treatment 
remained abstinent for the 
entire six months without 
relapse, supporting 
efficacy of abstinent-con- 


tingent ‘recovery housing | 


following detoxification. 
Consistent with previous 
research, which has shown 
that longer participation in 
treatment programs results 
in more favorable outcomes, 
such as long-term absti- 
nence, this study provides 
strong support for the ef- 


ficacy of enrollment in ab- | 


stinent-contingent recovery 
housing. Opioid dependent 
individuals who are will- 
ing to consider recovery 
housing may be making a 


valuable investment in their | 


road to recovery. 


the | 


By MO-YU ZHOU 
Staff Writer 


Bootup Baltimore is a 
unique community service 
| group on campus that in- 
| tersects technology with 
charity. If you're interested 
| in technology — even if 
you don’t have much com- 
puter knowledge — and in 
reaching out to the Balti- 
more community, you may 
be interested in 
Baltimore. 
The News-Letter sat 
down with Bootup  Bal- 
timore’s Secretary and 
Publicity Manager, Daniel 
Levenson, who talked to 
us about how the group 
| works. In a nutshell, Boot- 
| up Baltimore is a com- 
puter community service 
organization that provides 
substantive tech nology-re- 
lated aid to those in need 
| in the form of computers 
and the teaching of com- 
| puter skills. It has two 
| main divisions. The first is 
| refurbishment; computers 
| are donated to the group, 
which either breaks them 
down for parts or refur- 
bishes them to make them 
| ready for re-donation to 
| other charitable organi- 
zations, churches and 
schools. 
Many of these schools 
are ones that the group co- 
ordinates with to conduct 


Bootup 


| 


lade 


14 
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velopment. As Levenson 
puts it, these are “very 
applicable skills that stu- 


‘dents in public schools 


aren’t necessarily taught,” 
adding, “It’s a really in- 
teresting program, really 
fun.” 

Levenson emphasizes 
that computer knowledge 
is not necessary for active 


teaching participa- 
sessions, tion in the 
}w hich [here willalways  sroup: “If 
| comprise Be you think 
the sec be more public you're very 
ond main computer- 
Nanas ree school students oa 
of Bootup that could use our _ it’s totally 
Baltimore. ’ not an is- 
Elementary aid, absolutely. sue.” While 
school stu- —Dan Levenson, the group 
dents are ausew cuss 
trained in BOotTuPp BALTIMORE members 
computer of all skill 
skills, such PUBLICITY MANAGER levels, he 
as word points out 
process- that “you 


ing, image editing, basic 
programming, hardware 


maintenance and web de- 


just need to have an inter- 
est. We've definitely had 
people come who haven't 


COURTESY OF WWW-BOOTUPBALTIMORE ORG 
Bootup Baltimore reuses parts of old computers to build new ones and donates them to charitable organizations. 


had computer experience, 
and they’ve loved it.” The 
group trains and _ briefs 
its teachers on what is to 
be taught, and there is a 
refurbishment coordina- 
tor who is always at refur- 
bishing sessions to show 
everyone how the process 
works. 

“It's pretty algorithmic 
to a certain level, so it’s def- 
initely not too challenging, 
but it’s pretty cool,” says 
Levenson. But, as he points 
out, “it’s a great opportuni- 
ty to crack open computers 
— we've got tons.” 

For teachers, this op- 
portunity to help and 
nurture computer skills 
in elementary school stu- 
dents is a very engaging 
one. As Levenson points 
out, “It’s not like you’re at 
the outskirts of the pro- 
cess by helping teaching. 
You're really teaching.” 
Thus, while it is easy to get 
involved in Bootup Balti- 
more’s programs, the im- 


Bacteria cells use touch to talk with one another 


Researchers found a contact-dependent communication system in uropathogenic E. coli 


By SAHDIA KHAN 
Staff Writer 


From handshakes to 
hugs, humans communi- 
cate through touching on 
a daily basis. But what if 
this communication . ex- 
tended beyond humans or 
even the animal kingdom? 
Recent studies at UC Santa 
Barbara suggest that bacte- 
ria use touch to communi- 
cate with one another and 
to perform various func- 
tions. 

Christopher Hayes, a 
UCSB associate professor 
of biology, and graduate 
students Elie Diner, Chris- 
tina Beck and Julia Webb 
recently published a study 
uropathogenic  E. 


coli (UPECT) in Genes & 


Development. UPECT is the 
bacteria responsible for 
urinary tract infections in 
humans. Their findings 
show that there is coop- 
erative link among cell sys- 
tems that were previously 
considered as competitive. 

The team’s findings il- 
lustrate that bacteria ex- 
pressing CDI, which is a 
contact-dependent growth 
inhibition system, can in- 
hibit other bacteria within 
the same system as long as 
the potentially inhibited 
target bacteria has CYsK. 
CYsK is a metabolic en- 
zyme that plays a role in 
the synthesis of cysteine, 
an amino acid. The inhi- 
bition occurs when CysK 
binds to the enzyme that 
breaks RNA6, the CDI tox- 


COURTESY OF WWWIALASM.ORG 
Uropathogenic £.co/ communicates through CDI, a contact-dependent system. 


in, and activates it. 

This discovery is in- 
credibly surpris- 
ing because cell 
systems were 
previously under- 
stood in context 
of their capacity 
to destroy other 
bacteria. Accord- 
ing to Hayes, the 
research shows 
that the CDI and 
the inhibitor cell 
must essentially 
ask for permission 
from the target 
to inhibit it. Fur- 
thermore, Hayes 
makes note of the 
complex and un- 
usual characteris- 
tics of this touch- 
ing and talking 
process. 

The team’s find- 
ings indicate that 
cells could use 
CDI as a means to 
communicate to 
achieve a common 
goal. The CysK en- 


plications for diseases, such 
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Cell to cell communication among bacteria facilitates biofilm formation. 


zyme catalyzes the bacteri- 
al communication. It acts as 
a touching signal or a pass- 
word to turn the process 
on. One of the applications 
of this communication, ac- 
cording to Hayes, is that the 
bacteria could communi- 
cate as a team to form a bio- 
film, a tool bacteria use to 
increase bacterial strength 
and chances for survival. 
Furthermore, the find- 
ings of this study could lead 
to possible discoveries for 
other bacteria. Although the 
study conducted only ap- 
plied to UPECT, the team’s 
discoveries could have im- 


as bacterial meningitis or 
even for plant-based de- 
structive bacteria. 

While the current ap- 
plications of this discov- 
ery have yet to be studied, 
according to David Low, 
co-author of the paper, the 
research could have poten- 
tially revolutionary impli- 
cations for studies on how 


bacteria communicate. 


pact of the group’s activi- 
ties is formidable. 
Levenson also stresses 
the importance of what 
Bootup Baltimore does: 
“There’s definitely very 
much a need for our ser- 
vices. There will always 


be more public school 
students that could use 
our aid, absolutely. There 
are tons of organiza- 
tions that are reaching 
out to us.” And, as extra 
incentive for elementary 
schools to participate, 
Bootup Baltimore has 
also been known to give 
them computers at the 
end of the program. 

Moreover, members of 
Bootup Baltimore become 
part of a powerful and per- 
sonal process. According 
to its mission statement, 
the organization aims to 
“both expand computer 
access in Baltimore and 
create opportunities for 
[their] participants to en- 
gage with technology in a 
personal way.” The skills 
that Bootup Baltimore fos- 
ters, which are crucial in 
the modern world, are also 
provided in tandem with 
Bootup Baltimore’s goal of 
promoting sustainability, 
as well as other valuable 
services. 

If you are interested 
in being a part of Bootup 
Baltimore’s efforts, check 
them out at bootupbalti- 
more.org, where you can 
join their mailing list and 
get in touch with their of- 
ficers. 
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Hopkins students teach local elementary school kids computer skills. 


Computer program can 


sense student boredom 


AUTOTUTOR, From B7 

AutoTutor is an Intel- 
ligent Tutoring System 
(ITS). These are computer 
systems that provide in- 
struction to students with- 
out the intervention of a 
human tutor. Some of the 
features of AutoTutor are 
that it holds a conversation 
with a student in natural 
language, which means 
that it communicates with 
the student in a manner 
very similar to the way a 
human tutor would com- 
municate. It simulates the 
teaching and motivational 
strategies of human tu- 
tors, and it can model its 
students’ cognitive states, 
meaning that it can tailor 
its interaction to each indi- 
vidual student. It also uses 
animations, images and 
simulations to keep the at- 
tention of the student. 

Affective AutoTutor is 
slightly more advanced 
than AutoTutor. It con- 
tains softare that monitors 
the facial features, body 
language and the conver- 
sations of the student to 
identify his or her emo- 
tions. When it recognizes 
frustration or boredom, it 
will work to change the stu- 
dent’s mood. It can provide 
emotions in response to'the 
student’s emotions through 
the use of its responses 
and speech intonation. The 
computer responds to the 


student through an ani- 
mated tutor that can speak 
and has rudimentary facial 
expressions and gestures. 

Other researchers have 
worked on developing an 
ITS system that can iden- 
tify and respond to human 
emotions because research 
shows that a person’s emo- 
tions are interconnected 
with how they learn. Af- 
fective AutoTutor is im- 
portant because it takes a 
unique approach; the re- 
searchers focused on de- 
veloping a computer sys- 
tem that could identify a 
larger number of emotions. 
They also used unique sen- 
sors in the system to iden- 
tify emotions. 

AutoTutor has been test- 
ed on over 1,000 students, 
and the study showed that 
usage of this program corre- 
lated with an improvement 
of approximately one letter 
grade. This improvement is 
beyond what most human 
tutors could achieve. 

The study about the 
software, “AutoTutor and 
Affective AutoTutor: Learn- 
ing by Talking with Cog- 
nitively and Emotionally 
Intelligent Computers that 
Talk Back,” authored by 
D’Mello, will be published 
in ACM Transactions on In- 
teractive Intelligent Systems, 
in a special issue about the 
most innovative technol- 
ogy of the last decade. 
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Briefs in Neuroscience 


Motivation can 
hinder goal 
achievement 


Albarracin Hepler and 
colleagues at Idaho State 
University conducted a 
study to determine the ef- 
fect of self-control on the 
success of reaching one’s 
goals. Contrary to most 
people’s beliefs, active at- 


tempts to change one’s 
behavior are actually 
counterproductive. When 


people overly control what 


they do and fight to sup- 


press their temptations, 
they are set up to make im- 
pulsive decisions, leading 
to failure. 

In one experiment, re- 
searchers primed partici- 
pants with either action 
or inaction words, such as 
“start” and “stop.” Then, 
the experimenters tested 
self-control by measuring 
the subjects’ willingness 
to choose a later larger re- 
ward over an immediate 
but smaller one. Results 
show that participants 
in the action group were 
more likely to pick the im- 
mediate rewards. 

In another experiment, 
self-control was measured 
through the subjects’ im- 


pulse control on a comput- 
er game. Results were sim- 
ilar to those of experiment 
one, supporting the theory 
that motivation to be active 
can lead to impulsive deci- 
sions, ultimately hindering 
the pursuit of one’s goals. 


Warm temp 
challenges 
cognition 


Think everyone is en- 
joying mild temperatures 
and refreshing 
Think again. Research 
shows that warmer weath- 
er negatively affects cogni- 
tion in those with multiple 
sclerosis, a neurodegenera- 
tive disease. 


breeze? 


Victoria M. Leavitt 
and colleagues at the Kes- 
sler Foundation recently 
showed in a study that pa- 
tients with multiple scle- 
rosis performed worse on 
memory and_ processing 
tasks when the tempera- 
ture is warmer. 40 partici- 
pants with the disease and 
40 without were asked to 
perform various tasks to 
assess memory and _ pro- 
cessing speeds. 

Results showed _ that 
those with multiple sclero- 
sis scored 70 percent higher 


—J 


COURTESY OF WWW. THENANOAGE.COM 
‘NeWrfindings continuously challenge established neuroscience theories. 


when the temperature was 
lower, while no correlation 
between temperature and 
cognition found in 
those without the disease. 
Of those with affected 
cognitive abilities, 50 to 60 
percent experienced think- 
ing and learning problems 
that are disabling. This in- 
formation can hopefully 
assist therapists in sched- 


was 


uling sessions that may 
involve important decision 
making. 


Established 
psych theory 


challenged 


Contrary to the common 
misconception. that the 
whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts, meaning 
that what people see holis- 
tically is more than just a 
combination of each indi- 
vidual feature, recent re- 
search suggests otherwise. 

The study used a model 
called the optimal Bayes- 
ian integrator to compare 
people’s perception of in- 
dividual features with how 
they see things, in this case 
faces, as a whole. If the 
whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts, the ways 
by which facial features 
are connected together 
should result in a score 
that is higher than the sum 
of the individual scores for 
each feature. 

Participants were tested 
on their ability to recog- 
nize either isolated facial 
features or whole faces. Re- 
sults show that the average 
performance for both con- 


ditions were similar, sug- . 


gesting that people do not 
process facial information 
differently when shown in 
combination than in parts. 
The findings offer invalu- 
able knowledge to treat 
disorders, such as prosop- 
agnosia, the inability to 
recognize faces. 


—Briefs by Alice Hung 


Think twice before popping pills 


I justify my stubborn- 
ness by telling myself that I 
am saving the world. Every 
time | turn down a round 
of antibiotics or anti-bac- 
terial soap, | feel that | am 
taking a stand. 

No one wants to play a 
part in the evolution of re- 
sistant bacterial strains, yet 
people still hit the z-packs 
anytime they have a sore 
throat. And America’s pill 
popping culture doesn’t 
stop there; it extends to an- 
tidepressants, sleep aides, 
appetite suppressants and 
painkillers. 

Drugs can help us focus, 
allow us to relax and lead 
the charge in the endless 
fight against acne. This ca- 
sual attitude toward pow- 
erful chemicals strikes me 
as a problem, but maybe 
I'm the only one who is 
freaked out by the drastic 
side effects associated with 
even the most common 
over the counter drugs. 

And what's funny is 
that I am a huge propo- 
nent of es- 
tablishment 
medicine. I 
absolutely 


Lily Newman 


COURTESY 


Pills to alleviate a mild headache or sto 


tions are irrational because 
[ never hold my friends 
and family to the same 
standard and often suggest 
that they take something 
for their pulled muscles 
or flu-like symptoms. I ne- 
gate my own 
example 
through =a 
demeanor of 


bepeve that Guest Columnist indisfetence. 
all of those This whole 
intimidating scheme is 


drugs can be lifesaving, 
but that doesn’t mean I can 
be nonchalant about taking 
them. 

This is where my will- 
fulness kind of degrades 
into pigheadedness. If I 
have a headache I should 
view taking aspirin as an 
option, but I don't. I tell 
myself that if I mask my 
pain, I won’t know if some- 
thing serious is going on. 
If I have a cold, I should 
take a decongestant, but I 
don’t. | remind myself that 
these drugs suppress im- 
mune response and that 
I will actually get better 
faster if I just get some 
sleep. 

Maybe these justifica- 
tions sound all right, but 


_ they are really just enabling 
| me to suffer as a sort of si- 
| lent and overdramatic pro- 


test. I can tell that my ac- 


clearly half-baked. 

When I analyze it objec- 
tively, though, I think my 
ideological instincts are 
right even if my attempts 
at protest are horribly mis- 
guided. Drugs are potent, 
more so now than ever. 
They will definitely do 
something, whether this 
has the intended therapeu- 
tic outcome or not. 

People think that if a 
drug is over the counter 
they are in control of it and, 
by extension, in control of 
their condition. If they are 
sick and taking care of 
themselves, they can take 
the appropriate drug to get 
better. 

But, really, they are put- 
ting the drugs in control. 
They are assuming that 
taking the drug will have 
the desired effect without 
risks. They are counting on | 


OF WWW. STEPCOUPONS.COM 
machache: to take or not to take? 


it to solve a problem with- 
out necessarily evaluating 
other ways that the prob- 


lem could be addressed. 
And this attitude can 
translate to prescription 


drugs as well. But even if a 
drug constitutes a new sci- 
entific discovery, it may not 
be a magic bullet. Or it may 
require lifestyle changes 
to work. Or taking it may 
have a physical toll. 

I worry that the scien- 
tific community, the phar- 
maceutical industry and 
even reputable media are 
all inadvertently conspir- 
ing to make drug therapy 
seem like the first choice in 
medical treatment. 

Courses like aspirin 
therapy that are touted as 
effective in multiple chan- 
nels start to seem appeal- 
ing. If enough sources say 
that a preventive measure 
is safe, people would be 
crazy not to use it. But, drug 
therapy is rarely, probably 
never, one size fits all. 

If Americans don’t 
start to gain awareness 
they could be endanger- 
ing themselves or settling 
for inadequate care. That 
is why | am taking my pill 
strike public, and I hope 
it will catch on, in a rea- 
sonably modified form of 
course. 


Study examines long- 
lerm heart 


HEART, From B7 

Another variable con- 
sidered in this multivari- 
ate study was the center 
volume, or the frequency 
of heart transplantation 
surgeries in each hospital. 
With increasing surgical 
experience and resources 
and better accommoda- 
tions for heart transplanta- 
tion patients, does hospi- 
tal care have any effect in 
long-term survival rates? 
According to data, the 
threshold value of nine 
transplantations per year 
in a hospital seems to have 
a positive impact on the 
admitted patient. 

Although this was a 
very elaborate study, there 
were limitations inherent 
to any study that examines 
such multivariate subjects, 
especially in long-term cas- 
es. Limitations include the 
effect of ventricular assist 
devices. 


COURTESY OF WWWPXLEYES.COM 
Survival rate after heart transplantations is affected by many factors. 


fi 


transplants 


Ventricular assist de- 
vices (VAD) are devices 
implanted to directly fa- 
cilitate the pumping of 
blood by the heart. Re- 
cently, VADs have been a 
very attractive option for, 
patients who are wait- 
ing to be matched with 
a donor, which may take 
months. Other variables 
include the preservation 
methods 


hearts. 
This study examined 
patients who received 


heart transplantations be- 
tween 1987 and 1999. Since 
then, surgical technolo- 
gies and techniques: have 
improved significantly, as 
well as our understand- 
ing of improving quality 
of life for patients. These 
are variables that can be 
included in future studies 
that investigate long-term 
post-transplantation — sur- 
vival rates. 


of the donor | 


| 


bird vomit sends warning to improve survival 


BIRDS, From B7 

In an attempt to better 
understand their unique 
vomiting adaptation, the 
researchers recruited roll- 
ers from nests in breed- 
ing boxes in southeast- 
ern Spain. The subjects, 
15 nests of baby birds no 
older than 10 days old, 
were observed for half a 
day. Then, the research- 
ers applied either baby 
bird vomit or lemon scent 
to the bird nests and con- 
tinued their observation 
for another 100 minutes. 


| A researcher under the 


single-blind condition 
counted how quickly and 
often parents returned to 
the nest boxes. 

As you might expect, 
vomit-coated birds do 
not make a tasty snack, 
and predators and bird 
parents alike are not 
very willing to get near 
the odorous hatchlings. 
When vomit was applied 
to the nests, the parents 
delayed their visit to the 
nest for about 27 minutes 
and skipped two regular 
feeding visits during the 
first 20 minutes of obser- 
vation. It took almost 100 
minutes for the birds to 
fully conquer their “vom- 
it-smell” fear. Conversely, 
the lemon scent caused 
the opposite effect, in- 
creasing the frequency of 
nest visits. 

For the rollers, bird 
vomit signals fear and 
alerts the parents of a dis- 
turbance at the nest. To us, 
this would be equivalent to 
seeing our apartment door 
open when we come home 
from class, suggesting that 
a stranger has been in our 
house. According to Parejo, 
birds use olfactory cues 
in several biologically rel- 
evant contexts, including 


orientation, navigation, 
prey detection and recog- 
nition of conspecifics. As 
rollers tend to dwellin dark 
places, they may be more 
likely than other birds to 


utilize scented cues. 


The researchers must 
have had a hard time 
working with the birds 
because they vomit when 
handled by humans, a 
sign that vomiting may 
also have a_ defensive 
function. Interestingly, 
Eurasian rollers are not 
the only birds who regur- 
gitate their lunches under 
pressure. Study leader 
Parejo says that the phe- 
nomenon is not common 


oy 


: COURTESY OF WWWFOCUSONNATURE.COM 
Studies show that some birds use vomit to warn their parents against intruders, improving evolutionary fitness. 


in birds, but the adult 
Northern Fulmars, Ful- 
marus glacialis, has been 
known to use its diges- 
tive enzymes against in- 
truders. The behavior is 
actually more common in 
other animals — many ar- 


thropods lose their lunch- 


es when disturbed. 

Even in humans, vomit 
has its use as a defensive 
mechanism. Scientists 
believe that incredibly 
nauseating phenomenon 
of chain-vomiting is an 
evolved trait in primates. 
The reason behind this is 
quite clear: if a member in 
your early human hunt- 
ing party consumes a toxic 


animal or plant, it would 


‘do well for other party, 
members to not befall the 
same fate. While the un- 
fortunate taster may not 
live to pass on his or her 
genes, the people around 
him or her get the benefit 
of blacklisting whatever 
morsel that person swal- 
lowed. 

Just because vomiting 
is useful, though, does not 
mean that it is particularly 
pleasant. According to an 
online survey conducted 
by the University of Sal- 
ford’s Acoustic Research 
Centre, most people find 
the sound of vomiting “the 
most disgusting.” 


B10 


THe JouNs Hopkins News-Lerrer 


MARCH 15, 2012 


By RYAN KAHN 
Hip Hop Editor 


Why live more than a 
mile high when you can 
live less than a mile from 
the beach. 


less than a week as he has 
stated — teams are start- 
ing to drop out of the race 
while the Dolphins have 
held their position from 
the beginning. The Jets re- 
cently locked down Mark 


~ COURTESY OF THEPENALTYFLAGBLOG.COM 


SPORTS 


To Peyton Manning: From Miami with love 


Dolphin fan hopes the Fish can lure #18 to South Beach 


an arm and a leg, three 
first round picks along 
with a second round pick 
(which some argue may be 
worse), to acquire Robert 
Griffin II. 

So now it looks like it’s 


Be ce ees 


The Dolphins are considered one of many potential suitors for the 11 time Pro Bowl quarterback. 


As the clock is ticking 
on Peyton’s decision to 
pick his next team to play 
for — which should take 


Sanchez for three years, 
even to the dismay of their 
own fan base. The Red- 
skins just traded the Rams 


Men's Tennis upends 
#5 NC Wesleyan, 6-3 


By JARED FRYMAN 
Staff Writer 


The 13th ranked Hop- 
kins men’s tennis team 
took on their most daunt- 
ing opponent of the young 
Spring season this past 
Sunday. Fifth ranked 
North Carolina Wesleyan 
College traveled to Home- 
wood campus to challenge 
the Blue Jays, only to be 
defeated 6-3, becoming the 
highest ranked opponent 
Hopkins has ever beaten. 
NC Wesleyan took advan- 
tage of a timid Hopkins 
team, jumping out to an ear- 
ly 3-0 lead by sweeping the 
doubles matches. Hopkins 
freshman Erik Lim and 
junior Jeffrey Kamei took 
a loss at second doubles, 
while senior, Jacob Barn- 
aby and freshman Noah 
Joachim were downed at 
first doubles. Freshman 
Tanner Brown and senior 
Warren Elgort allowed NC 
Wesleyan to sweep doubles 
with a loss at third. 

From there the Blue Jays 
began to bounce back, re- 
gaining composure and 
stepping up the level of in- 
tensity. Lim started what 
would be a bolstering Hop- 
kins comeback at sixth sin- 
gles, as he defeated Clayton 
Sonn of NC Wesleyan 6-1, 
6-1. Elgort went on to win at 
fifth singles 6-2, 6-1, and the 
Blue Jays saw some life. 

Freshman Jensen Reiter 
stepped up and delivered 
a win to tie the match at 
3-3, beating NC Wesleyan’s 
Fred Lemongo 7-6, 6-2 at 


fourth singles. 

At this point the mo- 
mentum had begun to 
shift; an early advantage 
had slipped away from 
the fifth ranked Battling 
Bishops. Unfamiliar with 
playing in a tie, NC Wes- 
leyan was cléarly unpre- 
pared for the situation at 
hand. Having dominated 
in the previous 3 matches 
9-0, and winning all five 
matches on the short sea- 


handle the pressure. 


On the other side of the | 


spectrum, Hopkins was 


prepared for a hard fought | 


battle. Another freshman 
decided to bring his A- 
game to the court, Hop- 
kins’ Ben Hwang battled 
from behind and eventu- 
ally won third singles 2-6, 
6-4, 6-1 to put the Blue Jays 


on top 4-3. Junior Andy 


Hersh went on to clinch the 
match for the Blue Jays, 6-1, 
3-6, 7-5 at first singles. 

The unimaginable 
comeback was an impres- 
sive feat for the powerful 
Blue Jays, but there are 
many more tests in the 
coming weeks for Hopkins 
to establish itself as a top 
tennis team in the country. 

The Blue Jays travel 
to Claremont, California 
for the Stag Hen Invita- 
tional this coming week- 
end. Hopkins will take on 
fourth ranked Claremont- 
Mudd-Scripps and __at- 
tempt to improve on their 
2-1 record and earn anoth- 
er quality win. 


FILE PHOTO 


going to be a showdown 
between Miami, Arizona 
and Denver, and from the 
looks of it, things are look- 
ing brighter for the Sun- 
shine State. However, the 
tables are probably shifting 


| as I write this article. 


Although Peyton met 
with the Broncos front of- 
fice this past Friday, he 
flew directly to his second 
home in Miami right after 
being released earlier in 
the week. 

Phins’ owner, Stephen 
Ross, is currently drooling 
more just thinking about 
Peyton. than when he sits 
behind Jennifer Lopez — a 
part owner in the Dolphins 
— in the press box. Also, 
Peyton is known to be 
great friends with all-time 
Dolphins legend, #13, Dan 
Marino. 13 is a meaningful 
number to Dolphin fans. 


| Not only does it represent 
son, NC Wesleyan was fac- | 
ing adversity and could not | 


our bragging rights in Dan 
Marino — with our only 


| other source of pride being 


| 


the ‘72 undefeated season 
— but also marks a 13 year 
hiatus from acquiring any- 
thing resembling a fran- 
chise-type quarterback. 
Over the past 13 years, 


Dolphins fans have shoul- | 


dered the burden of watch- 
ing 16 different starting 
QB’s try-out in a sense, and 
watched each fail miser- 
ably: Huard, Fiedler, Lucas, 
Griese, Feeley, Rosenfels, 
Ferotte, Harrington, Cul- 
pepper, Lemon, Green, 
Beck, Pennington, Henne, 
Thigpen, Moore. Basically, 


if the Dolphins can’t land | 


Manning, their choices for 
starting OB will be compa- 


rably worse than the GOP | | 


pool of candidates.So here 
goes nothing, a ballad to 
Peyton Manning from a 
hopeful Miami Dolphins 


fan: 
Hey Peyton, 


If you are reading this, 
than it may not be too late. 
Please come to Miami; it’s 
warm and it’s fun. 
Smith didn’t describe it as, 
“The city that keeps the 
roof blazing” for nothing. 


Will | 


nine to lead Lady Jays 


Who will appreciate 
you more than a fan base 
that has been through | 


years of disappointment? | 


Denver has Tebowma- 
nia; they have their fun. 
Arizona made the Super 
Bowl a couple of years 


ago. The most Miami has | 
had. to celebrate in a long | 


time was our win over the | 
Packers in 2010 in the fifth | 


game of the season. That’s 


it! That’s all I can think of | 


that has went in our favor 
recently. 


Please Peyton! 


We | 


need you. We need you | 


like Mark Sanchez needs 
a mid-game hotdog. We 


need you like the Patri- | 


ots need a video camera 
on the opposing coaching 
staff (they have yet’to win 
a Super Bowl since Spy- 
Gate, you know). 

You'll have Reggie 
Bush, you'll have a solid 
defense, and you'll have 
the best left-side blocker 
in the league, Jake Long. 
Come on Peyton, we need 
you! I’m 


come to Miami and win us 
a Super Bowl. 
Your soon-to-be biggest fan, 


—Ryan 


ete cm aes 
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Sophomore midfielder Sammy Cermack scored four goals in four shots. 


Sophomores score 


By MIKE KANEN 
Sports Editor 


Hopkins lady lacrosse 
posted its second consecu- 
tive victory over a top-25 
ranked team on Wednes- 
day night when the Jays 
powered past 15th-ranked 
Georgetown, 16-12, in 
Washington, D.C. The Blue 
Jays improved to 5-2 on the 
year, while Georgetown, 
who had previously played 
two top-five opponents, 
slipped to 2-3. 

Before Wednesday, the 
Lady Jays had last played 


| a week prior, taking down 


not sure how | 
much more rejection Dol- | 
phin fans can take. Please | 


19th-ranked Towson in a 
defensive stalemate, 5-4, 
and carried their mo- 
mentum for seven days 
into their contest with the 
Hoyas. | 
' Against Georgetown, 
Hopkins dominated the 
first-half, “going into the 
locker room with a 10-4 


| advantage. The Blue Jays 


scored the game’s first 
four goals, all from dif- 
ferent sticks. Sophomore 
midfielder Taylor D‘Amore 
started the onslaught, one 
| of five goals the Canandai- 
gua, N.Y. native notched on 
the night. 


Also scoring early and 
| often for Hopkins was ju- 


nior midfielder Courtney 
Schweizer, who collected 
the second goal of the 
game and a hat trick when 
all was said and done. 
Sophomore midfidler Sam- 
my Cermack also added a 
goal early on, as did senior 
attackman Rachel Balla- 
tori. Cermack netted four 
scores on four shots in the 
match, while Ballatori had 
two goals on two shots and 
two assists. 

The Jays continued their 
stellar play throughout most 
of the game, leading by as 
much as seven goals with 
seven minutes to play before 
the Hoyas slowly crept back 
into the conversation. De- 
spite three goals in the final 
three and a half minutes of 
play for Georgetown, it was 
too little too late. 

Senior midfielder Can- 
dace Rossi led“Hopkins in 
assists with three shares. 
Also contributing for the 
Jays was freshman goalie 
KC Emerson, who added 
13 saves in 60 minutes of 
action. 

Hopkins returns to 
action this weekend at 
Homewood Field to take 
on the Crimson of Harvard 
in search of their third 
straight win. The game is 
slated for Saturday at noon. 


Eckstein, Glarke lead Hopkins Track and Field 


By NICOLE PASSMORE 
Staff Writer 


Two members of the 
Hopkins women’s indoor 
track and field team, soph- 
omore Holly Clarke and 
freshman Hannah _ Eck- 
stein traveled to Grinnell 
College in Grinnell, lowa 
this weekend to compete 
in the NCAA Indoor Track 
and Field Championships. 
Both women were selected 
to run in the 5,000 meter 
event last Saturday night. 
Eckstein finished fifth and 
earned All-American hon- 
ors with a time of 17:18.72. 
Clarke placed eleventh 
with a time of 17:50.05. 

Prior to the race, Eck- 
stein was ranked third in 
the country and Clarke 
was ranked twelfth. 

Clarke had qualified 
just this past weekend 
in’an exciting win at the 
ECAC Regional Champi- 
onships. The sophomore 
won the race with a time 
of 17:15.06, a personal best 
by 37 seconds. She was 
ranked tenth in the ECAC 
field prior to taking the 
event by storm a week ago. 

“Tt is an amazing ex- 
perience to be able to race 
alongside your teammate 
and the other top girls in 


the country,” said Clarke. 


“1 was hoping to make All- 
American honors, but my 
race did not go as well as 
I had hoped. We went out 
pretty slow in the first mile 
then two of the Wartburg 
girls started hammering 


two girls from Wartburg] 
ended up going one and 
two in the race. Hannah 
represented Hopkins well. 
. Hopefully she and I will 
be able to come back even 
stronger in the 10k and 5k 
at Outdoor Nationals in 
California!” 

The NCAA Champion- 
ships marks the conclusion 
of a prolific indoor track 
and field season. The wom- 
en’s team won the Centen- 
nial Conference Champi- 
onships while the men’s 
team placed second. In ad- 
dition, Head Coach Bobby 
Van Allen was named Mid- 
east Region US Track and 


Field Coach of the Year for 
the women’s side by the US 
Track and Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Associa- 
tion (USTFCCA) after lead- 
ing Hopkins to a 25th place 
national ranking in the 
USTFCCA Poll. 

Despite the success 
achieved in the winter, the 
men’s and women’s teams 
have already gone back to 
work as the spring outdoor 
track and field season gets 
underway very soon. Both 
teams will compete in mul- 
tiple meets during March 
and April, beginning on 
Mar. 30th with the Raleigh 
Relays. 
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Women’s 5000 Meter 
Run, 2012 NCAA Cham- 
pionships, 

Indoor Track and Field 


Po. Name (School) 


1. Sigmund 
(Wartburg) 


2. Enabnit (Wartburg) 


3. Campbell 
(Dickinson) 


4. Steinbrunne (Ohio 
Northern) 


5. Eckstein (Hopkins) - 
Time-- 17:18.72 


6.Cheadle 
(Washington) 


7.Childs-Walk 
(Carleton) 
8. Dalton (Cortland 
Sear A 


the last two miles. [The Freshman Hannah Eckstein earned All-America honors this weekend. 


a 6-3 victory. 


The Blue Jays swept the singles contests to capture 
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eer DAN LITWIN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Junior midfielder Lee Coppersmith scored one goal against UMBC. 


Second-ranked Blue 
Jays improve to 6-0 


LACROSSE, From B12 
score at one apiece with 
8:27 left in the first 15. 

Exactly three minutes 
later sophomore Rob Guida 
would get in on the action 
by scooping up a ground 
ball and sprinting 40 yards 
downfield, splitting the 
defense and netting a goal 
from five yards out to put 

the Jays up for good, 2-1. 

Despite their lead, Hop- 
kins played somewhat 
sloppily in the early going, 
committing three penalties 
to UMBC’s zero in the first 

17 minutes of the game. 

Late in the first half, UMBC 

‘wou 3-on-1 

opportunity but would get 

a chance to redeem them- 

selves when a questionable 

“illegal hit to the head” 

call was enforced against 

Hopkins. The call would 

give the Retrievers extra- 

man strength, a situation 
they would capitalize on to 
close the gap to 3-2. 

Hopkins would then 
start a scoring spree and 
never look back, with their 
next goal coming at the 6:39 
mark on a beautiful, 30- 
yard cross-field assist from 
Benn to Palmer who shot it 
in from the right side of the 
crease to make it 4-2. 

Palmer would then 

notch his second assist of 
the day, feeding it to ju- 
nior Lee Coppersmith, 
who would find the back 
of the net to make the score 
5-2. A Ranagan unassisted 
goal with just under two 
minutes to play would 
cap the first half scoring, 
as Hopkins would go into 
halftime with a four-point 
margin over UMBC. 

The majority of the third 
quarter would be a defen- 
sive stalemate between 
these two teams, with the 
Jays being unable to capi- 
talize on an _ extra-man 
advantage off of UMBC’s 
first penalty of the game 
midway through the quar- 
ter. They would get a sec- 
ond chance, however, and 
would make the most of it 
this time, with senior John 
Kaestner receiving a pass 
from Palmer and rocketing 
one home on extra-man 
strength with 3:29 left in 
the third. 

Just 21 seconds of 
game time later, Kaest- 
ner would find Benn at 
the top of the key on a 
five yard assist, and Benn 
would score another, 
making the score 8-2. 
In one of the highlights 
of the game, a dropped 
save by Retrievers goalie 

Adam Cohen would give 
Palmer the opportunity to 
dive in from the top of the 
‘crease and scoop the ball 
into the goal in one mo- 


tion to extend the lead to 
seven goals. 

Another Palmer to 
Benn combo would net 
the Jays their tenth score 
of the game, capping a tor- 
rid four-goal run in a 1:21 
span. 

UMBC would break 
it’s scoreless streak as the 
fourth quarter began, net- 
ting its first goal in the 
second half with 14:26 
remaining in the game. 


Amazingly, the score was | 


the first even-strength goal 
the Jays’ defense had given 
up in 116 minutes and 37 
seconds of game time. 
__ Hopkins and UMBC 
would trade scores from 
then on, with UMBC scor- 
ing three and senior Mark 
Goodrich 
tallying two more scores 
to make the final score 12- 
5. After the game, coach 
Pietramala would laud his 
teams three-quarter per- 
formance, telling the me- 
dia, “I'm glad we didn’t 
allow what could have 
happened to happen. . .I’m 
glad we could play well 
with a lead.” 

Although his team held 
a comfortable lead for most 
of the game, Pietramala did 
express disappointment in 
the team’s fourth quarter 
performance where the 
Blue Jays were out-scored 
3-2 by the Retrievers. 

Pietramala would later 
recognize the potent com- 
bo of attackers Palmer and 
Benn, saying, “We got two 
guys we think are pretty 
good. . .they’ve started to 
develop some really nice 
chemistry, they seem to 
really enjoy playing with 
each other.” 


Upon learning of Palm- 


er’s career-high 8-point 
performance, Pietramala 
looked over to Palmer with 
an impressed look on his 
face, saying “That's pretty 
good,” to which Palmer 
would respond, “Our of- 
fense was playing well, get- 
ting to the right spots, I was 
just lucky enough to be in 
the right spot a few times.” 

Pietramala’ would ad- 
dress upcoming opponent 
Syracuse, acknowledg- 
ing the difficulty the Jays 
would face in beating the 
sixth-ranked Orange. Last 
season’s match-up against 
Syracuse ended in a thrill- 
ing 4-5 double-overtime 
loss for the Jays. This sea- 
son’s game will undoubt- 
edly be a challenging test 
for Hopkins. Knowing 
that, Pietramala expressed 
gratitude that the team 
would have their first full 
week of practice in a while. 
The Jays face off against 
the Orange at 4 pm on Sat- 
urday at Homewood Field. 


and Ranagan | 
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SPORTS 


By RYAN KAHN 
Hip-Hop Editor 


It is no surprise to fans 
and opponents 
alike that the 
Hopkins men’s 
lacrosse team 
is off. to a great 
start. With a 
huge win over 
UMBC this past 
weekend in the 


annual Konica- 
Minolta Face- 
Off: “Classic? «at 


M&T Bank Sta- 
dium, 12-5, the 
Blue Jays further 
displayed _ their 
dominance in 


Bll 


ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


ZACH PA 


that The News-Letter has se- 
lected Palmer as their Ath- 
lete of the Week. 

Palmer, a stocky five- 


VITAL 


SLATIS.EICS 


Name: Zach Palmer 

Year: Junior 

Hometown: Oshawa, ON 

High School: The Hill Academy 
Position: Attack 


Major: Psychology 

Minor: Business 

Accomplishments: 
eight points in the Konica Minolta 


Palmer's 


lead to 4-2. 


through 
defense to find Lee Cop- 


LMER 


sist of the game. So all in 
all, Palmer finished with 
five assists and three goals 
for eight total points. On 
the season, this puts Palm- 
er at 10 goals, 15 assists and 
25 points. 

Palmer's early 2012 suc- 
cess'comes on the heels of 
an impressive sophomore 
season, in which Palmer led 
Hopkins'with 25 assists and 
was second on the team in 
points with 47, trailing only 
senior attackman Chris Bo- 
land who is currently out 
with a collarbone injury. It 
is numbers like these (and 
many other sizable statis- 
tics from teammates) that 
have the Blue Jays off to 


Palmer weaved 
the Retriever 


Later, 


persmith, a junior mid- 
fielder from Boca Raton, 
FL, for the Blue Jays’ fifth 
goal of the game. 

Relative to earlier 
in the game, the third 
quarter started off rather 
quietly for Palmer and 
the Blue Jay offense. But 
that changed nearly nine 
minutes in when Palmer 
once again led a Blue Jay 
to the net, this time find- 
ing junior attackman 
John Kaestner. 

Just under a minute 
later, Palmer decided to 


the Division I Face-Off Classic were a career 
lacrosse pen high. He now leads the team and is 
ocd fo ed, | eighth in the nation with 25 points 
The second- on the year. 

ranked Jays kept 

pace with the 


top-ranked Cavaliers of 
Virginia, who won early in 
the Classic against Cornell, 
9-8. 

Zach Palmer, a junior 
attackman from Oshawa, 
Ontario stepped his game 
up on the big stage of the 
Baltimore Ravens’ home 
turf and ESPN3.com. The 
Hill Academy graduate 
is having a stellar season 
and was relentless in Sat- 
urday’s victory. Palmer’s 
career-high eight points 
helped the Blue Jays in 
their lob-sided win over 
the Retrievers. It is for his 
great play in the match, in 
addition to his already suc- 
cessful season and career, 


foot-eight and 168 pounds, 
scored the first goal of the 
game — putting the score 
at 1-0 — just about five 
minutes into the game with 
a great assist from Brandon 
Benn, a sophomore and fel- 
low Canadian attackman 
from Orangeville, Ontario. 

To begin the second 
quarter, the Canadians 
roles were reversed. This 
time, it was Palmer with 
the well placed assist to 
Benn, putting the Blue 
Jays up by two, 3-1. As 
if the two were connect- 
ing on a different level at 
this point, Benn assisted 
Palmer nearly six min- 
utes later, pushing the 


take one for himself and 
score unassisted, nearly 
putting the game out of 
reach with 
a 9-2 lead #4 
in favor of |” 
the Blue 7 
Jays. Ten sec- 
onds after 
the unas- | 
sisted goal, | 
Palmer once 
again con- 
nected with 
Benn for an 
assist. 
Shortly 7 
into the ag 
fourth quar- 
ter, Palmer 
helped his 
fourth team- 
mate of the 
game, senior 
midfielder 
Mark Go- 
odrich, with 
his fifth as- Junior Zach Palmer 


such a great start. 


Palmer was unavailable 


to comment. 


DAN IEL LITWIN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
had eight points against UMBC. 


Baseball drops three before spring break in Arizona 


To begin conierence play March 27 against Dickinson 


By JEFF SCHILL 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins Blue Jay 
baseball team looked to 
take their victory over York 
last Wednesday into the 
weekend and beginning 
half of this week in order 
to gain some momentum 
before their annual spring 
break trip to Arizona. 


However, the past three 
games did not end exact- 
ly how the Blue Jays had 


eight strikeouts through 
seven innings while only 
yielding one run. The six- 
foot-six,. 205-pounder felt 
strong after his outing. 

“I felt like I pitched re- 
ally well, but late in the 
game the ball bounced 
Stevenson’s way,” he said. 
“We got really unlucky 
with the rest of the game, 
but knowing our team, we 
will bounce back.” 

Once Eliopolous exited 
the game in the eighth in- 


ond time this season that 
Hopkins had tied a team 
this season. 

The Blue Jays then re- 
turned to the field in the 
Nation’s capital, taking 
on the Catholic Cardinals. 
Once again, the Blue Jays 
jumped out to an early lead 
with junior catcher Ryan 
Zakszeski launching his 
first home run of the sea- 
son to bring around two 
runs. The Cardinals then 
cut the lead in half, scor- 
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The Blue Jays will play 10 games in nine days against stiff competition while in Phoenix, Arizona for break. 


planned. 

On Friday, the Jays took 
on the Mustangs of Steven- 
son. Hopkins jumped out 
to an early lead in the first 
inning behind junior first 
baseman Jeff Lynch. Se- 
nior catcher and co-captain 
Aaron Borenstein reached 
base, and Lynch drove him 
home with a double in the 
left-center field gap. - 

In the second inning, 
the Jays brought in two 
more runs off of a couple of 
hits and walks. At the end 
of the second inning, the 
Blue Jays were up 3-0 on 
the Mustangs. , 

Senior right-hander and 
co-captain Alex Eliopo- 
lous-was on the hill for the 
Blue Jays. Eliopolous was 
dominant throughout the 
game, leaving the Mustang 
hitters guessing on every 
pitch. The Mustangs did 
not cross home until the 
seventh inning. 

Eliopolous finished with 


ning, the Mustangs saw 
their chance to come back 
and used the pitching 
change to their advantage. 
The Mustangs led off the 
inning with a home run on 
Eliopolous’ final pitch of 
the game, and they did not 
stop there. Stevenson put 
up three more runs in the 
inning to take a 5-3 lead af- 
ter the eighth inning. 

The Blue Jays then re- 
took the lead in the ninth 
once again behind the bat 
of Lynch. Lynch finished 
the day two-for-three with 
three RBIs. Going into the 
bottom half of the inning, 
the Blue Jays were up one 
run, and it looked like they 
were going to close out the 
victory. However, the Mus- 
tangs had other plans. 

Stevenson  manufac- 
tured a run in the ninth 
and tied the game. The 
game would end_ there 
due to darkness. Oddly 
enough, this was the sec- 


ing one run in the second 
inning. 

The Blue Jays responded 
by scoring two more runs 
in the third. Hopkins put 
together three straight sin- 
gles courtesy of junior mid- 
dle-infielders Kyle Nev- 
erman and Mike Kanen, 
followed by a knock from 
Borenstein. The Blue Jays 
had two runners cross 
home plate in the inning 
and left the top half of the 
inning leading 4-1. 

Sophomore right-hand- 
ed pitcher Tyler Goldstein. 
made his first career start 
for the Blue Jays and had 
solid stuff. Goldstein was 


throwing with good veloc- 


ity and off-speed pitches, 
but, the second time around 
the line-up, Catholic started 
piling on hits. The Cardi- 
nals entered the game with 
a solid lineup — averaging 
nearly six runs per game — 
and this day was no excep- 
tion. The Cardinals put up 


five runs in the third inning 
on six hits to take a 6-4 lead. 

Each team tacked on 
one more run on the day, 
but, ultimately, the Car- 
dinals left the field with a 
hard-fought victory, 7-6. 

The Blue Jays then trav- 
eled to Ashland, Virginia 
to face Randolph-Macon on 
Tuesday to complete their 
four-game road trip. For the 
third game ina row, the Blue 
Jays started with runs. The 
Blue Jays struck first with a 
double from Kanen, driving 
in Neverman. The Blue Jays 
then racked up four more 
runs and posted five runs 
total in the first inning. 

Senior right-hander and 
co-captain Sam Eagleson 
was on the mound for the 
Blue Jays and was lights 
out for the first few in- 
nings. After two innings, 
Eagleson had struck out 
five batters. 

‘The Yellow Jackets re- 
sponded in the next few in- 
nings, however, stringing a 
few hits together to cut the 
Hopkins to one, 5-4. 

In the top of the fifth, se- 
nior designated hitter J.R. 
Santaniello belted a deep 
home run to. extend the 
Blue Jays’ lead to 6-4. How- 
ever, the two run lead was 
not enough for Hopkins. 
Randolph-Macon respond- 
ed with nine runs on seven 
hits in the bottom half of 
the frame and cruised to 
victory from then on, 15-8. 

Despite the back-to-back 
losses, the Blue Jays know 
they can bounce back and 
quickly become a dominant 
force during their Arizona 
spring break trip. Hopkins 
has been jumping out to 
quick leads, but unlucky 
breaks have crippled them 
in the later innings. The 
Blue Jays leave for Arizona 

this coming Thursday and 

play ten games in Tempe, in- 
cluding games at the spring 
training complexes of the 

Chicago Cubs and Cincin- 

nati Reds. Their first game 

will be on Friday against 

Springfield at 11 a.m. MT. 

Once the Blue Jays re- 
turn, they will begin Cen- 
tennial Conference play 
against Dickinson on Tues- 
day, Mar. 27th. 
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CALENDAR 
SATURDAY 
W. Lacrosse vs. Harvard, 12 PM 
M. Lacrosse vs. Syracuse, 4 PM 
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Dip You 
Know? 


Freshman Paul Bewak and 
senior Reid Mosquera became 
just the second and third wres- 

tlers to be named All-Amer- 
icans in Hopkins wrestling 
history this past weekend. 


TUESDAY 
W. Tennis vs Tufts, 12 PM 


WEDNESDAY 
W. Tennis vs. Dickinson, 4 PM 


Men’s Lax dominate — 


UMBC at M&T Bank 


By KEVIN JOYCE 
Staff Writer 


The 
Hopkins 


men’s 


season dominance 


Minolta Face-Off 


junior Zach Palmer and 
sophomore Brandon Benn. 
Palmer would score a ca- 
reer high eight points and 
Benn would chip in with 
a hat trick of his own and 
two assists. 

The Jays and Retrievers 
started off neck and neck 


second-ranked 
lacrosse 
team continued its regular 
with 
a convincing 12-5 victory 
over the UMBC Retriev- 
ers this past Saturday af- 
ternoon. The Jays made 
the four-mile trek to M&T 
Bank Stadium to play in 
the sixth annual Konica 
Clas- 
sic, in front of a crowd of 
17,138. Hopkins remained 
perfect on the season, im- 
proving their record to 6-0 
behind the stellar play of 


for much of the first half, 
with Hopkins maintain- 
ing only a 3-2 lead midway 
through the second quar- 
ter. But Hopkins would rat- 
tle off three straight goals 
to finish the half and seven 
consecutive unanswered 
scores in total through the 
third quarter to put UMBC 
away for good and secure 
the team’s sixth win of the 
season. 

The Jays drew first 
blood four and a half min- 
utes into the first quarter, 
with an open Zach Palmer 
on the crease taking an as- 
sist from Benn and cashing 
in to give the Jays the 1-0 
advantage in the early go- 
ing. 
UMBC would not back 
down, however, respond- 
ing with an extra man goal 
off of a pushing penalty 
by junior midfielder John 
Ranagan to even up the 

SEE LACROSSE, Pace B11 


Lady Jays net top-25 win against Hoyas — 


FILE PHOTO 


Sophomore midfielder Taylor D'Amore upped her season goal total to 19 on Wednesday night against Georgetown, tops amongst the 
Lady Jays. D'Amore notched five scores for Hopkins, one of three hat tricks in the 16-12 win. The Jays improved to 5-2 heading into 


their match-up with Harvard this weekend at Homewood Field. For full coverage, please see Page B10. 


Jays complete most successtul season in history Fencing ends year al 
Mid-Atlantic Regional 


By SAM GLASSMAN 
Sports Editor 


Following their success 
at the Centennial Confer- 
ence championships, Hop- 
kins wrestling continued 
to impress. Freshman Paul 
Bewak and junior Reid 
Mosquera finished sev- 


enth and eighth, respec- _ 


tively, at the 2012 NCAA 
Division III Wrestling 
Championships this past 
weekend in La Crosse, 
WL. This brought the pro- 
gram’s best season to an 
end at 27th place nation- 
ally with 13.0 points. 

According to the NCAA 

rules, the top eight compe- 
tition finishers receive All- 
America honors, so both 
Bewak and Mosquera knew 
of their All-American sta- 
tuses before their consola- 
tion quarterfinal matches. 

For Mosquera, though, 
the successful end was the 
result @ a long, frustrating 
season. 

“T had a lot of small in- 
juries that were just big - 
enough to keep me off the 
mat,” said Mosquera, re- 
ferring to a sprained MCL 
and bruised ribs that pre- 


vented him from compet- 
ing for a stretch of time. “It 
really hurt [my attempts at] 
weight management,” he 
added, which is vital for 
any competitive wrestler. 
Bewak alluded to this, 
saying that Mosquera was 
“injured for 75 percent of 


the season. . .{and he] went 
through more than anyone 
else on the team. [Still, he 
is] one of the best wrestlers 
I've been able to wrestle 
with.” 

This is emblematic of a 
team that “never had a full 
lineup” because of injuries, 
according to Bewak. 


“In the end it worked 
out for us, though,” Bewak 
continued. “And when we 
did end up winning con- 
ferences, it was awesome.” 

The end of the season 
marked a turnaround for 
the team in general and 
Mosquera, in particular, 


FILE PHOTO 
Wrestling finished the year at the NCAA Championships in La Crosse, WI. 


who started a two-week 
regimen of intensive 
training leading up to the 
NCAA tournament. In the 
end, the training paid off, 
keeping him healthy and 
competitive enough to se- 
cure a historic finish. 
Despite the  frustra- 
tions, Mosquera seemed 


optimistic overall. “The 
ending says we have a lot 
of potential. . .the injury 
aspect is always a concern 
and always will be.” 
Bewak seemed 
agree, saying that 
team should “keep doing 
what we’ve been doing,” 
and that, besides the inju- 
ries, everything seems to 
be “working well so far.” 
Besides these few obser- 
vations, though, both All- 
Americans seem to have 
alfsready moved on from 
their accomplishments. 
Bewak has formed a 
simple plan for next year. 
“Vl do] everything 
harder “and hopefully 


to 


the | 


By SCOTT BARRETT 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins men’s and 
women’s fencing teams 
have each had very im- 
pressive seasons thus far, 
both earning spots in last 
Saturday’s NCAA Mid- 
Atlantic Regional at Lafay- 
ette College. The regional 


| marked the end of the 


2011-2012 season for both 


| the men’s and women’s 
| squads, despite the valiant 


have a better tournament | 


next time,” he said. As a 
freshman, 
five, 125-pounder  per- 
formed incredibly and 
will look to improve and 


garner All-America hon- | 
ors again next year. Mos- | 


quera will be a senior, 
and the team will also be 
returning five other con- 
ference champions. 

The most _ successful 
team in program history 


will be back next year for | 


another fantastic season. 


effort made by both teams. 
Beginning with the 


| men’s side, the Blue Jays 


the five-foot- | 


13th-ranked 


Men's Tennis: 
Jays pull off upset 


Athlete of the Week: 
Zach Palmer 


Manning: 
A plea for a legend 


mo—-n12a= 


Hopkins 
dug itself a 3-0 hole against 
fifth-ranked North Caro- 
lina Wesleyan on Sunday 


afternoon, only to sweep: 


all six singles matches and 


Junior Canadian attack- 
man Zach Palmer led the 
Blue Jay offense with three 
goals and five assists as 
the men’s lacrosse team 
improved to 6-0-on the 


Long-time Colt Peyton 
Manning is on the open 
market, and Miami's own 
Ryan Kahn explains why 
the Dolphins need the Hall 
of Fame-bound  quarter- 


| Men's Lacrosse __ 
Mar, 10,2012 


pull the upset. 


Page B10 


/ NCAA National 


season. 


Women’s Track 
Mar, 10, 2012 


Championship 


. . “Wrestling 


Page B11 back. 


BLUE JAY SPORTS SCOREBOARD 


Women’s Lacrosse 
Mar. 14, 2012 


Georgetown vs. Hopkins 


W, 16-125 


Mar, 9, 2012 Mar. 10,2012 
NCAA Wrestling 


| Championships 


mo—-W1ai= 
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Men’s and Women’s | 
Fencing 
Mar. 10, 2012 


NCAA Regional 


No team score 


Wrestling ho 


_ credible 


were led by freshman 
Alex Szigeti, who recorded 


| an eighth place finish in 


the Epee division. Szigeti 
faced off against oppo- 
nents from all Divisions 
of Collegiate Fencing, and 
his eighth place finish was 
the best among all Division 
III participants in the Epee 
division at the NCAA Re- 
gional. 

He unfortunately fell 
just shy of an NCAA 
Championship bid, which 
would have been an in- 
accomplishment 
in a very competitive field. 
His eighth place finish 
marked the best finish by 
a Blue Jay since Ben Dorf- 
man finished in sixth-place 
of the Foil division at the 
2008 regional. 

By the end of the day, 
Szigeti’s overall statistics 
included a 16-11 record, 
which was enough to earn 
him a position in the final 
round. Also placing in the 
Epee division for the Blue 
Jays was sophomore Jay 
DeYoung, who recorded a 
2-4 record in the first round 
to finish in 27th place. 

In the Foil division, the 
Blue Jay fencers of junior 
Ben Wasser, freshman 
Robert Goldhirsch and 
sophomore Evan Stafford 
placed 28th, 29th and 30th, 
respectively, while fresh- 
man Zachary Goodman 
finished in 32nd place. All 
four of these Blue Jay fenc- 
ers recorded career-best 
performances among re- 
gional finishes. 

In the Sabre division, 
freshman Aravind Menon 
led the Blue Jays with a 19th 
place finish. His 5-5 in the 
opening round earned him 
a spot in the second round. 
When all was said and 
done, his finish marked the 
third best among all of his 


~ Division III counterparts. 


Also placing in the sa- 
bre division for the Blue 
Jays included junior Nico- 
las Barbera and freshman 
Paul Vitale, who culminat- 
ed their seasons with 27th 
and 33rd place finishes, te- 
spectively. 

On the women’s side, 
the Blue Jay’s were led by 
sophomore Liz Caris and 
freshman Rachel Kalina, 
who each recorded top 20 
finishes. Caris spared in 
the Epee division and fin- 
ished the day with a 6-9 
record. Unfortunately, she 
fell just short of the final 
round, but her finish was 
good for 16th place to bring 
her season record to 55-38 
She’ is now 111-73 for her 
career. 

Also placing in the Epee 
division for the Jays was 
freshman Gianna Puzzo, 
who advanced to the sec- 
ond round and ended up 
finishing 22nd. Her 4-6 re- 
cord on the day made her 
80-38 for the season. 

Also advancing to the 
second round was senior 
Lauren Chinn, who placed 
24th. Her career concludes 
with a 43-13 season record, 
improving her to 260-86 
during her four years in 
black and blue. 

The other top-20 Blue 
Jay performer was Kalina’s 
17th place finish in the Sa- 
bre. Kalina finished with a 
7-8 record for the day and 
advanced to the semifinals. 
Her season record of 53-13 
gives her one of the best 
rookie seasons in Hopkins 
history. 

Sophomores Katherine 
Simeon, the EWFC Sabre 
Fencer of the Year, and 
Kathleen Rand also placed 
in the sabre, finishing 24th 
and 26th, respectively. 

The Lady Jays were also 
very competitive in the foil 
division, led by sophomore 
Jackie Heath's 22nd place 
finish. Seniors Jen Hession 
and Colleen Stone ended 
their Hopkins careers on 


. a high note, adding their 


final contributions to the 
team with 29th and 35th 
place finishes,  respec- 
tively. Both the men’s and 
women’s Blue Jay squads 
finished their 2011-2012 
campaigns with competi- 
tive finishes in the Mid- 
Atlantic Regional. 

The Lady Jays ended the 
year as EWFC champions 
and should compete for 
another title in 2013. 


